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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

January 16, 2013


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, January 16, 2013.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board Vice-President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent: Corey McConn


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Thomas Graham, JSHS Principal
			Joel Kirsch, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Rachel Lozosky, District Solicitor
			11 Visitors

A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION 

1.	The following students were recognized as the January Students of the Month:
Emerson Rice – 6th Grade
Chase McAlpine  – 6th Grade
Sylvia Dreistadt – 12th Grade Student
Jacob Graham - 12th Grade Student

2.	Jessica Miller, JSHS Art Teacher, recognized JSHS Art Award Students: Ray Fiorentini, Cicely Murray, Andrea Neil, Casey McCauley and Polly Clarchick.

3.	Board Members are recognized during the month of January for volunteering their time for the betterment of public education in our community from the staff, students, and Pennsylvania School Boards Association.

4.	Dr. Logue-Belden, Superintendent, presented the January Progress Report to the Board.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None

GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Board Minutes for the December 2012 Reorganization and Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the December 2012 Reorganization and Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of Accounts Payable for the December 2012 and January 2013 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Accounts Payable for the December 2012 and January 2013 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	2013-14 Fall Sport Coaches
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following coaches for the 2013-14 school year:

7th/8th Girls Basketball
Gilbert Cutruzzula, Head Coach
Mike Drazich, Assistant Coach

Cheerleading (Fall/Winter Sports)
Carmen Liggett, Head Coach
Susan Kubacka, Assistant Coach

Cross Country
Clara Zatta, Head Coach
Laura Lazzarotti, Assistant Coach

Football
Ryan Cecchini, Head Coach
Gary Rankin, Assistant Coach
Zach Zebrasky, Assistant Coach



B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
a.	2013-14 Fall Sport Coaches - Continued

			Tennis
Charles McGinnis, Head Coach

Volleyball
Stephanie Woodruff, Head Coach
Chelsea Mankey, Assistant Coach

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	Jodi Irey, Assistant Track Coach
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Jodi Irey as the Assistant Track Coach for the 2012-13 school year.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	Volunteer – 7th/8th Grade Boys’ Basketball
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Kayla Ferguson as a volunteer to the 7th/8th Grade Boys’ Basketball Team for the 2012-13 school year.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	d.	Athletic Trainer – California University of Pennsylvania
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Article of Agreement for Graduate Athletic Training Internships with California University of Pennsylvania for the 2013-14 school year, and to include the same in the 2013-2014 Athletic Budget, at a cost of $16,000.    Attachment Athletic “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	e.	Dance Team - Competition
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Dance Team to attend a competition in Wildwood, New Jersey, from May 2-5, 2013.  The Dance Team members are responsible for all expenses of the competition.  Attachment Athletic “B”

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

		f.	Cooperative Agreements with Burgettstown School District
Per District Solicitor, the Cooperative Agreements for Junior High Wrestling, Junior High Football, and Golf were each one year agreements.  Each has automatically been renewed because neither District timely expressed an interest in not renewing.   The programs will continue and the Board does not need to take any definitive action.

		g.	Cooperative Agreement – Tennis Program
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the Cooperative Agreement between Burgettstown Area School District and Avella Area School District, for the purpose of enabling eligible students who are attending Burgettstown Area School District to participate in the Avella Area School District’s Tennis Program, for the 2013-14 school year.  Attachment Athletic “C”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		h.	Avella Athletics, Inc.
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to reinstate the donation of $1,500 to the Avella Athletics, Inc.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

i.	A discussion was held regarding the Pay-to-Play Policy.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

	a.	Powder Puff Tournament
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the Student Council’s request to host an Intra-School Powder Puff Tournament, per Attachment B&G “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	A discussion was held regarding building security.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	Holocaust Museum Field Trip
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Mrs. Lazzarotti’s Sophomore English Class and Mrs. Repole’s American History Class to attend the Holocaust Museum in Washington DC on February 7, 2013.  The bus will depart at 6:30 a.m. and return approximately 8:30 p.m.  Admission is free.  Transportation will be provided by Central Cab. Each student/chaperone will pay $40   towards the remaining transportation costs.  Students are responsible for meals.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
		a.	Holocaust Museum Field Trip - Continued

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	b.	Adjudication
Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Adjudication for Student # 5589679958.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

c.	The Keystone Achievement Awards Presentation is scheduled at the Intermediate Unit 1 on January 22, 2013 at 8:45 a.m.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

	a.	Adoption of Resolution – Act 1
Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve adoption of the Resolution, pursuant to Section 311(d)(1), indicating that the District will not raise the rate of any tax by more than its index, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	b.	PA-Educator.Net
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Avella Area School District and PA-Educator.Net, per Attachment Finance “B”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	A Negotiations Committee Meeting is scheduled 1/30/13 at 6:00 p.m.

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Security Personnel
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following to the 2012-13 Security Personnel List, per request of James D. Geresti: 
	Michael Utchel, Police Officer

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

	b.	Volunteer List
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the following to the Volunteer List for the 2012-13 school year:  All clearances are on file.
	Jill Brownlee – Dance Team
	Stacy Rush – Dance Team
	Kari Dellapina – Elementary School

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	Katie Crawley, Marching Band Dance Line Instructor - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to accept the resignation of Katie Crawley as Marching Band Dance Line Instructor, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		d.	Posting - Marching Band Dance Line Instructor 
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the posting (advertisement, if necessary) for a Marching Band Dance Line Instructor for the 2013-14 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		e.	Posting –Homebound Instructor
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to ratify a posting for a Homebound Instructor for a 12th Grade Student.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		f.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Michelle Rankin and Katelyn Marquis to the 2012-13 Substitute Teacher List.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

g.	A discussion was held regarding the status of the Food Service Director position.

h.	A discussion was held regarding the status of the school photographer position.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

7.	POLICIES
a.	A first reading of the following policies/procedures were given to the Board:
· #114 Gifted Education
· Recommended Revisions to #204 Attendance

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled February 7, 2012 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

		a.	Technology Enhanced Curriculum
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to direct the Administration to proceed with implementation of the 1 to 1 Computing Initiative presented at the Technology Committee Meeting on January 10, 2013, at a total estimated cost of $150,000, with the understanding that while the School District will budget this estimated cost for 2013-2014, efforts will be made to obtain funding from grants and other community resources.   Attachment Technology “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
a.	A discussion was held regarding the upcoming Road Closures on Route 50/844 


C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary


