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Test Strategies
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Name________________________________
How to Attack a Test

Here is a three-step approach for doing all your assignments, including tests:

1. Glance over the test to find out what it’s like.

2. Tackle the test, question by question.

3. Go over all your answers when you've finished.
More specifically, you should:
1. Jot down any formula, dates or names you want to remember before you start.

[Frank (#3) was right to do this because it's easy to get confused and forget

something once you begin answering the questions]
2.  Take the time to go over the directions carefully so you know exactly what you have

to do.
[Joanna (#1) may have missed important information in the directions.]

3. Glance over the whole test before you begin to write anything. It's also a good idea

to mark the questions you think will be easy and those you think will be difficult.

Pay special attention to any essay questions, so you can be thinking about them

before you get to them in the test.
[Anthony (#2) was smart to do this because he then had a better overview of what

was expected of him on the test.]

4. Answer the questions in a sensible order. Do the shorter, easier questions first,

saving the longer for last. Begin with true/false or multiple choice, then move into

short answer, and save the essays for last.
[Jack (#7) answered in this fashion, beginning with the easier, quicker questions, and

progressing into the more difficult material.]

5. Budget your time. Know how many questions you have to answer and how much time

you have, and be sure to leave yourself time to go over your answers.
[Mary (#4) allotted equal time to each question, although some questions should take

longer to answer. George (#5) kept track of the time throughout the test, which is

always a good idea as long as he doesn't waste time watching the clock. If you find

yourself going over the allotted time on an extended-answer question, move on to your

other questions.]

6. Study the questions carefully Be sure you know what the question is asking. Make

notes, create a mind map or an outline before answering short answer and essay

questions.
[Jack (#7) took the time to jot down a few notes that would help him in short answer and

essay questions]

7 Go over each answer before going on to the next question, but don't waste time

trying to answer questions you know nothing about.
[Bobby (#8) should have realized he was wasting time, and done as Amy (#9) did—skip the

question he didn't know, and move on.]

8. Go over the whole test when you finish. You'll be surprised how many little mistakes

you've made. For instance leaving out a simple word like “not" can do a lot of damage

to an answer!
[Susan (#10) should have used the extra time she found herself with by checking her

answers instead of starting her homework]
