St. Helens School District #502

Board of Directors Meeting
August 10, 2009
The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened in regular session at 6:30 p.m. in the Administration Office of the District, County and State on August 10, 2009.
Those present were:

David Morrisson, Board Chair

Benita Saatvedt, Board Vice Chair

Bill Crist, Board Member

Nathan Helwig, Board Member
Alan King, Board Member
Patricia Adams, Superintendent

            Terri Burns, Director of Operations and Finance
Marleen Zytniowski, Interim Executive Assistant

Guests:

Erica Ryberg


BG Aguirre


Jerry Meadows


Ruth Paulson


Lisa Rawlings


Lori Thompson

Merle Pence


Bruce Carvalho

Nanette Hagen

Anita Goodwin

Karla Thompson

Jeri Deady

Betsy Galloway


Call to Order 
The regular session was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute.

Agenda Approval

Nathan Helwig moved to remove consent agenda items 4.2, 4.3 and 4.4 due to lack of report availability.  Benita Saatvedt seconded the motion.  The revised agenda was approved unanimously.
Public Comment on Non Agenda Items
Betsy Galloway, representing The Columbia Chorale of Oregon and Merle Pence, representing The ShoeString Community Players requested the continuation of the free use of the auditorium at the high school.  The donations from these organizations such as supplementing programs, educating students, the use of a grand piano, a removable cover for the orchestra pit and a scholarship fund were discussed in the request.
Mr. Pence presented the assets and opportunities the organizations bring to the community and the schools.  He reviewed prior and upcoming performances, the man hours involved, and requested the facility use fee be waived for the 2009-10 school year.   The next performance planned is The Sound of Music.
Mr. Helwig requested clarification of the time line of the contract.   Mr. Pence explained it is his understanding that this would be an ongoing agreement to have free use of the facility.
Mr. King requested clarification on the scholarship educational outreach provided by the ShoeString players.  Mr. Pence explained this has been an ongoing contribution offered to St. Helens School District students.
David Morrisson requested this be put on the next regular meeting agenda after Mrs. Burns has an opportunity to examine the proposed contract. 

Consent Agenda

Mr. Helwig moved to approve the consent agenda as follows:

Minutes of Organizational Meeting – July 20, 2009

Mr. King seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Reports and Discussions
2009-2010 Administrative Staff Introductions
Superintendent Adams introduced the following administrators to the board: Jerry Meadows, McBride Elementary Interim Principal; Karla Thompson, McBride Elementary Assistant Principal; Jeri Deady, with the new title of Director of Special Programs; Lori Thompson, Special Education Coordinator, with additional responsibilities; Cathy Carson, Lewis & Clark Intermediate Principal; Jamie Kingery, Lewis & Clark Intermediate Assistant Principal;  Lisa Rawlings, .5 Columbia City Principal and .5 District School Improvement Specialist;  Joanna Rau, St. Helens Middle School Principal; St. Helens Middle School Assistant Principal, interviews are currently being conducted;  Nanette Hagen, St. Helens High School Principal; BG Aguirre, St. Helens High School Assistant Principal, who will be leaving for maternity leave soon; and  Bruce Carvalho who transferred from St. Helens Middle School to serve as St. Helens High School Assistant Principal. Ms. Adams also reviewed the work done at last year’s Administrative Retreat and the plan for the 2009-10 retreat.  Mr. Morrisson welcomed each administrator.
School Nurse Position
Superintendent Adams reported on the needs for our students in relation to health care. The ratio of nursing to enrollment indicates St. Helens School District is low in comparison to other districts, Oregon as a whole is low in its school nursing care, and the district health care assistants have been eliminated through reductions. The district has to look at the extraordinary health needs of our student population and the community is going into an unknown flu season. For this reason the district has posted a .5 RN position. The district will then have a .5 RN, a 1.0 RN and a .5 LPN.

Mr. Morrisson added that the expected increase in health needs is also due to the current economy and stressed the need for the position.
School Board Retreat Agenda

Superintendent Adams distributed a board retreat packet to each School Board Member, discussed the plans for the day, and the packet contents.  It was recommended to review the packet of information before the retreat as the contents provides important background information needed for the retreat.  Superintendent Adams asked for any agenda revisions and, following no requested revisions, directions to the retreat were circulated.
Brown Land Temporary Easement

Mrs. Burns reported on the Brown Land Temporary Easement.  A diagram of the safety issues for walking children at Gable Road near our high school parking lot was reviewed and the safety benefit to the easement was explained.
Skip Baker from the City of St. Helens asked if the portion of grass not being used could be used as a temporary parking place for the owners of a house on the site until a continuous sidewalk is built.  The district is working on a grant to provide funds for sidewalks on both sides of Gable Road.  However, it is unsure how long it may take to procure the funding and permits.

St. Helens High School Principal, Nanette Hagen, stated that this area is not used by the school for anything at this time.  She also indicated how dangerous this area is and that students do frequent the area.

Discussion occurred between the Board, Ms. Burns and Ms. Hagen on concerns of safety, the definition of temporary, how this will look visually, and how likely it is that we will get the funds and permits to complete this project. 
Mr. Morrisson suggested that we define the timeline for the agreement, and Mr. King discussed liability of letting private landowners use school district property.

It was noted that the city is willing to put funds in for the temporary project.  The discussion concluded with Ms. Burns requesting board support to move forward with the research and give a commitment to the city for this project.  
Deer Island Property

Mrs. Burns reported that the Deer Island Property lease agreement fell through due to the timeline and permits not being accepted by the county.  Almost everything has been cleaned up and the property is being vacated. Ms. Burns has requested quotes for the sale of the property and has started researching for any unknown problems with the property. 
Action Items
Brown Land Temporary Easement 

Nathan Helwig moved to pursue the temporary easement process with the city. Benita Saatvedt seconded the motion.
Terri Burns asked that the board be willing to have a quick meeting at the end of the month or at the board retreat to vote on the item to allow for asphalt to be laid during the good weather.  David Morrison agreed to this, provided they have the information.
The motion carried unanimously.  

Public Comments Regarding Agenda Items
None
Upcoming Meeting Input
Upcoming September 14, 2009 work session agenda requests included a report on Community Involvement, Community Relations and Communication, 2010-11 Budget Calendar, District Profile Data, Secondary Mathematics, and Strategic Plan.
Superintendent and Board Communication and Correspondence 

None

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
Board Chair





Superintendent
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