Bel Aire Park Magnet School Language Policy

At Bel Aire Park Magnet School, all teachers are teachers of language.  Our beliefs and values guide our students to become lifelong learners, able to communicate as a citizen of the world.  Each teacher structures teaching/learning opportunities with literacy at the forefront of instruction.  All units of inquiry are crafted in a way that promotes oral, written and visual communication.  These elements of literacy are integrated throughout the units as well as within stand alone lessons across the language continuum.  We integrate inquiry into all of our language teaching and see it as an essential part of comprehension in both fiction and non-fiction.  Our students are given many and varied means of acquiring knowledge, communicating who we are as humans and constructing meaning in the world we live in.
· The primary language of instruction at Bel Aire is English.  The learning environment supports both English and non-English learners.  All students designated as speaking a language other than English are screened for ELD (English Language Development) services by a Bel Aire Park ELD teacher.  ELD instruction is provided daily.  Growth and development are monitored and reviewed regularly.  Their mother tongue is valued, honored, and supported through a Bi lingual Community Liaison who regularly meets with parents and community members to include our Spanish speaking parents and other family members.  Our library has an extensive selection of literature in the mother tongue, and some teachers are able to converse in Spanish

· A Response to Intervention model is provided for students who are performing below grade level expectations with classroom differentiation and strategic interventions with support from the learning center.  Special education services are provided for qualified students.  Intervention is provided within the school day as well as in an afterschool setting

· We integrate the Common Core State Standards for Language Arts into our Units of Inquiry.  Teachers are highly trained using best practices in the teaching of a balanced literacy program including inquiry, direct instruction, differentiation, multiple intelligences, scaffolding and flexible groupings.  Students in primary grades receive intensive phonics based instruction to prepare them for the demands of the complex text they will encounter during their respective units as well as throughout the entire academic day. Units of Inquiry provide the foundation for vocabulary instruction.  Comprehension is at the heart of all learning experiences.  Students negotiate the meaning of text both individually and collaboratively, with the support and guidance of skilled classroom and resource teachers.  Writing is woven throughout the curriculum.  Students write for a wide variety of purposes and audiences.  The teaching of writing is initially explicit and direct, which prepares students to take their selected pieces through the writing process.  Skill and convention work occurs in tandem with the writing.

· We believe that being exposed to a language different than our own, we are able to see the world through a new lens and experience learning with a larger perspective.  We recognize that our children need to learn how to exist in a global community and that a peaceful world starts with the empathy and sensitivity one learns in acquiring a new language.	Students receive 30 minutes of instruction in the Mandarin language with follow up practice and homework.
	Teacher:  Iting Chen (see attached resume)
        Students use textbook, Flying With Chinese, an internationally, culturally focused program      featuring an integrated, communicative approach with oral and litreracy targets included and assessed
	Instruction incorporates the IB Learner Profile and supports our Program of Inquiry.
	Rosetta Stone and Mango Online Language is used onsite.

· We recognize that parental involvement in the process of education is fundamental to student academic success.  We receive ongoing input to our school language policy from the School Site Council, BAPM Family Faculty Club, parent recommendations from IEPs, and discussions during IB information nights.  Parents have opportunities throughout the school year to gain first hand information about language at BAPM.  We offer evening parent information meetings, Latino Family Literacy Project, monthly classroom newsletters, a website with teacher reflections and  information as well as a parent produced e-newsletter.  Family members come to class on a regular, scheduled basis and are an important part of the classroom dynamics; reading with small groups, editing student writing, assisting with publications of student work.  The FFC provides our school with onsite workshops like San Francisco Shakespeare which provides transdisciplinary opportunities for the students.

· As our school population grows and changes, our staff is committed to ongoing flexibility in planning for and teaching Language Arts.  We refer to, monitor and update our Language Policy through faculty collaboration and reflective planning time on a bi-weekly schedule to monitor change and consider the needs and wants of our community.  Staff is informed of and participates in on-going staff development (school, district, seminars, IB trainings) and the OCC through the IBO website.

· Resources available include:
~An onsite library, internet access in all rooms with direct portal/links to Napa County Online library
~I Pads which have a variety of apps including Chinese, beginning phonics, and e-books
~Kids Connect Global http://www.katw.org/index.cfm
~ http//www.mywonderfulworld.org/
~http://discoveryeducation.com
~IB Resource Room with organized materials for IB units
~Class sets of literature
~Trade book library for leveled reading 
~Books for children to read in their mother tongue
Books with global themes are available throughout the library and in the IB Resource Room.  State adopted textbooks are available for every student.  Comprehension is taught using inquiry based strategies at every grade level.  Writing and oral presentation is embedded in each unit and is also taught using specific targeted lessons and practice.

· Language is assessed based on our assessment policy.








