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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

May 15, 2013


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, May 15, 2013.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:24 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent: Kevin Geresti

ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Thomas Graham, JSHS Principal
			Joel Kirsch, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			15 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION 

1.	The following students were recognized as the May Students of the Month:
Leigha Cooke – 6th Grade
Jacquelyn Kagle – 6th Grade
Amber Kirschner - 11th Grade 
Joseph Ryan– 11th Grade 

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING 

1.	The following requested to speak regarding the finals policy in the student handbook.
	Jack Conn, 242 Fallen Timber Road, Avella, PA
	Dana Cecchini, 207 Independence Road, Avella, PA
	Lori Muhr, 74 Ridge Road, Avella, PA

		Exemption from Finals
Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to continue to apply the provisions of the Student Handbook relating to exemption from finals for the remainder of the 2012-13 school year.  



		Exemption from Finals - Continued

Mr. Paris moved to amend and Mr. Muhr agreed with the following amendment:

Motion to adhere to the language in the current Student Handbook under which teachers may exempt students from final examination (other than AP classes) if the criteria in the handbook are met, for the remainder of the 2012-13 school year, and to direct the Administration to develop a comprehensive policy and procedures for the administration of final examination (including scheduling) for use beginning in school year 2013-14, and to present the same to the Board for approval early enough for its inclusion in the Student Handbook for the next school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Mr. Cassidy, Mr. McConn, and Ms. Newman said “nay”.   Motion carried 5-3.

2.	Linda Gagliani, 24 Parker Road, Avella, PA, requested to speak regarding the Pay-to-Play policy.

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None


GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Board Minutes for the April Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the April Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the April and May 2013 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Accounts Payable for the April and May 2013 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”




B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Memorandum of Understanding – Jason Fogg, Athletic Director
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve a Memorandum of Understanding for Jason Fogg, Athletic Director, per Attachment Athletic “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Mr. Devenney said “nay”.  Motion carried 7-1.

		b.	Dominic Frank, Volunteer Football Coach
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Dominic Frank as a Volunteer Football Coach for the 2013-14 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

c.	The Title IX Interscholastic Athletic Disclosure Report was given to the Board for review.

d.	The money used to purchase the football scoreboard will be from the 2013-14 budget.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Inventory Control
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to dispose of the following computer from the High School Library Lab:  Bytespeed Computer, SN 2005-008066, Tag 04301.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	Use of School Facilities
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Class of 2015
PURPOSE:	Car Show
PLACE:		Parking Lot, Room 108, Cafeteria
DATES:	Saturday, July 13, 2013 (7:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.)

NAME:		Girl Scouts of Western PA
PURPOSE:	Girl Scout Fun Nights
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	September 23 and 30, 2013 (3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.)

NAME:		Avella Little League Cheerleaders
PURPOSE:	Camp/Meetings
PLACE:		Elementary Gym or whatever is available
DATES:	May 21, June 4, July 15-18, 22-25, 2013 (6-8 pm)



B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

b.	Use of School Facilities - Continued

NAME:		Cross Creek #3 Board of Elections
PURPOSE:	2013 Primary Election
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	May 21, 2013 (6:30 a.m. – 830 p.m.)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a.	Safe & Drug Free School – Memorandum of Understanding
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the Pennsylvania State Police Department and the Avella Area School District, pursuant to Act 26 of 1995, Safe & Drug Free School, Section 1317-2.  (Due every two years)  Attachment Curriculum “A”

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	Washington D.C. Smithsonian Field Trip
Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Edward Breitigan as a chaperone and additional driver for the Science Club Field Trip to Washington D.C. on June 13, 2013, per revised Attachment Curriculum “B”.  Mr. Breitigan has completed a Volunteer Form and updated clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	A Non-Voting Committee of the Whole Meeting is scheduled June 5, 2013 at 6:15 p.m. to discuss the 2013-14 budget.

		b.	Business Manager – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the renewal bond of Laura Shola, Business Manager, setting bond at $100,000, to begin July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014, according to PA School Code Section 404.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE - Continued


		c.	Board Treasurer – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to appoint Donald Underwood as Board Treasurer with annual fee set at $500 for one year beginning July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014, according to PA School Code Section 404, setting bond at $50,000.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		d.	Board Secretary – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to renew the bond for Debra Bentz as Board Secretary, at $50,000, to begin July 1, 2013 through June 20, 2014, according to PA School Code Section 404.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		e.	Unitization Agreement
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Unitization Agreement for the Avella Land Ventures Inc., per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

f.	Mr. McConn, Board President, sent a letter to the Cross Creek Township Supervisors regarding the District’s request of a $10,000 donation towards a new scoreboard and eliminating the pay-to-play fees for the 2013-14 school year.

g.	2013-2014 Preliminary Budget
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the preliminary budget in the amount of $10,373,270 for the fiscal year 2013-2014 and set the millage at 120.88 mills, a 0 mill increase. Attachment Finance “C” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		h.	Electronic Signatures Resolution
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Electronic Signatures Resolution prepared by District Solicitor as Attachment Finance “D” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Memorandum of Understanding – Marching Band
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Avella Area School District and the Avella Education Association, regarding the Color Guard and Dance Line Instructors, for the 2013-14 school year, per Attachment Negotiations “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	Memorandum of Understanding – Summer Work Hours
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Avella Area School District and the PSEA regarding the 2013 summer work schedule of 4 days/10 hours per day week, per Attachment Negotiations “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

c.	A Negotiations Committee Meeting is scheduled May 21, 2013 at 6:15 p.m.

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Homebound Instructor for 10th Grade Student
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Lauren Caumo as a Homebound Instructor for a 10th grade student, effective 4/26/13, per AEA Contract. (Posting approved 4/17/13)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	Ruth Blose – Change of Retirement Date
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Ruth Blose’s request to change her retirement date to June 30, 2013.  Mrs. Blose’s retirement incentives will not be forfeited from her original retirement date.  Mrs. Blose is also approved as a volunteer for the 2013-14 school year and a chaperone for the Panama trip.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	Postings
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to ratify/approve postings of the following positions:
	Full Time Foreign Language Teacher (Mrs. Blose’s position)
	Homebound Instructor for 11th Grade Student

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued


		d.	Homebound Instructor for 11th Grade Student
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to ratify Dean Mastrangelo as a Homebound Instructor for an 11th grade student, effective 5/10/13, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		e.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Gina Graham to the 2012-13 Substitute Teacher List.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		f.	Joseph Seibert - Retirement
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to regretfully accept the retirement request of Joseph Seibert, effective the last day of the 2014-15 school year, 2 year notice.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		g.	Band Instructors
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following Band Instructors for the 2013-14 school year:
	Bethany Songer, Marching Band Assistant Band Director
	Jesse Rhoades, Drum Line Instructor

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		h.	Katelyn Marquis, Color Guard Instructor - Resignation
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to accept Katelyn Marquis’ resignation as Color Guard Instructor, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		i.	Color Guard Instructor – Posting
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve a posting (advertisement if necessary) for a Color Guard Instructor for the 2013-14 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		j.	Jessica Miller – Full Time Art Teacher
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Jessica Miller’s voluntary transfer into the full time Art Teacher position as a result of Mr. Romano’s resignation effective the first day of the 2013-14 school term.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		k.	A discussion was held regarding the art and music teaching positions.

7.	POLICIES

		a.	A discussion was held regarding the Student Cafeteria Account Policy.

		b.	A Performance Based Evaluation Form was given to the Board to review.

		c.	Wellness Committee
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to appoint Leslie Cunningham as the Board Member to serve on the Wellness Committee.  (Per Student Wellness Policy #246 the following members are to serve on the Wellness Committee: Administration, Food Service Director, Board Member, student, parent/guardian, member of the public and teacher.)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled June 6, 2013 at 7:45 a.m.

b.	COPS Hiring Program documents were reviewed by the Board.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

		a.	Technology Services Agreement
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Agreement between the Intermediate Unit I and Avella Area School District to provide technology services for the 2013-14 school year, per Attachment Technology “A” to Revised Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report





C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary


