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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312


BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES


October 16, 2013


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, October 16, 2013.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney via speaker phone, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood



ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Thomas Graham, JSHS Principal
			Cyril Walther, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary


OTHERS:		Jonathan Higie, District Solicitor
			15 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the October Students of the Month:
	Nadia Bongiorni – 6th Grade Student
	Brianna Jenkins – 6th Grade Student
	Maria Villotti – Senior
	Nate Connolly - Senior

2.	Dr. Logue-Belden, Superintendent, presented her October Progress Report to the Board.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None


VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None


GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Board Minutes for the September Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the September 2013 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the September and October 2013 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Accounts Payable for the September and October 2013 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

Nicolle Bazant-Pleil, Food Service Director - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept Nicolle Bazant-Pleil’s resignation as Food Service Director, effective September 17, 2013.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	A discussion was held regarding the food service program.

Food Service Program
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to direct the Administration to place the District’s food service out to bid.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.   Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “nay”.  Motion denied 4-5.



B.	NEW BUSINESS - Continued

	Vicki Capone, Food Service Director
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve Vicki Capone as the Food Service Director, effective October 24, 2013, to complete the remainder of the previous Food Service Director’s Contract, with a 90 day probationary period, $35,000, pending receipt of clearances and signed contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

Mr. Devenney departed the meeting at 7:45 p.m. via speaker phone.


	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	2013 War on Shore Wrestling Tournament
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to allocate $1,700 towards the 2013 War on Shore Wrestling tournament. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Inventory Control
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve disposal of the items listed on Attachment B&G “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Girl Scouts of Western PA
PURPOSE:	Meetings
PLACE:		Elementary Center
DATES:	Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 9, 2013 and Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 3, 
		April 7, May 5, 2014

NAME:		Girl Scouts of Western PA
PURPOSE:	Girl Scouts Fun Days Program
PLACE:		Elementary Center
DATES:	Oct. 21 & 28, 2013

NAME:		Art Club Halloween & Fall Festival
PURPOSE:	Halloween Festival
PLACE:		JSHS Cafeteria and Hall
DATES:	October 23, 2013


B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

b.	Use of Facilities - Continued

NAME:		Elementary Girls’ Intramural Basketball
PURPOSE:	Intramural Practice/Games – Winter
		Brownson House Practice - Spring
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	November 2013 – May 2014

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE – No Report

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	Student Activity Fund
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the 7th Grade Class of 2019’s request to establish a Student Activity Account.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	R.A.M.E. Inc. – Payment #5
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certification for payment #5 to R.A.M.E. Inc. in the amount of $51,836.90, per Attachment Finance “A”, subject to final cleanup.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	New Band Uniforms
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to authorize the Administration to obtain 3 quotes for new band uniforms.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Amendment to IU 1 Health Insurance Consortium Trust Agreement
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Amendment to the Intermediate Unit 1 Health Insurance Consortium Trust Agreement, per Attachment Negotiations “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	Kara Ruffalo, Maternity Leave
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to accept Kara Ruffalo’s request for maternity leave, effective November 26, 2013 - January 13, 2014.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	Kristina Kocher, Assistant Winter Guard Dance Line Instructor
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Kristina Kocher as the Assistant Winter Guard Dance Line Instructor for the 2013-14 school year, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

c.	Sarah White, Foreign Language Teacher - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to accept Sarah White’s resignation as Foreign Language Teacher, effective October 18, 2013.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.


EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. McConn called an Executive Session at 8:18 p.m. regarding personnel.  The Board returned to regular session at 8:24 p.m.

Further action taken by the Board:

		d.	Olinda Carolina Zusinas, Foreign Language Teacher
Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve hiring Olinda Carolina Zusinas to the position of Foreign Language Teacher, temporary professional employee, Step1, per AEA Contract, effective October 21, 2013.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”. Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Geresti and Mr. Underwood said “nay”.  Motion carried 5-3.

e.	2013-14 Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following to the Substitute Teacher List for the 2013-14 school term. All clearances are on file.
· Michelle Dzuba
· Alex Nikolopoulos - Substitute for Kerri Bauer, JSHS Guidance Counselor, while on maternity leave.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		f.	2013-14 School Volunteers
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following volunteers for the 2013-14 school year.  All clearances are on file.
	Tina Clegg – Elementary
	Terri Jeffers – Elementary

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

g.	Dana Gatewood, Freshman Class Sponsor – Resignation 
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to accept Dana Gatewood’s resignation as Freshman Class Sponsor.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

h.	Freshman Class Sponsor – Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to ratify a posting for the Freshman Class Sponsor.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

i.	Homebound Instructor – Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve a posting for a Homebound Instructor for a kindergarten student.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

j.	Substitute Cafeteria Worker
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Susan Carl to the 2013-14 Substitute Cafeteria List.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

k.	Renee Bailey, Homebound Instructor - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to accept Renee Bailey’s resignation as Homebound Instructor for a 12th Grade Student with Multi-Disabilities.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

l.	Homebound Instructor - Posting
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve a posting for a Homebound Instructor for a 12th Grade Student with Multi-Disabilities.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.
B.	NEW BUSINESS

7.	POLICIES

		a.	Adopted/Revised Policies
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the adoption/revisions to the following policies, effective immediately. (First Reading was held 9/11/13)
· Policy #217 – Graduation Requirements
· Policy #253 – Student Enrollment in Non-Avella Courses
· Policy #823 – Chromebooks 
· Policy #815 – Student Use of the Internet
· Policy #815.1 – Use of Internet District Network

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	A first reading was held of the additional revisions to the Attendance Policy.

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled November 7, 2013 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
a.	A discussion was held regarding the status and deployment of Chromebooks.

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report

	STUDENT DISCIPLINE
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. McConn, to officially approve the recommendation of the Board Committee, provided in the context of the student discipline hearing held earlier this evening in the matter involving Student 2013-1 and direct and authorize the Solicitor to prepare and provide the family with an appropriate written Adjudication consistent with this action.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Mr. Muhr abstained. Motion carried 7-0-1.

		FIREWORKS
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Zambelli’s fireworks display at the October 25, 2013 football game, pending receipt of insurance verification.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

						Respectfully submitted,



						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary

