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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

July 15, 2015


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, July 15, 2015.  Ms. Leslie Cunningham, Board Vice-President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent:  Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti


ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Sheryl Wright-Brown, JSHS Principal
			Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, Solicitor
2 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions - None

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None


GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the June 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the June 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the June and July 2015 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Accounts Payable for the June and July 2015 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	                            NONE


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Jeremy Allen, Head Varsity Wrestling Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept the resignation of Jeremy Allen, Head Varsity Wrestling Coach, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Posting – Head Varsity Wrestling Coach
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to post (advertise if necessary) for a Head Varsity Wrestling Coach for the 2015-16 school year.
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ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Inventory Control – Cheerleading Uniforms
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Susan Kubacka, Head Varsity Cheerleading Coach’s request to donate old cheerleading uniforms, per Attachment Athletic “A” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	A discussion was held regarding the status of the construction projects.

b.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc.
PURPOSE:	Football Practice
PLACE:		Football Field
DATES:	July – October 2015

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc.
PURPOSE:	Little League Football Games
PLACE:		Football Field/Booth
DATES:	2015 Season

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	Bethany College Student Teachers
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the County and Institution of Higher Education Articles of Agreement for College Pre-Service and Student Teachers with Bethany College for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Scarlett Shola, Tuition Student
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve Scarlett Shola to be enrolled as a tuition student in the Avella Area School District for the 2015-16 school year, in accordance with the employment agreement between the District and Laura Shola, as amended.  Scarlett Shola will be in the 2nd grade for the 2015-16 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	Mr. Cyril Walther, Superintendent, reported Lynette Zimmerman will be making a voluntary transfer from 1st Grade to Kindergarten due to an increase in the Kindergarten enrollment for the 2015-16 school year.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to First American Industries, Inc., in the amount of $73,980.00, per Attachment Finance “A”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to First American Industries, Inc., in the amount of $31,860.00, per Attachment Finance “B”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to McRandal Company, Inc., in the amount of $50,850.00, per Attachment Finance “C”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

d.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to A-1 Electric, Inc., in the amount of $78,840.00, per Attachment Finance “D”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	McLean Architects - Invoice
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve payment of McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $8,728.75 for Project MA 1412 - 7, per Attachment Finance “E”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Commercial Appliance Contracts, Inc., in the amount of $60,875.10, per Attachment Finance “F”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE - Continued

g.	Breakfast/Lunch Prices
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following breakfast and lunch prices for the 2015-16 school year.  Attachment Finance “G”

Elem. Breakfast			$1.25
Elem. Lunch			$2.15 ($.05 increase)
JS/HS Breakfast		$1.35
JS/HS Lunch			$2.30 ($.05 increase)
JS/HS Premium Lunch		$2.55 (new meal option)
Adult Breakfast			$2.00 ($.05 increase)
Adult Lunch			$3.00 ($.05 increase)
Adult Premium Lunch		$3.70 (new meal option)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	NSA Security Forces, Inc.
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Service Agreement with NSA Security Forces, Inc. for security personnel for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Negotiations “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Vicki Capone, Food Service Director
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Agreement between Vicki Capone, Food Service Director, and the Avella Area School District, effective July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2018, per Attachment Negotiations “B” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Southwest Training Services, Inc.
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Worksite Agreement for the Summer Youth Program between Southwest Training Services, Inc. and the Avella Area School District, per Attachment Negotiations “C”

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	2015-16 Volunteer List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following to the Volunteer List for the 2015-16 school year.  All clearances are on file.
· Leslie Cunningham
· Brandy Devenney
· Jeff Devenney
· Timothy Richards
· Holly Riley
· John Riley
· Kim Spencer
· Dana Taylor

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	Laura Shola, Business Manager
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Laura Shola, Business Manager’s, 3% raise increase in accordance with the employment agreement between the District and Laura Shola.  Amount has been budgeted and Performance Evaluation completed.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	Non-Union Staff Raises
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve all non-union personnel raises, effective July 1, 2015, as per Attachment Personnel “A”.  Amounts have been budgeted and Performance Evaluations completed.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Ryan Kinzler, JSHS Mathematics Teacher
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve hiring Ryan Kinzler to the position of JSHS Mathematics Teacher, temporary professional employee, Step1, per AEA Contract, effective first day of the 2015-16 school year, August 27, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Dennis O’Neil, JSHS Social Studies Teacher
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve hiring Dennis O’Neil to the position of JSHS Social Studies Teacher, temporary professional employee, Step1, per AEA Contract, effective first day of the 2015-16 school year, August 27, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		f.	Renee Worst, JSHS Social Studies Teacher
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve hiring Renee Worst to the position of JSHS Social Studies Teacher, temporary professional employee, Step1, per AEA Contract, effective first day of the 2015-16 school year, August 27, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Natalie Frank, JSHS English Teacher
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve hiring Natalie Frank to the position of JSHS English Teacher, temporary professional employee, Step1, per AEA Contract, effective first day of the 2015-16 school year, August 27, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Mr. Paris abstained.  Motion carried 6-0-1.

7.	POLICIES – No Report

	8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled August 6, 2015 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

a.	Inventory Control
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve Greg Wargo, Network Administrator’s request to recycle the PC’s listed on Attachment Technology “A” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to adjourn the meeting at 7:19 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.
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						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz 
Board Secretary
