Shoreline School District
Social Studies Philosophy 

Based on the Washington State Standards and the Four Strands of Social Studies content (Civics, Economics, History, and Geography), we strive to develop a defined, rigorous, relevant, and dynamic curriculum that balances the tension between depth and breadth of content and meets the needs to all our learners.  

Content/Curriculum:

· Rigorous curriculum that meets needs of all students
· Balance between depth and scope of content
· Relevant curriculum that evolves and remains dynamic

· Defined, clear curriculum - guaranteed and viable

Throughout our curriculum, we will scaffold skills needed for success in this discipline, as well as beyond.  These skills are part of the Common Core State Standards for Literacy and include researching, comprehending, understanding, analyzing, and evaluating various perspectives, documents, and issues. 
Skills:

· Comprehending /analyzing major issues and challenges
· Understanding issues from a historical perspective
· Delineating and evaluating historical arguments, claims, and counterclaims using on valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence 
· Understanding cause/effect 
· Fostering written and oral academic language

· Critical and evaluative skills that are unique to social studies (i.e., deliberation and debate)

· Analysis and use of primary and secondary sources

· Understanding issues from diverse perspectives

· Critical consumers of information  
· Evaluating for bias and credential around information sources (i.e., website)
· Research

· Citing sources/giving credit to sources – academic and social integrity

Our hope is to foster globally and democratically minded young people, who have learned how to develop thoughtful and grounded views of the world around them, and will use that learning to be participants, rather than spectators of history and their communities – locally, nationally, and globally.  

Disposition: 

· Students have world view with global perspective and responsibility
· Students are informed voters, civics engaged
· Students form a community of learners -personalized sense of community
· Students are prepared to be a participant in history and not a spectator

· Students use their knowledge of history to develop their own views about the world around them – to shape their own thoughts, ideas, and values

· Students are ready and excited to participate in democracy
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