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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

April 17, 2013


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, April 17, 2013.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent: Kevin Geresti, Jennifer Newman

ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Thomas Graham, JSHS Principal
			Joel Kirsch, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			9 Visitors

A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION 

1.	The following students were recognized as the April Students of the Month:
Justin Lowe – 6th Grade
Josh Butcher  – 6th Grade
Aaron Casciola - 11th Grade 
Andrew Haskakis– 11th Grade 
Cory Adams- 11th Grade

2.	Dr. Logue-Belden, Superintendent, presented her April Progress Report.

3.	Mr. James Mounts, Head Rifle Coach, presented the 2008 PIAA Team Runner Up and the 2013 Third Place Team Finish rifle team trophies.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING 

1.	Jeff Devenney, Board Member, requested to speak regarding the school calendar and PSSA testing dates.

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None



GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Board Minutes for the March Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the March Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the March and April 2013 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Accounts Payable for the March and April 2013 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Marc Kania, Athletic Director - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to accept the resignation of Marc Kania as Athletic Director, effective March 22, 2013.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Athletic Director - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to ratify the posting for an Athletic Director for the 2013-14 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Jason Fogg, Athletic Director
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Jason Fogg as the Athletic Director for the 2013-14 school year, per AEA Contract. Administration will approach the AEA for a Memorandum of Understanding.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

		d.	Katelyn Marquis, Assistant Tennis Coach
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Katelyn Marquis as the Assistant Tennis Coach for the 2013-14 school year, per AEA Contract. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Laura Lazzarotti, Assistant Cross Country Coach – Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to accept Laura Lazzarotti’s resignation as Assistant Cross Country Coach for the 2013-14 school year.  (Position will only be posted if Head Coach does not have a recommendation.)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		f.	Inventory Control - Volleyball Uniforms
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the disposal of a box of outdated volleyball uniforms found in the gym.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

g.	The Cross Country and Track Coach positions have been posted.  To date, no applicants have applied.

h.	A discussion was held regarding the scoreboard.  This item will be addressed at the May 8, 2013 meeting.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	ELF Entertainment
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to make a matter of record, the attached agreement between ELF Entertainment and the Avella Area PTA, Inc., a/k/a the Avella Eagles Connection, with respect to Fun Day, scheduled for May 28, 2013 at the Avella Area School District. Attachment B&G “A” 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	Intermediate Unit 1 – Psychological & Social Work Services
Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Psychological Services and Social Work Services from the Intermediate Unit 1, for the 2013-14 school term, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE - Continued

		b.	Washington D.C. Smithsonian Field Trip
Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Science Club to travel to Washington D.C. to tour the Smithsonian Museum and Museum of Natural History on June 13, 2013, per Attachment Curriculum “B”.  Chaperones will be driving the students.  Parents/Guardians must sign a waiver prepared by District Solicitor.  The drivers, Mrs. Breitigan and Mrs. Maidment-Clarchick, must sign School Transportation Agreements prepared by District Solicitor.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	A discussion was held regarding the Avella Foundation.

b.	Non-Voting Committee of the Whole Meetings are scheduled to meet April 24, June 5, 2013 at 6:15 p.m. to discuss the 2013-14 budget.  A voting Committee of the Whole Meeting will be held May 8, 2013 at 6:15 p.m.

		c.	Roof Replacement Phase I (MA 1304)
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to award the Roof Replacement Contract for Avella Area Junior Senior High School to R.A.M.E. Inc. in the amount of $512,000, per McLean Architects’ letter dated April 11, 2013 as Attachment Finance “B”.  Contract amount of $512,000 to be paid from Capital Projects Fund.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Capital Projects Fund
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve transferring $40,000 of the 2012-13 budgetary reserve to the Capital Projects Fund. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	McLean Architect Invoice for Roof Replacement Project MA-1304
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve McLean Architects’ Invoice in the amount of $31,154.80, per Attachment Finance “C”.  Amount to be paid from Capital Projects Fund.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Sheila Repole – Change of Retirement Date
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Sheila Repole’s request to change her retirement date to June 30, 2013, per Memorandum of Understanding prepared by District Solicitor as Negotiations Attachment “A”.  Mrs. Repole’s retirement incentives will not be forfeited from her original retirement date.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Ronald Romano – Memorandum of Understanding
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding prepared by District Solicitor for Mr. Ronald Romano’s change of retirement date which was board approved at the March 2013 meeting.  Negotiations Attachment “B”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Postings
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve postings of the following positions:
	Full Time Art Teacher (Mr. Romano’s position)
	Full Time JSHS Math Teacher (Ms. Baur’s position)
	Full Time Chemistry and Physics Teacher (Mr. Hage’s position)
	Full Time Social Studies Teacher (Ms. Repole’s position)
	Homebound Instructor for 10th Grade Student

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Extended School Year Program Coordinators
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Dana Gatewood and Jessica Crum as Extended School Year Program Coordinators, effective Summer 2013, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Extended School Year Program Teachers
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Dana Gatewood and Renee Bredniak as Extended School Year Program Teachers, effective Summer 2013, 19 – One (1) Hour Sessions, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		d.	Extended School Year Program Special Education Aides
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Kathy Adams, Linda Gagliani, and Amy Rush as Extended School Year Program Special Education Aides, effective Summer 2013.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Camp Laugh-A-Lot Program Special Education Aide 
	Motion was tabled due to no applicants.

		f.	Volunteer List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following to the 2012-13 Volunteer List.  All clearances are on file.
	1.	Mary Joyce Mankey – Dance Team
	2.	Dana Cecchini – Dance Team

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Mindi Borelli to the 2012-13 Substitute Teacher List.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

7.	POLICIES – No Report

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	A Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled May 2, 2013 at 7:45 a.m.

b.	Dr. Logue-Belden reported the monthly security update:
· Active Shooter Drill is scheduled May 22, 2013
· Staff Training Certificates

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

a.	A discussion was held regarding student Chromebook computers.

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

a.	Orbit Software, Inc. – BusBoss Professional
Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Support Agreement with Orbit Software, Inc., for the software product BusBoss Professional, in the amount of $5,101.50, for the 2013-14 school term.  (Attachment Transportation “A”)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE - Continued

		b.	A discussion was held regarding bus stop signs.

c.	A Transportation Committee Meeting is scheduled May 8, 2013, following the Committee of the Whole Meeting at 6:15 p.m.


C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary


