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BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

October 19, 2016

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, October 19, 2016.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Karen Birdsall, Leslie Cunningham, James Gagich, Tina Lengauer, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman
	Absent: Jeffrey Devenney, Alex Paris

ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Sheryl Wright-Brown, JSHS Principal
			Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 

OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions

1.	The following students were recognized as the October Students of the Month:
	Sierra Dayak – 6th Grade Student
	Troy Cooke – 6th Grade Student
	Sarah Maidment – Senior
	Alex Pompe - Senior

2.	John Scott, sophomore student, auditioned on October 3, 2016 for the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association District 1 Honors Band on Baritone Saxophone.  He was successfully accepted into the ensemble.  He will have two Saturday rehearsals with the ensemble before the concert at North Hills Middle School Auditorium on Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 4pm.  The concert is open to the public.  District 1 includes over 550 schools and private music teachers from Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, Washington, and Westmoreland Counties. The District 1 Honor is the most elite instrumental performing ensemble in District 1.

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None


Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None



GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the September 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the September 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the September and October 2016 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Accounts Payable for the September and October 2016 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE – No Report

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Use of School Facilities
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Yearbook
PURPOSE:	Alumni Games: Basketball, Volleyball, Dodgeball
PLACE:		JSHS Gym
DATE:		November 5, 2016

NAME:		Yearbook
PURPOSE:	Powder-Puff Football Game
PLACE:		Football Field
DATE:		November 5, 2016

NAME:		Washington County Board of Elections
PURPOSE:	2016 Election
PLACE:		JSHS Room #100
DATE:		November 8, 2016

NAME:		Christmas Boys’ Basketball Tournament
PURPOSE:	Basketball Tournament
PLACE:		JSHS Gym/Cafeteria
DATE:		December 27-30, 2016
B.	NEW BUSINESS
2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE
		a.	Use of School Facilities - Continued

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	Ms. Newman, Board Member, requested Mr. Smitsky, Facilities Manager, to assess the need for an additional middle section of handrail near the front football steps.

3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	Eagle Marching Band - Handbook
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the revised Eagle Marching Band Handbook, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Intermediate Unit 1 - Agreement
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the Intermediate Unit 1 Agreement for providing Title 1 supplemental education services to students of the Avella Area School District who are attending nonpublic schools, per Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to East West Manufacturing & Supply Co., Inc. in the amount of $142,987.50, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Gurtner Construction Co., Inc. in the amount of $59,532.23, per Attachment Finance “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $7,724.45, per Attachment Finance “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

d.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $64,149.69, per Attachment Finance “D”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Rame Inc. in the amount of $123,453.00, per Attachment Finance “E”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	McLean Architects – Invoice
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $7,484.00 for Project #MA 1504-13, per Attachment Finance “F”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Discussion Item: Fireworks Display
The Avella Area School District appreciates the generous donation amounts from the following for the Star Fire Corporation’s fireworks display at the Homecoming football game:
Alex E. Paris 
Avella Music Boosters
Brownlee Trucking
McLean Architects

h.	District Contribution to Fireworks
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve a $500.00 contribution from the Avella Area School District to the total cost of the Star Fire Corporation’s fireworks display at the homecoming football game.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE – No Report

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Maryanne Gordon, Cafeteria Worker - Retirement
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to accept Maryanne Gordon’s request for retirement, effective December 31, 2016.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		b.	Cafeteria Worker - Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve a posting for a part-time, 4 hours per day, cafeteria worker. (Maryanne Gordon’s position)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	2016-17 Substitute Support Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify/approve the following to the Substitute Support Personnel List for the 2016-17 school year:
	Kelly Jo Miller

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	2016-17 Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify/approve the following to the Substitute Teacher List for the 2016-17 school year:
	Jeffrey Zollars

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	2016-17 Volunteer List
	Motion to approve the following to the Volunteer List for the 2016-17 school year.  All clearances are on file.
	Michelle Bower
	Susan Carl
	Suzanne Colilla
	Karen Cooke
	Natalie Cunningham
	Tammy Lynn Gable
	Amy Heckman
	Jamie Woodburn

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		f.	Homebound Instruction - Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify a posting for a Homebound Instructor for a 7th Grade Student.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Homebound Instruction - Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify a posting for a Homebound Instructor for a 7th Grade Special Education Student.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		h.	Jeffrey Zollars, Spanish Teacher
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve hiring Jeffrey Zollars to the position of Spanish Teacher, temporary professional employee, Step1, per AEA Contract, effective October 20, 2016.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

7.	POLICIES – No Report

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled November 3, 2016 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 

a. Mr. McConn, Board Member, requested Mr. Wargo, Network Administrator, to prepare a Technology Summary for the Board.

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

a. Burgettstown School District – Band Performance
Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the Avella Marching Band to perform at Burgettstown School District’s homecoming.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Gagich, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary


