Avella Area School Board Minutes 
January 18, 2017
Page 7

[bookmark: _GoBack]AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

January 18, 2017

The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, January 18, 2017.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Karen Birdsall, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, James Gagich, Tina Lengauer, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, 
Alex Paris

ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Sheryl Wright-Brown, JSHS Principal
			Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 

OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions

1. The following students were recognized as the January Students of the Month:
Kailonna Crews – 6th Grade Student
Austin Oiler – 6th Grade Student
Grace Lengauer – Senior
Bobby Scott - Senior

2. Board Members were recognized for volunteering their time for the betterment of public education in our community from the staff, students, and the Pennsylvania School Boards Association.

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None


Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None



GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the December 2016 Reorganization and Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the December 2016 Reorganization and Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the December 2016 and January 2017 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Accounts Payable for the December 2016 and January 2017 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Jason Fogg, Athletic Director
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Gagich, to approve Jason Fogg as the Athletic Director for the 2017-18 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		b.	2017-18 Fall Sport Coaches
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Gagich, to approve the following coaches for the 2017-18 school year:

	Cross Country
	Laura Lazzarotti, Head Coach
	Lindsay Giles, Assistant Coach

	7th/8th Grade Girls’ Basketball
	Gilbert Cutruzzula, Head Coach
	Mike Drazich, Assistant Coach

	7th/8th Grade Football
	J.T. Mylan, Head Coach
	Greg Wargo, Assistant Coach


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
		b.	2017-18 Fall Sport Coaches - Continued

	Varsity Football
	Ryan Cecchini, Head Coach
	Zachary Zebrasky, Assistant Coach
	Derek Allen, Assistant Coach

	Tennis
	Natalie Frank, Head Coach
	Ryan Kinzler, Assistant Coach

	Volleyball
	Joelle Cooper, Head Coach
	Dennis O’Neil, Assistant Coach

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	c.	Athletic Trainer – California University of Pennsylvania
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Gagich, to approve the Article of Agreement for Graduate Athletic Training Internships with California University of Pennsylvania for the 2017-18 school year, and to include the same in the 2017-2018 Athletic Budget, at a cost of $16,000.    Attachment Athletic “A” to Agenda

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

d.	A discussion was held regarding the costs associated with repairing and/or replacing the Elementary scoreboard.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Use of School Facilities
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Newman, to ratify/approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Avella Athletics
PURPOSE:	Wrestling Tournament
PLACE:		JSHS Gym/Cafeteria
DATE:		February 11-12, 2017

NAME:		Avella Athletics
PURPOSE:	Wrestling Tournament
PLACE:		JSHS Gym/Cafeteria
DATE:		March 4-5 , 2017

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	Mr. Walther, Superintendent, updated the board on the status of the Building and Ground projects.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a.	Vocational Agriculture Advisory Committee
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to appoint William Black to serve on the Vocational Agriculture Advisory Committee:

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		b.	Pressley Ridge
Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the renewal Letter of Agreement between Pressley Ridge and the Avella Area School District, per Attachment Curriculum “A”. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	McLean Architects – Change Order
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to ratify McLean Architect’s request for Change Order for Merit Electrical Group, Inc., dated December 1, 2016, $3,002.45, per Attachment Finance “A” to Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	McLean Architects – Change Order
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to ratify McLean Architect’s request for Change Order for RAME, Inc., dated December 6, 2016, $2,250.00, per Attachment Finance “B” to Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

c.	McLean Architects – Change Order
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to ratify McLean Architect’s request for Change Order for East West Manufacturing & Supply, dated December 6, 2016, $4,031.00, per Attachment Finance “C” to Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

d.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to East West Manufacturing & Supply Co., Inc. in the amount of $89,206.20, per Attachment Finance “D”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

e.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $9,681.93, per Attachment Finance “E”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

f.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $12,952.26, per Attachment Finance “F”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

g.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to East West Manufacturing & Supply Co., Inc. in the amount of $99,723.87, per Attachment Finance “G”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

h.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to RAME, Inc. in the amount of $2,025.00, per Attachment Finance “H”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

i.	McLean Architects – Change Order
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to ratify McLean Architect’s request for Change Order for Gurtner Construction, dated January 10, 2017, $350.00, per Attachment Finance “I” to Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

j.	Adoption of Resolution – Act 1
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the adoption of the Resolution, pursuant to Section 311(d)(1), indicating that the District will not raise the rate of any tax by more than its index, per Attachment Finance “J”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE
	
a.	A Negotiations Committee Meeting is scheduled February 7, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.
B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	Victoria Smith, Spanish Student Teacher 
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Victoria Smith, Spanish Student Teacher with California University of Pennsylvania, to be placed with Jeffrey Zollars from January 23 – May 5, 2017, to complete her student teaching, per Attachment Personnel “A”. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	2016-17 Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Richards Briggs, IU Emergency Certificate Substitute Teacher, to the Substitute Teacher List for the 2016-17 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

7.	POLICIES – No Report

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	Safety Committee meeting is scheduled February 2, 2017 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

a.	Washington County Children and Youth Services
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Transportation Procedures Agreement and Transportation Plan between the Avella Area School District and Washington County Children and Youth Services, per Attachment Transportation “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	b.	Amended Parent Transportation Contract
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve amending the Parent Transportation Agreement between Mrs. Joan McEachern and the Avella Area School District to transport student to and from D.T. Watson from January 3, 2017 to the end of the 2016-17 school year, $90 per day.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Devenney called an Executive Session at 7:32 p.m. to discuss personnel and contract matters.  The Board returned to regular session at 8:12 p.m.



Further action taken by the Board:

a.	Grievance 16-17-02
	Moved by Mr. Gagich, seconded by Mr. McConn, to deny Grievance # 16-17-02 as filed by the Avella Area Education Support Association.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	Student HM - Discipline
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve expulsion of Student HM for a period of not less than one calendar year.  Student may petition to the school board for re-admittance, second semester of 2017-18 school year, in accordance with agreement between Guardian and Avella Area School District.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

c.	Student DP - Discipline
	Moved by Mr. Gagich, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve permanently expelling Student DP from the Avella Area School District.  Educational placement pending executed Agreement between student, parents and the Avella Area School District.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.



						Respectfully submitted,



						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary


