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Kingsway intensifies efforts to secure fair school funding, press conference scheduled to announce new strategy
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Woolwich Twp. – The Kingsway Regional School District Board of Education has planned a press conference for this coming Friday, January 27th at the High School East Cafeteria to announce publicly its strategy to pursue equitable school funding allocations for its school district. A request for media coverage has been made, and the event will take place immediately after the Senate Committee on School Funding Fairness conducts a public hearing at the high school.  This committee hearing is scheduled to begin at 11:00 a.m. and last for approximately three hours.

“We simply have had enough and we are no longer sitting back and begging for our fair share of state funding,” said Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent of Schools. “The students who walk our halls and the taxpayers who support our schools should no longer be ignored. The conversation is about to change, and we are doing what we need to do to ensure our schools are funded fairly.”
The State of New Jersey currently owes Kingsway Regional an additional $11.6 million in state aid this year alone. “Despite our efforts to stretch every dollar, we have hit the tipping point and can no longer support the demands of our growing District,” said School Business Administrator Jason Schimpf. Kingsway officials have also disclosed that they are facing a significant budget deficit in excess of two million dollars for the 2017-18 school year, which will likely lead to layoffs and programmatic cuts.
“It is well documented that the schools in the Borough of Swedesboro and the Townships of Woolwich, East Greenwich and South Harrison are historically underfunded,” Lavender continued. “This has been a decade-long fight with respect to fairness and the continued failure by the State of New Jersey to recognize our growth is irresponsible.”

To illustrate this point, the District has shared evidence produced by the Education Law Center that shows the Washington Township School District, Gloucester County, a short drive from Kingsway’s front door, receives 141% of full, uncapped SFRA funding. In contrast, Kingsway receives just 43%. In fact, eight school districts in Gloucester County alone receive more than 100% of full, uncapped SFRA funding, including the Wenonah Elementary School District, which receives 286% funding, while Kingsway Regional and three of our elementary regional sending school districts in South Harrison, Swedesboro-Woolwich and East Greenwich receive 86%, 64% and 49% respectively.  
To learn more about Kingsway’s Fair Funding Campaign, click here.
# # #
About the Kingsway Regional School District

Kingsway is a limited purpose regional school district that offers its students a rigorous academic program and a myriad of enrichment programs and services for students in grades 7 to 12. Kingsway Regional Middle School (grades 7 to 8) and Kingsway Regional High School (grades 9 to 12) cater to the individual needs of our students and promote opportunities for students to pursue their own areas of interest. Our population of approximately 2,700 students is multicultural and reflects the diversity of the communities it serves. Its mission is to ensure that all students receive rigorous and engaging instructional experiences that promote high levels of student achievement, including those with diverse learning needs. To learn more visit the District’s website at www.krsd.org.  
