CAREER CONNECTION
(Visual Exercise)
Teacher:  Randomly, give everyone a color square of paper.  In a class of 30, give out about:  10 blue, 7 green, 3 yellow, 3 red, 
6 pink, 1 purple.  
Ask everyone to stand.  This represents young people who start high school.  The paths we take after high school are very different and have very different results.

Blue….sit down.

This 32% of youth drop out of high school.   More than ½ of them remain unemployed.  Those who do work earn the lowest wages of any workers.  All the rest of you finish high school….congratulations!  That’s a great start to a great future.

Green….sit down.

This 25% of youth enter the workforce right after high school.  After on-the-job training, they might earn about 2/3 of what college graduates earn.  The rest of you go on to further education and training at technical institutes, 2-year colleges, or 4-year colleges.

Yellow….sit down.

This 11% of youth earn a technical certificate or associate’s degree.  Congratulations!  You are prepared for some of the hottest careers of the 21st century.

Red….sit down.

This 10% of youth drop out of college without earning any degree.  They enter the job market at the same level as other high school graduates.

Pink….sit down.

This 19% of youth attain a 4-year bachelor’s degree.  They can expect to earn 62% more than high school graduates and are less than ½ as likely to be unemployed.

Purple….sit down.

This last 3% of youth go on for more advanced degrees like master’s degrees or professional degrees in law and medicine.  Many of them will earn nearly twice what 4-year college graduates earn.

