Sequoyah HS School Council Meeting
Date: 4/21/2023
Time (called to order): 8:00 a.m.
Location: SHS Student Center

Meeting called by: Laura Kudlak, SHS Administrator (LK)
Attendees:	Bob Van Alstyne, Principal (BVA)
Council Chairperson: Inga Clark (IC) 
Council Vice-Chair: Larry Blase (LB)
		Council Secretary: Stephanie Judkins (SJ)
		Other council members: Chanda Schwab (CS), Rachel LaChine (RL)
Other attendees/observers: Andrew Oberlies, AP Department Head, AP and SAT Testing Coordinator (AO); Tonya Carnes, 504 and EOC Testing Coordinator (TC)
Absent council members: Cora Hodgins (CH); Amanda Stanley (AS)

Approval of agenda: Unanimous

Approval of previous meeting’s minutes (March 2023): Unanimous

Presentation(s): 
· Testing (EOC & AP) – Tonya Carnes & Andy Oberlies present
· End of Course Testing
· TC: EOC testing begins April 26 (tests are in American Lit, Algebra I, Biology, US History)
· EOC is 20% of the student’s grade
· Majority of testing done at Sequoyah East (for least amount of distraction)
· All tests are digital
· AP Testing/College Board
· AO: AP Testing begins May 1; setup begins in Sequoyah East gym the Friday before
· Morning and afternoon test sessions (different subjects)
· 20+ AP classes offered at SHS
· AP tests are piloting digital testing sessions in 7 subjects; SHS chose 3 to pilot (AP Seminar, AP European History, AP World History)
· SHS is the only CCSD school doing digital AP tests
· Will use this year’s administration to gauge how to proceed with AP testing next year (more digital testing?)
· AP Classroom is an available study aid for AP students; practice digital test available (not subject-specific) to introduce the format of the digital test and the tools available in the program
· College Board has safeguards in place for Wi-Fi issues
· January 2024 – College Board will no longer offer paper/pencil SAT (only digital)
· SHS offering 2 SAT sessions in Fall 2023 (paper/pencil); also seniors-only school-day SAT administration (October 2023 when underclassmen take PSAT)

· PTSA – Cindy Brown (Student Services Secretary, PTSA Vice-President) presents
· Request for volunteers going out in next week’s newsletter
· Entire board is up for reelection
· PTSA does luncheons for staff members, grants for teachers (difficult to get responses, CCSD regulations restrict some of the things – i.e. gift cards – that PTSA normally did in the past)
· PTSA board meets once/month
· New ways to raise money that don’t interfere with what is already happening at SHS (example: selling spirit wear would compete with the school store)


Report from the Principal: (BVA presents) 
· SHS has a nearly 50% acceptance rate to UGA this year; Georgia Tech acceptance rate has increased as well
· Increased academic rigor, encouraging more students to take Honors/AP courses
· AP Capstone program (not offered in all districts; can be considered a way to set students apart from other college applicants)
· AP Capstone program continuing to expand at SHS; 2-year commitment from students
· Better communication about program to families and prospective students might help community/student body better understand the Capstone as a whole
· Graduation: May 26 @ 4:00p.m. (485 student names submitted for graduation)
· Seniors’ last day: May 17 (Field Day)

Old Business: None

New Business: 
· Council would like to learn more about the Sequoyah Foundation (invite the board to a meeting?)
· Option for newsletter to expand sections rather than being one large block of information


Next meeting date: Fall 2023 (specific date TBD)

Adjournment: 9:08 a.m.
