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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

May 20, 2015

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, May 20, 2015.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Jennifer Newman, Donald Underwood
	Absent:  Michael Muhr, Alex Paris


ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Acting Superintendent/JSHS Principal
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		10 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions 

1.	The following students were recognized as the May Students of the Month:
	Alayna Walther – 6th Grade Student
	Logan Donnelly – 6th Grade Student
	Katelyn Yalacki – Senior
	Travis Smith - Senior

2.	May Teacher Spotlight:
	Beth Rosenberg - Elementary Teacher
	Lynn Akins - JSHS Teacher

3.	Alisha Reesh of Janney Montgomery Scott, LLC and Chris Brewer of Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP, presented the proposal for the 2015 construction bond.



Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None


GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the April 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the April 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the April and May 2015 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Accounts Payable for the April and May 2015 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Allegheny Medical – Student Athlete Physicals
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Allegheny Medical Integrated Health Services to complete the student sport physicals for the 2015-16 school year.  (Physicals are scheduled June 11, 2015, Nurse’s Office, Elementary Building)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	2015-16 Coaches
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the following coaches for the 2015-16 School Year:

	Baseball
	Jason Fogg, Head Coach
	James Morris, Assistant Coach
	James Matalik, Junior Varsity Baseball Coach

	Softball
	Tammy West, Head Coach
	Dave Niekum, 7th/8th Grade Head Coach
	Jamie Scears, 7th/8th Grade Assistant Coach

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.
B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		c.	Zachary Zebrasky–7th/8th Grade Head Volleyball Coach Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to accept Zachary Zebrasky’s resignation as the 7th/8th Grade Head Volleyball Coach, effective the end of the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	7th/8th Grade Head Volleyball Coach Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve a posting (advertisement if necessary) for a 7th/8th Grade Head Volleyball Coach for the 2015-16 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Meghan Brownlee–Assistant Volleyball Coach Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to accept Meghan Brownlee’s resignation as the Assistant Volleyball Coach for the 2015-16 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	A discussion was held regarding the number of students signed up for Varsity Volleyball for the 2015-16 school year.  Depending upon the number of participants, the Board agreed to eliminations.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Avella Little League Cheerleaders
PURPOSE:	Practice
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	July 20 – August 20, 2015

NAME:		Avella Little League Cheerleaders
PURPOSE:	Camp
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	June 29 – July 16, 2015 (Mondays & Thursdays)

NAME:		Avella Eaglettes
PURPOSE:	Meeting
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	June 4, 2015


ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		b.	Inventory Control
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve disposing of the following aged computer inventory items: #04442, #04132.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	McLean Architects – JSHS and Elementary Projects
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve McLean Architects to design the plans for the HVAC upgrades, Elementary window replacements, and JSHS roof replacement projects that will take place in 2016.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Donation to Polar Star Club
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve donating the old Elementary auto scrubber to the Polar Star Club.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	Special Education Comprehensive Plan
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to ratify the Special Education Comprehensive Plan presented by Dr. Erickson, Special Education Director, effective May 1, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Madison Novak – Tuition Student
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Madison Novak to attend Ft. Cherry School District’s agricultural course of study for the 2015-16 school year.  Madison Novak will be in the 9th grade for the 2015-16 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Intermediate Unit 1 – Social Work Services
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Social Work Services from the Intermediate Unit 1, for the 2015-16 school term, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

d.	Safe & Drug Free School – Memorandum of Understanding
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the Pennsylvania State Police Department and the Avella Area School District, pursuant to Act 26 of 1995, Safe & Drug Free School, Section 1317-2.  (Due every two years)  Attachment Curriculum “B”

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	2015-16 School Calendar - Revised
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the revisions to the School Calendar for the 2015-16 school year.  Attachment Curriculum “C” to Revised Agenda

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a. A Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled June 3, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.

