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I. Overview
Assessment is integral to all teaching and learning.  It is a continuous and cumulative process which promotes and, provides information about student learning and contributes to the evaluation of the effectiveness of our Program of Inquiry.  It is central to the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program’s goal of thoughtfully and effectively guiding children through the five essential elements of learning: the understanding of concepts, the acquisition of knowledge, the mastering of skills, the development of attitudes, and the decision to take responsible action. Students, parents and staff must have a clear understanding of what is being assessed, the criteria for success and the method by which the assessment is made. The PYP describes the taught curriculum as the written curriculum in action.   Active involvement of both students and teachers results in meaningful and accurate assessment.  Assessment information must be able to be accessed and shared with all persons involved to analyze student progress and the effectiveness of the program. It is central to our goal of guiding the child, from novice to expert, through the learning process. Our goal is to guide the student through his development as a student, from beginner to expert.
Bel Aire Park Magnet is a public school.  Standardized and nationally normed assessments issued by the State of California Department of Education and the Napa Valley Unified School District must be administered yearly.  These assessments help to complete a profile of student progress from Kindergarten through high school graduation

II. Why Do We Assess Children’s Work?
   Purposes of Assessment (IBO website, 2009)
The principal purposes of assessing what has been learned are to:
· determine what the student knows and understands about the world 
· inform and differentiate teaching and learning 
· monitor student progress in terms of the IB learner profile 
a.  Principles of  Assessment
The staff at BAPM School recognize that teaching, learning and assessment are essential to a balanced learning and teaching environment.  Unit assessments are linked to the central idea during collaborative planning stages.  Formative assessments are planned with the Lines of Inquiry. Stand alone units are also planned and assessed with backwards design model of assessment.  
In the curriculum and instructional process, assessment:
· monitors the prior knowledge and progress of daily student  learning (formative)
· focus  on student understanding of the central idea and gives opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning (summative)
· provides feedback for students and teachers for reviewing curriculum
· provide opportunities for reflection on the process
· must be developmentally appropriate
· integrates knowledge of the Learner Profile
· may use rubrics, with or without student input
· utilizes a variety of methods, and accommodates and differentiates for all students
· includes a range of modalities and strategies
· are varied throughout the Program of Inquiry
· is a relevant, contextual, meaningful reflection of children’s knowledge
· is motivating to students
· builds a profile of student learning
· is a tool used in reporting to parents
III.  What Do We Assess?
· Through the Program of Inquiry, BAPM teachers provide opportunities for learners to construct meaning primarily through structured inquiry. These opportunities emphasize the connection between subject-specific knowledge, transdisciplinary skills and themes.  
· Each of the Transdisciplinary Themes—Who We Are,  Where We Are In Time and Place, How the World Works, How We Express Ourselves, How We Organize Ourselves, and How We Share the Planet, provide a focus for inquiry, while literacy and numeracy provide the tools.  Assessments in each of these areas provides information on student progress and performance. 
·  We provide feedback on the attributes listed in the Learner Profile and the Attitudes.  Understanding and applying these skills helps the children become more aware of and increases their sensitivity to the people in their everyday lives and the world beyond our school.  
· We assess progress and performance in language, math, science and social studies, as well as provide feedback and guidance in art, music, information technology and PE. 

IV. When and How We Assess
Assessment is an ongoing, essential part of teaching.  Using different kinds of assessments demonstrates our commitment to the belief that children learn in different ways, at different rates and show their knowledge in different ways. The results of these assessments are critical elements that influence teacher decision-making and guide student leaning.
· Types of Assessment
· Pre-assessment is used to before new learning takes place to connect prior knowledge and experiences to the new information and inquiry.
· Formative Assessment is woven into daily learning.  It provides the teacher with on-going information and helps to plan the next stage of learning. Formative assessments inform teachers and students of understanding of the lines of inquiry.
· Summative Assessments occur at the end of the learning cycle and allows student to demonstrate what they know in varied and authentic contexts.
· The PYP Exhibition is the culminating experience of the IB Primary Years Program.  Fifth grade students work with teachers, parents and community on a self selected inquiry.  This inquiry is both personally meaningful to the student and has global significance. It is transdisciplinary in nature, under How We Share the Planet, and reflects the students learning and responsibility.  It is celebrated throughout our school community and represents the essence of the students’ experience at BAPM. The essential components to the exhibition include the application of key questions, the transdisciplinary skills, the display and use of attitudes and the Learner Profile.
· Federally mandated standardized assessment is currently undergoing a transition to a more performance based model based on Common Core State Standards.  We will be mandated to participate in this new system and as a school we will include this assessment as one of many measures.  The details will be included in this policy as they become available.

·  Strategies
· Bel Air Park Magnet teachers use varied methods of assessment including:
· Observation
· Individual and group behaviors
· Skills
· Attitudes and Learner Profile
· Self and group reflections
· Student questioning
· Class discussions
· Performance assessment
· Presentation—Exhibition, Oral, Multimedia
· Reader’s Theater, Role Play
· Demonstrations
· Process –focused assessment
· Checklists
· Notebooks
· Selected responses
· Quizzes
· Oral and written tests
· Open ended  tasks
· Portfolios
· Self Assessments
· Journals
· Reflections
· Rating scales
a. Tools
· Rubrics
· Benchmarks
· Anecdotal Records
· Portfolios
· Conferences
· Reports
· Reading Records
· Exemplars


V.How Do We Report
BAPM School uses reporting as a means of communication describing the progress of children’s learning, identifying areas for growth and concern and presents an opportunity for parent feedback. .  We use a district mandated report card and site based profile reflection that is sent home three times per year.  This report card documents academic growth, effort and character for the student’s school profile, and reflects teacher observations. In the fall, Student led conferences are scheduled for all students where they share their portfolio of learning in the PYP and reflect on skills and knowledge.
BAPM School is in process of creating a trimester report to parents for the Learner Profile. 


