Questions To Ask In College Decision Making

Admissions:
· Where can I get an application? What is the application fee and deadline?
· What do tuition, room and board cost?
· How important are ninth, tenth and eleventh year grades? Senior year grades?
· Is it better to get an A in a regular course or a B or C in an AP/IB course?
· What are your GPA and SAT statistics?
· Are achievement tests required?
· How can high school courses count for college credit?
· Are there any other requirements? Do I need to take any special high school courses?
· How much math/science and foreign languages should I take?
· What kind of recommendations do you look for? School, community, work?
· Do you have a summer transition program?
· Are interviews required? Are there group or individual interviews and tours?
· When is it best to visit the school? Can I stay overnight in the dorm and visit classes?

Student Life:
· Is there on-campus housing? Is on-campus housing coed?
· What percentage of students live on campus? How are roommates selected?
· What's the social atmosphere? Is it a suitcase/commuter school on weekends?
· What type of organizations and clubs are there?
· Is it easy for freshmen to get involved in activities and mix with upperclassmen?
· Can students have cars on campus? Do I need a car?
· What is the percentage of minority students? International students? Special Needs students?
· What student services are offered?
· What sports do you participate in? Intercollegiate, club, and intramural?
· What are some of the other extracurricular activities?
· How good is the dorm security? What are the campus crime statistics?
· What percentage of students study abroad?

Environment:
· How large is your school?
· How close is it to local life?
· How large is the city or town?
· Is on campus parking available?
· What is the school culture?

Programs:
· Is your college two or four years? What degrees do you offer?
· How large are classes? How easy is it to get to know faculty?
· How do you assign faculty advisors to students?
· Do I need a computer? Is there easy access to computer labs?
· What kind of academic support is available? Tutors, learning labs, writing centers?
· Are first year courses large lectures? Do professors or graduate students teach sections?
· When must I choose a major?
· What types of internships or co-op experiences are available?

Financial Aid:
· What types of aid do you offer? Is aid academic (merit) or need based?
· What percent of the students get aid?
· How do I find out about grants and scholarships offered by your school?
· Are there deadlines, and what are they, for submitting FAFSA forms?
· What else do I need to submit to be considered for all kinds of financial aid?
· Do I need to file a FAFSA to get a campus job?
· What percentage of students work? How easy is it to obtain a job on campus?
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