		b.	Business Manager – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the renewal bond of Laura Shola, Business Manager, setting bond at $100,000, to begin July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, according to PA School Code Section 404.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Board Treasurer – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to appoint Donald Underwood as Board Treasurer with annual fee set at $500 for one year beginning July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, according to PA School Code Section 404, setting bond at $50,000.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Board Secretary – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to renew the bond for Debra Bentz as Board Secretary, at $50,000, to begin July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, according to PA School Code Section 404.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

e.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to First American Industries, Inc., in the amount of $10,647.00, per Attachment Finance “A”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to First American Industries, Inc., in the amount of $6,120.00, per Attachment Finance “B”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

g.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Liokareas Construction, in the amount of $31,680.00, per Attachment Finance “C”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

h.	McLean Architects - Invoice
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve payment of McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $9,508.60, for Project MA 1412 - 5, per Attachment Finance “D”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

i.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to McRandal Company Inc., in the amount of $20,700.00, per Attachment Finance “E” to Revised Agenda.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

j.	2015-2016 Proposed Budget
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the proposed budget in the amount of $10,324,471.00 for the fiscal year 2015-2016 and set the millage at 125 mills, a 2 mill increase. Attachment Finance “F” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.    Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to amend Bobbie-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal’s effective resignation date to May 22, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”. Mr. McConn said “nay”. Motion carried 6-1.

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	Extended School Year Special Education Aide
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Joy Kowcheck as an Extended School Year Program Special Education Aide, effective Summer 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Homebound Instructor - Posting 
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to ratify a posting for a Homebound Instructor for an 11th Grade Student.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Kristen Jakiel, Homebound Instructor
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Kristen Jakiel as the Homebound Instructor for an 11th Grade Student, effective May 7, 2015. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Linda Gilmore, Cafeteria Worker – Medical Leave of Absence
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Linda Gilmore’s request for a medical leave of absence, effective May 8, 2015. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Sheryl Wright-Brown, Sophomore Class Sponsor Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to accept Sheryl Wright-Brown’s resignation as Sophomore Class Sponsor, effective last day of the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		f.	Zachary Zebrasky, Junior Class Sponsor Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to accept Zachary Zebrasky’s resignation as Junior Class Sponsor, effective last day of the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Professional Postings
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the posting of the following positions:
	Sophomore Class Sponsor
	Junior Class Sponsor
	National Honor Society Sponsor (Kerri Bauer’s position)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		h.	2015-16 Marching Band Positions
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the following marching band positions for the 2015-16 school year:
Nick Deutsch, Band Director
Bethany Songer, Assistant Director
Jesse Rhoades, Drum Line Instructor
Kristina Kocher, Dance Line Instructor
Summer Miller, Color Guard Instructor

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		i.	Lori Ragan - Full Time Elementary Secretarial Position
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Lori Ragan as the full time Elementary Secretary, per PSEA Contract, effective July 1, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		j.	Susan Kubacka – Full Time JSHS Secretary Position
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Susan Kubacka to transfer to the full time JSHS secretary position that Lori Ragan held, effective June 29, 2015.  (Susan Kubacka’s full time aide position is eliminated, effective May 28, 2015.) 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		k.	Meghan Brownlee, Part-Time Elementary Secretary - Furlough
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve furloughing Meghan Brownlee from her part-time Elementary Secretary position, effective June 30, 2015, due to elimination of position.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.
B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		l.	Intermediate Unit Emergency Substitute Program 
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Commitment Form for the Emergency Sub Program Coordinated by Intermediate Unit 1 for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Personnel “A”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		m.	Homebound Instructor - Posting 
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to ratify a posting for a Homebound Instructor for a 9th Grade Special Education Student.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		n.	Alex Nikolopoulos, JSHS Guidance Counselor
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to hire Alex Nikolopoulos to the position of JSHS Guidance Counselor, full time temporary professional employee, per AEA Contract, effective August 27, 2015, the first day of the 2015-16 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

7.	POLICIES

a. Policies Revisions
Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the adoption/revisions to the following policies, effective May 20, 2015. (First reading was Attachment to April Agenda.)
· Discipline of Students with Disabilities Policy #113.1
· Behavior Support #113.2
· School Volunteer Policy #916

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled June 4, 2015 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report



C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz 
Board Secretary
