



A+ Scholarship Program



BACKGROUND--In April 1997 the three high schools in the North Kansas City School District (North Kansas City High School, Oak Park High School and Winnetonka High School) received A+ designation. Our district was the first multi-high school district in the state where all high schools were designated as A+ Schools Program schools. The district was the first district in the Kansas City metro area to receive A+ designation. Staley High School opened as an A+ designated school in 2008.  Each year thousands of hours of volunteer tutoring are completed and graduating seniors are able to begin a post secondary education without the worry of how to pay for their education.  

A+ GOALS--As part of Senate Bill 380 (Section 160.545)--The Outstanding Schools Act, the Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education instituted the A+ Schools Program. (The Missouri Department of Higher Education began to oversee the program in the school year 2010-11 and refer to it as the A+ Scholarship Program.)  The program is driven on the basis of three “A+ Schools Program Goals” which are that participating high schools will ensure:
1. All students will graduate from school.  Implement procedures to assist at-risk students and set goals to reduce the dropout rate to improve the quality of the state’s workforce and make Missouri more attractive to prospective business and industry.
2. All students will complete a selection of high school studies that is challenging and has identified learning expectations; develop competencies for every course (performance standards) to prepare students to go on for further education/training or for entrance into the workforce.
3. All students proceed from high school graduation to a community college, post-secondary career-technical school, or high wage job with workplace skill development opportunities.  Assist students in assessing the course offerings and developing a 4-year high school plan which focuses on career awareness. 


STUDENT ELIGIBILITY-- Students who meet the requirements may be eligible to have tuition paid to any Missouri public community college or career-technical school.  Funding for the Student Financial Incentives portion of the A+ Scholarship Program is the sole responsibility of the State of Missouri.  The A+ Scholarship Program may provide these educational incentives subject to legislative approval.   At present, the value of the A+ scholarship is approximately $6,200 for in-district high schools.






A+ Requirements

· Be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident, or lawfully present in the U.S.
· Enter into a written agreement with your high school prior to graduation.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Attend a designated A+ high school for 2 consecutive years immediately prior to graduation.
· Graduate with an overall grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale.
· Have at least a 95% attendance record overall for grades 9-12.
· Perform at least 50 hours of unpaid tutoring or mentoring, of which up to 25% may include job shadowing.
· Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoid the unlawful use of drugs and/or alcohol.
· Beginning with the high school senior class of 2015, have achieved a score of proficient or advanced on the Algebra I end of course exam or a higher level DESE approved end of course exam in the field of mathematics.1
1 High school seniors who do not achieve a score of proficient or advanced on the Algebra I, or a higher level math, EOC must achieve one of the following standardized test scores or have a combined ACT math score and high school GPA in accordance with the following scale.
 
ACT Math/High School GPA Scale
	ACT Math Score
	 
	High School GPA

	17
	and
	2.5 or greater

	16
	and
	2.8 or greater

	15
	and
	3.0 or greater



North Kansas City Schools provides a process for an attendance or citizenship appeal; contact the A+ Coordinator.

To access the incentive, each A+ eligible student must:

· Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
· Enroll and attend full-time at a participating public community college or vocational/technical school.
· Be seeking a degree or certificate at the school in which the student is enrolled.

The student financial incentive will be available for a period of 48 months after the graduation date documented on the high school transcript.  The student must maintain a 2.5 grade point average and otherwise maintain satisfactory academic progress as defined by the school.
Eligibility expires when the earliest of the following occurs:
· 48 months after the graduation date documented on their high school transcript (Students providing service to any branch of the U.S. armed forces can defer their eligibility.) 
· Receipt of an associate’s degree
· Completion of 105% of the hours required for the program in which a student is enrolled       
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