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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

August 12, 2015


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, August 12, 2015.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel, students, and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris
	Absent:  James Cassidy, Kevin Geresti, Donald Underwood


ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Sheryl Wright-Brown, JSHS Principal
			Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Rachel Lozosky, Solicitor
2 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions - None

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None


GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the August 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the August 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the July and August 2015 General Fund.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Accounts Payable for the July and August 2015 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	                            NONE


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Coaching Positions
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following coaching positions for the 2015-16 school year.
	Dennis O’Neil, Head Tennis Coach
	Natalie Frank, Assistant Tennis Coach
	Lynn Clarchick, Assistant Volleyball Coach
	Jack Conn, 7th/8th Grade Boys’ Head Basketball Coach

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE – No Report

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a. Western Area Career & Technology Center Students
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the 2015-16 Western Area Career & Technology Center list of students, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		b.	Washington Drug & Alcohol Commission
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Letter of Agreement for Student Assistant (SAP) services between Avella Area School District and the Washington Drug and Alcohol Commission for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	c.	My College Options
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Authorization Form for My College Options for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	d.	SPHS C.A.R.E. Center
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Referral Service Agreement Contract between the Avella Area School District and SPHS C.A.R.E. Center for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “D”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

e.	Comprehensive Planning Committee
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve:
The Board of School Directors appoints the following to serve on the Comprehensive Planning Committee:

			Parents/Local Business Representatives/Community Representatives
Cheryl Rush - Parent
Tina Lengauer - Parent
Evy Breitigan - HS Teacher
Lynn Akins - HS Teacher
Sarah Bogan - HS Teacher
Kristina Kocher - Elementary Teacher
Melinda Coates - Elementary Teacher
Erika Minch - Elementary Teacher
Leigh Stets - Speech/Special Education
Lori Terensky - Business/Community Representative
Tammi Samol - Parent
Jim Cassidy - School Board Representative
Alex Paris- Board and Business Representative
Zach Zebrasky - Elementary Principal
Sheryl Wright-Brown - HS Principal
Matthew Erickson - Special Education Consultant
Cyril Walther – Superintendent

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Liokareas Construction, in the amount of $55,440.00, per Attachment Finance “A”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

b.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Commercial Appliance Contracts, Inc., in the amount of $53,026.20, per Attachment Finance “B”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

c.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Liokareas Construction, in the amount of $143,694.40, per Attachment Finance “C”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

d.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to McRandal Company, Inc., in the amount of $87,750.00, per Attachment Finance “D”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

e.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to A-1 Electric, Inc., in the amount of $22,140.00, per Attachment Finance “E”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

f.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to First American Industries, Inc., in the amount of $13,545.00, per Attachment Finance “F”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

g.	McLean Architects - Invoice
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve payment of McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $21,000.00 for Project MA 1504-1, per Attachment Finance “G”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	h.	PA Educator.Net – Contract of Services
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to renew the Contract of Services between Avella Area School District and PA Educator.Net for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Finance “H”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		i.	Insurance Renewal
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the following renewal policy through Campbell Insurance Associates:
· Student Accident from US Fire Insurance Co., effective 8/14/15 in the amount of $4,440.00.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE – No Report

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Contracted Medical/Dental Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Contracted Medical/Dental Personnel List for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Personnel “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		b.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Substitute Teacher List for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Personnel “B” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		c.	Substitute Support Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Substitute Support Personnel List for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Personnel “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

d.	2015-16 Volunteer List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following to the Volunteer List for the 2015-16 school year.  All clearances are on file.
· Jennifer Bauduin
· Amie Buel
· Adrianna Danna
· Lisa Fitzgerald
· Bill Maidment
· Eugenia Mundorff
· Sean Porbin
· Cheryl Rush
· Lisa Taggart

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

e.	Permanent Teacher Contracts
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to award the following Permanent Teacher Contracts:

	John T. Mylan
	John T. Mylan, a Professional Employee Contract, following 3 years of satisfactory service with the District, effective August 20, 2015.

Kristina Kocher
	Kristina Kocher, a Professional Employee Contract, following 3 years of satisfactory service with the District, effective September 10, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		f.	Freshman Class Sponsor
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Sarah Bogan as the Freshman Class Sponsor for the 2015-16 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		g.	Kristen Jakiel, 7th/8th Grade Class Sponsor - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept Kristen Jakiel’s resignation as the 7th/8th Grade Class Sponsor.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		h.	7h/8th Grade Class Sponsor 
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Laura Lazzarotti as the 7th/8th Grade Class Sponsor for the 2015-16 school year.  (AEA waived posting)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.
B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		i.	Linda Gilmore, Cafeteria Worker – Medical Leave
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Linda Gilmore’s request to continue her medical leave, beginning the 2015-16 school year, until released by her doctor.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		j.	Kevin Kolson, School Police Officer - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept Kevin Kolson, School Police Officer’s resignation, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		k.	Kristen Jakiel, SADD Sponsor
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Kristen Jakiel as the SADD Sponsor for the 2015-16 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		l.	Substitute Custodians – Hourly Wage
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the hourly wage for substitute custodians to be $9.00 per hour, effective September 1, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”. Mr. McConn said “nay”.  Motion carried 5-1.

		m.	Katie Crawley, Elementary Reading Specialist Teacher - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to accept Katie Crawley, Elementary Reading Specialist Teacher’s resignation, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		n.	Posting – Reading Specialist Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the posting (advertisement if necessary) for an Elementary Reading Specialist Teacher.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

7.	POLICIES

		a.	Student Handbooks
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Elementary Center and JSHS Student Handbooks for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Policies “A” to Revised Agenda. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		b.	Teacher’s Handbook
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Teacher’s Handbook for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Policies “B” to Revised Agenda.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled September 3, 2015 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

		a.	Bus/Van Driver List
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Bus/Van Driver List for the 2015-16 school year.  Attachment Transportation “A” to Revised Agenda.  (GG&C is responsible for updating bus/van driver documentation on list with CAO before driving.)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	b.	Parent Transportation Contracts
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the following Parent Transportation Agreement:
1. Mrs. Joan Stough and the Avella Area School District to transport student to and from D.T. Watson for the 2015-2016 school year, $145 per day.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		c.	Landmark Student Transportation, Inc.
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the consent request form GG&C to sell all of their stock to Landmark Student Transportation, Inc.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.



C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Ms. Newman, to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz 
Board Secretary
