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BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

November 18, 2015


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, November 18, 2015.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Alex Paris
	Absent:  James Cassidy, Jennifer Newman, Donald Underwood


ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Sheryl Wright-Brown, JSHS Principal
			Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor



A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions
1.	The following students were recognized as the November Students of the Month:
	Samantha Combs – 6th Grade Student
	Trever Davies – 6th Grade Student
	Ryan Comfort – Senior
	Becca Brown - Senior

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting
1.	Brad Boni, Washington County Chief Assessor; Robert Neil, Washington County Reassessment Supervisor; and Wes Graham, Tyler Technologies Senior Project Supervisor, requested to speak regarding the reassessment process.

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None


GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the October 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the October 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the October and November 2015 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Accounts Payable for the October and November 2015 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

a.	Aaron Margaria, Assistant Varsity Wrestling Coach
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Aaron Margaria as the Assistant Varsity Wrestling Coach for the 2015-16 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

b.	Joseph Hough, Boys’ Basketball Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to accept the resignation of Joseph Hough as the Head Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach, effective immediately. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

c.	Varsity Boys’ Basketball Head Coach - Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to ratify the posting for a Head Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

d.	Drew Denham - Head Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Drew Denham as the Head Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach for the 2015-16 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve/ratify the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc.
PURPOSE:	3rd – 6th Grade Boys’ Basketball
PLACE:		Elementary Gym

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc.
PURPOSE:	Wrestling Tournament (Jan 2-3, 2016)
PLACE:		High School Gym/Cafeteria

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc.
PURPOSE:	Wrestling Tournament (Feb. 2-7, 2016)
PLACE:		High School Gym/Cafeteria

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc.
PURPOSE:	Wrestling Tournament (Feb. 27-28, 2016)
PLACE:		High School Gym/Cafeteria

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a.	Comprehensive Plan
Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify the appointment of Greg Wargo as Technology Specialist to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

b.	Gettysburg, Pennsylvania – Gifted Program
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Gifted Department to take an education tour of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania from April 7-9, 2016, no cost to the District, per Attachment Curriculum “A” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	Avella Athletics, Inc. - Donation
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to ratify a $4,000 donation to the Avella Athletics, Inc., to assist with the refurbishing expenses to the Polar Star fields.  (The yearly $1,500 donation will not be made for the next 3 years due to the advance payment.)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

b.	Resolution Authorizing Tax and Revenue Anticipation Note
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Resolution Authorizing Tax and Revenue Anticipation Note, per Attachment Finance “A”. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

c.	McLean Architects – Change Orders
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to ratify McLean Architects’ request for change orders, per Attachment Finance “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

d.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Commercial Appliance Contracts, Inc., in the amount of $8,780.80, per Attachment Finance “C”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

e.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Commercial Appliance Contracts, Inc., in the amount of $950.00, per Attachment Finance “D”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

f.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to First American Industries, Inc., in the amount of $10,956.85, per Attachment Finance “E”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.




B.	NEW BUSINESS

4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

g.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Liokareas Construction, in the amount of $88,967.87, per Attachment Finance “F”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

h.	McLean Architects - Invoice
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve payment of McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $28,000.00 for Project MA 1504-4, per Attachment Finance “G”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

i.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to McRandal Company, Inc., in the amount of $15,200.00, per Attachment Finance “H” to Revised Agenda.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	j.	AIU – Gasoline/Diesel Consortium 
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Authorization Form for Avella Area School District to participate in the Gasoline/Diesel Consortium for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Finance “I” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE – No Report

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	Mary Ann Gordon, Cafeteria Worker – Leave of Absence
	Moved by Mr. Geresti, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Mary Ann Gordon’s request of leave without pay, effective on or about November 2, 2015 through November 25, 2015. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

b.	2015-16 Volunteer List
	Moved by Mr. Geresti, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following to the Volunteer List for the 2015-16 school year.  All clearances are on file.
· Maryann Brandenburg
· Jodi Cowden
· Diana Dorsey
· Melissa Dryer
· Desiree Dupain
· Nicole Greene
· Nitanna Jones
· Nicole Kisner
· Dacia Marker
· Jennifer Markle
· Tara Nardozi
· Nicole Newman
· Janice Stickle
· Beth Strope
· Cassandra Throckmorton
· Michael Throckmorton
· Holly Tropeck
· Ivan Ullom
· Cassandra Ware

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

c.	Debra Cybulski, Elementary Teacher – Retirement 
	Moved by Mr. Geresti, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept Debra Cybulski’s request for retirement, effective January 2018. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

7.	POLICIES 

a.	Electronic Cigarettes – Policy No. 256
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Policy No. 256 – Electronic Cigarettes, effective immediately, per Attachment Policies “A”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled December 3, 2015 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
a.	A discussion was held regarding the items addressed at the Technology Committee, per Attachment Technology “A” to Revised Agenda.



10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report

C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz 
Board Secretary
