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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312


BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES


November 13, 2013


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, November 13, 2013.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent: Kevin Geresti



ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Thomas Graham, JSHS Principal
			Cyril Walther, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary


OTHERS:		Rachel Lazosky, District Solicitor
			15 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the November Students of the Month:
	Carly Dowiak – 6th Grade Student
	Elijah Porbin – 6th Grade Student
	Emily Rush – Senior
	Josh Danneker - Senior

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None


VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None

GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Board Minutes for the October Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the October 2013 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the October and November 2013 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Accounts Payable for the October and November 2013 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Athletic Inventory Control
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Jason Fogg, Athletic Director’s request, to discard old athletic items found in storage, per Attachment B&G “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	A discussion was held regarding the football program.

c.	A Committee of the Whole Meeting is scheduled December 18, 2013 at 6:15 p.m.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		5th Grade Elementary Boys’ Basketball 
		(Brownson House Team)
PURPOSE:	Basketball Practice
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	2013-14 Season

B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Use of Facilities - Continued

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	Inventory Control
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the disposal of the following cafeteria equipment: 
3 wheeled carts and 2 storage racks

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a.	Safe & Drug Free School – Memorandum of Understanding
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the revised Memorandum of Understanding with Law Enforcement, per letter dated October 17, 2013 from Rachel Lozosky, District Solicitor. Attached as Curriculum “A”.  (Previously approved May 2013).  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	Washington County Community Foundation, Inc.
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to ratify the Funding Agreement between Washington County Community Foundation, Inc. and Avella Area School District for the Technology Program, per Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	8th Grade Trip to Washington DC
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the 8th grade trip to Washington DC from April 2-4, 2014, per Attachment Curriculum “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

	a.	AIU – Gasoline/Diesel Consortium 
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to ratify the Authorization Form for Avella Area School District to participate in the Gasoline/Diesel Consortium for the 2014-15 school year, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE - Continued

	b.	Advertisement – School Van
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to ratify an advertisement for three consecutive weeks for bids for the purchase of a used passenger van, year 2010 or newer, 8 to 10 passenger capacity, less than 35,000 miles.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	c.	School Van
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following:
· Purchase of a 2013 Ford E150 XLT Wagon from Star Lake Ford Lincoln Mercury, in the amount of $25,000, per handout.
· Scrap the 2001 Dodge van for $600 at Powers’ Auto Crushing, Avella, Pennsylvania.
 
ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	d.	Budget Transfer
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve a budget transfer request for the month of November, per handout.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	e.	PA Educator.Net – Contract of Services
Motion to renew the Contract of Services between Avella Area School District and PA Educator.Net, per Attachment Finance “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Musical Producers - MOU
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Avella Education Association and The Avella Area School District for Lynn Maidment-Clarchick and Debora Descutner to share the Musical Producer position for the 2013-14 school year, per Attachment Negotiations “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.





B.	NEW BUSINESS

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE - Continued

		b.	Agreement – Linda Jukes
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Agreement between Avella Area School District and Linda Jukes for consulting services, per Attachment Negotiations “B”, pending receipt of clearances and physical.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	2013-14 Security Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve James Geresti’s request to add Sarah Gossett to his 2013-14 Security Personnel List.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	2013-14 Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following to the Substitute Teacher List for the 2013-14 school term. All clearances are on file.
	Dennis Burke – IU 1 Substitute Teacher
	Martin O’Brien – IU 1 Substitute Teacher

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	2013-14 School Volunteers
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the following volunteers for the 2013-14 school year.  All clearances are on file.
	Courtney Bedillion – Dance Team
	Joey McConn - Elementary
	Jamie Smith – Elementary
	Gary Vizyak – Band
	Jessica Wright- Elementary

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”. Ms. Cunningham and Mr. McConn abstained.  Motion carried 6-0-2.

d.	Joelle Yamber, Freshman Class Sponsor
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Joelle Yamber as the Freshman Class Sponsor per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

e.	Homebound Instructor for Kindergarten Student
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Jessica Crum as a Homebound Instructor for a Kindergarten student, effective October 29, 2013, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

f.	Homebound Instructor for 12th Grade Student
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Dana Gatewood as a Homebound Instructor for a 12th Grade Student with Multi-Disabilities, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

g.	Kerri Bauer – Maternity Leave
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to accept Kerri Bauer’s request to extend her maternity leave through December 17, 2013.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

7.	POLICIES

		a.	Policies
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the revisions to the Attendance Policy, #204, effective immediately.  (First Reading was held 10/16/13)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled December 5, 2013 at 7:45 a.m.

b.	Dr. Logue-Belden reported she is applying for the Safe Schools Initiative Targeted Grant.

c.	A discussion was held regarding advertising a reward for the arrest and conviction of bomb threats.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
a.	Dr. Logue-Belden reported the status of the Chromebook deployment.

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report




C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

						Respectfully submitted,



						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary

