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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

March 18, 2015

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, March 18, 2015.  Ms. Leslie Cunningham, Board Vice President, called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent:  Jeffrey Devenney


ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Acting Superintendent/JSHS Principal
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Rachel Lozosky, District Solicitor
			10 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions 

1.	The following students were recognized as the March Students of the Month:
	Haylea Maceiko – 6th Grade Student
	Chelsi Bertovich – 6th Grade Student
	Derek Allen – Senior
	Jade Georgetti - Senior

2.	March Teacher Spotlight:
	Dan Davidson - Elementary Teacher
	Jamie Scears - JSHS Teacher

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None


GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the February 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the February 2015 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the February and March 2015 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Accounts Payable for the February and March 2015 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _GoBack]1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

a.	Agreement to Dissolve Cooperative Agreement
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to ratify the Agreement to Dissolve the Cooperative Agreement with Burgettstown School District for Junior High Football, effective March 10, 2015, per Attachment Athletic “A”

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	2015-16 Coaches
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following coaches for the 2015-16 school year:

	Boys’ Varsity Basketball
	Joseph Hough – Head Coach
	Jack Conn – Assistant Coach

	Boys’ 7th/8th Grade Basketball
	Zachary Zebrasky – Head Coach

	Girls’ Varsity Basketball
	James Matalik – Head Coach
	James Morris – Assistant Coach


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
		b.	2015-16 Coaches - Continued

	Rifle
	Jim Mounts – Head Coach

	Varsity Wrestling
	Jeremy Allen – Head Coach
	Dean Simonelli – Assistant Coach

Volleyball
Joelle Yamber - Head Coach
Meghan Brownlee - Assistant Coach

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	Volunteer Baseball Coach
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve Zane Zebrasky as a volunteer baseball coach for the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Boiler Replacement Project at Avella Elementary Center
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to award the Boiler Replacement Project at Avella Elementary Center to First American Industries, in the amount of $318,700.00, per McLean Architects’ letter dated March 18, 2015 as Attachment B&G “A”.  Contract amount of $318,700.00 to be paid from Capital Projects Fund.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	Improvement Projects for Avella Area School District
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to award the Improvement Projects for Avella Area School District to the low bidders outlined in McLean Architects’ letter dated March 18, 2015, with the exception of the Pluming Base Contract, in the amount of $1,168,516.00, as Attachment B&G “B”.  Contract amounts of $1,168,516.00 to be paid from Capital Projects Fund.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.




B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

c.	McLean Architects’ Invoice – Improvement Projects for AASD
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve payment of McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $33,835.01 for Project #MA 1412-4, Improvement Projects for Avella Area School District. as Attachment B&G “C”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	2014-15 School Calendar
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following revisions to the 2014-15 school calendar:
	2/19/15 – Snow Day	4/10/15	Makeup Snow Day
	2/20/15 – Snow Day	4/09/15 Makeup Snow Day
	3/05/15 – Snow Day	4/08/15 Makeup Snow Day

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	Bakers’ Dozen Course
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to direct the Administration to implement a Bakers’ Dozen course in the curriculum for the 2015-16 school year.

	Bakers’ Dozen Course: Cooking class covering baking techniques that would include cakes, cookies, pies, desserts, biscuits, muffins, yeast breads, quick breads, while also incorporating nutrition, food preparation techniques, and meal management and consumer behavior.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a. Finance Committee Meetings are scheduled at 5:30 p.m.:
April 1, 2015
April 15, 2015
May 6, 2015
June 3, 2015

5.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	Substitute Support Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Pamela Bradbury to the Substitute Support Personnel List for the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

5.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

b.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following to the Substitute Teacher List for the 2014-15 school year:
	James Morris
	Charity Porbin

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	Extended School Year Program Teacher – 19 One Hour Sessions
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve a posting (advertisement if necessary) for an Extended School Year Program Teacher, effective Summer 2015, 19 – one (1) hour sessions.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		d.	Camp Laugh-A-Lot Program/Laboratory Special Education Aide
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve a posting for a Special Education Aide for the Camp Laugh-A-Lot Program/Laboratory, effective Summer 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		e.	Ann Andrews, Elementary Secretary - Retirement
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to accept Ann Andrews, Full Time Elementary Secretary’s request for retirement, effective June 30, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		f.	Full Time Elementary Secretary - Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to post (advertisement if necessary) for a full time Elementary Secretary position.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		g.	School Volunteer List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the following to the School Volunteer List for the 2014-15 school year:
	Paula Davies – Elementary School
	Connie Rush – Marching Band
	Elaine Scott – Marching Band
	Melissa Ware – Elementary School

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	POLICIES

a. A first reading was held of the Attendance Policy and Substitute Teacher Policy.

b. Policies Revisions
Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve revisions to the following policies, effective March 18, 2015, per Attachment Policies “B” to Revised Agenda. (Revisions requested by Matt Erickson, Special Education Director.)
· #113.1 – Behavior Support/Discipline of Students with Disabilities
· #216.2 – Student Records – Special Education Records

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	7.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	A Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled April 2, 2015 at 7:45 a.m.

8.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

9.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report

	10.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Mr. Cyril Walther – District Superintendent
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Newman, to elect Mr. Cyril Walther to the office of District Superintendent of the Avella Area  School District for a term of five (5) years, commencing July 1, 2015 and continuing through June 30, 2020, in accordance with the terms of the mutually acceptable  Employment Agreement, Attachment Negotiation "A" to the Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

PRESENTATION:
Matt Erickson, Special Education Director, presented the Special Education Audit.

			Special Education Comprehensive Plan - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the posting of the Special Education Comprehensive Plan for public review.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE - Continued

a.	McRandal Company – Plumbing Contract
	Moved by Mr. McConn to award the Plumbing Contract for Avella Area School District to McRandal Company, in the amount of $374,000.00, per McLean Architects’ letter dated March 18, 2015.  Contract amount of $374,000.00 to be paid from Capital Projects Fund.

			Motion tabled due to lack of second.

RECESS:  The Board of Directors recessed the Regular Board Meeting of Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 8:24 p.m. to reconvene on Wednesday, March 25, 2015 at 5:00 p.m., and to enter into an Executive Session to discuss personnel and contracts.


RECONVENED:  The Reconvened Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, March 25, 2015.  Ms. Leslie Cunningham, Board Vice President, called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Leslie Cunningham, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris
	Absent:  James Cassidy, Jeffrey Devenney, Michael Muhr, Donald Underwood


ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Acting Superintendent/JSHS Principal
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal - Absent
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 

OTHERS:		1 Visitor


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions - None

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None

B.	OLD BUSINESS

1.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	McRandal Company – Plumbing Contract
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to award the Plumbing Contract for Avella Area School District to McRandal Company, in the amount of $374,000.00, per McLean Architects’ letter dated March 18, 2015.  Contract amount of $374,000.00 to be paid from Capital Projects Fund.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.



C.	NEW BUSINESS

1. FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	Electronic Signatures Resolution
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Resolution regarding Mr. Cyril Walther’s electronic signature, per Attachment Finance “A” to Addendum.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

2. PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept the resignation of Bobbie-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal, effective May 29, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Ms. Cunningham called an Executive Session at 5:07 p.m. regarding personnel with no further voting to occur.

C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms.Newman, to adjourn the meeting at 5:07 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.




						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary



