Unit Title:  Orientation





Grade Level:  9

Topic: “Dropout Nation”




Lesson Sequence: 1 of 2

Lesson Objectives:  Students will read a portion of an article about high school dropouts and be exposed to some of the long-term results of that decision.

EALR’s Addressed:
Reading:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.4




Counseling 3.2

Special Materials:  Copies of article, “Dropout Nation” from Time Magazine (4/06), for the class (about 4 complete copies) and copies of the handout for each student.  

Special Preparations:  Read article before presenting to students so that you can facilitate discussion.

	Time
	Activity
	Procedures
	Supplies

	5 minutes

5 minutes

10 minutes

10 minutes
	Entry Task 

Class discussion

Jigsaw activity: individual reading

Expert groups
	Students choose one of the questions on the handout to respond to in writing.

Discuss the responses as a class.

Teacher reads intro to article to the class.

Explain how a jigsaw activity works and the responsibilities of each student (see attached explanation).  Then, distribute the article to students--one page per person.  Each student will silently read his/her page, and fill out the grid on the handout for that page.  

*Some students might need to finish the reading and assignment at home.

Students gather with others who have read the same page, and they discuss the page and the information they graphed.  Students should then choose one most important fact from each category to share with the next group.


	Handout 

Article page




Unit Title:  Orientation





Grade Level:  9

Topic: “Dropout Nation”




Lesson Sequence: 2 of 2

Lesson Objectives:  Students will read a portion of an article about high school dropouts and be exposed to some of the long-term results of that decision.

EALR’s Addressed:
Reading:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.4




Counseling 3.2

Special Materials:  Copies of article, “Dropout Nation” from Time Magazine (4/06), for the class (about 4 complete copies) and copies of the handout for each student.  

Special Preparations:  Read article before presenting to students so that you can facilitate discussion.

	Time
	Activity
	Procedures
	Supplies

	20 minutes

10 minutes
	Jigsaw group

Small group/whole class Discussion

&

Optional Writing
	Students now move into article groups.  There should be one person per page of the article in each group.  The student who read page 1 begins by sharing the most important fact for each category from his/her page; group members should write it on their own graph.  The group members continue sharing until each has shared his/her information.

Using the information shared, group members should decide if this article would convince them to stay in school if they were thinking about dropping out of high school.  What is the most convincing idea?  What information needs to be added?

· Optional:  Students write a reflective paragraph about the impact of the article (if any) on them personally.

**File in portfolio behind “Self-Assessment” tab.
	Article page and Handout/Pen


“30% of America’s high school students will leave without graduating.”

Respond to one of the following questions:

Do you think that this statistic is true at IKE?  Why?

Why do 3 out of 10 high school students drop out of school?

Does it matter that students drop out?  Does it affect you in any way?

Do you know anyone who has dropped out?  What happened to that person?

	Page number
	Reasons for dropping out of school
	Effects of dropping out: financial, emotional, etc.
	Changes schools/government are making to help students stay in school

	
	
	
	


