Teacher Resource


SIMULATION OF A NAMELESS CULTURE
Directions:

· Tell students that you are going to attempt to carry on a discussion about different cultures, and during the discussion they must follow the rules of the simulation.

· Ask students to be aware of what they notice about the nameless culture.

· Tell students that they will be asked to describe their feelings about their position in the culture, and which actual position in this culture they think that they would “prefer” to have if they had a choice.

Simulation Instructions:
· Girls must take off their shoes.

· Girls sit on the floor in a circle facing each other.

· Boys sit in chairs behind the girls,

· Boys may look up, around, or at each other…..but NOT DOWN.

· Girls may look at each other or down.  They may NOT look at the boys.

Quote To Facilitate discussion: (Read the quote and have a brief discussion)

“The culture you were born into is one model of reality.  
Other cultures are NOT failed attempts at being you. 
They are unique expressions of the human spirit.”
Debriefing:

· Share with students the beliefs held by this names culture, and why they were arranged the way they were:
· Respect for “Mother Nature” is highly regarded in this culture.

· Because females have been given the gift to give life, they are honored and highly regarded as important parts of Nature.

· Only females are allowed to come in direct contact with the ground because only they are capable of getting close to “Mother Nature.”
· Males are not allowed to come in contact with the ground, or set eyes on the earth.  Doing either would be an insult to “Mother Nature.”

· Questions:

· After learning some of the beliefs of this culture, has you view of this culture changed?  If so, how?

· What affected your first impression of this culture?  Did your own culture play any part in your impression?

· How can a person’s culture affect how he/she views other people and cultures?

· Can you think of an example of you or someone you know who made a false judgment of another culture?  How can that be avoided?

· What are the important things to remember when you meet someone of another culture, religion, background, etc.?

