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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES


August 10, 2016


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, August 10, 2016.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Karen Birdsall, Jeffrey Devenney, James Gagich, Tina Lengauer, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Alex Paris
	Absent: Leslie Cunningham, Jennifer Newman


ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Sheryl Wright-Brown, JSHS Principal
			Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor



A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES


	Roll Call


	Pledge of Allegiance


	Presentations/Recognitions - None


Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None


Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None



GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the July 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the July 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the July and August 2016 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the Accounts Payable for the July and August 2016 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	             No Additions


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE – No Report

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	A discussion was held regarding the status of the construction projects.

3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a. Western Area Career & Technology Center Students
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the 2016-17 Western Area Career & Technology Center list of students, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Washington Drug & Alcohol Commission
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Letter of Agreement for Student Assistant (SAP) services between Avella Area School District and the Washington Drug and Alcohol Commission for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	Washington County Board of Assessment Appeals - Hearings
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to authorize the District Solicitor to attend hearings before the Washington County Board of Assessment appeals to defend any appeals of a commercial or other non-residential property with regard to the 2017 assessments, where the property in question has an assessed value of $200,000 or higher.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Washington Co. Board of Assessment Appeals – Appeal Decisions
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to authorize the District Solicitor, at the discretion of the Superintendent, upon consultation with the Business Manager, to appeal decisions of the Board of Assessment Appeals to the Court of Common Pleas of Washington County with regard to 2017 assessments, and/or to actively participate on behalf of the School District in any such appeals filed by property owners.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $9,945.90, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

d.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $75,587.40, per Attachment Finance “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Gurtner Construction Co., Inc. in the amount of $102,943.60, per Attachment Finance “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to East West Manufacturing & Supply Co., Inc. in the amount of $205,965.00, per Attachment Finance “D”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

g.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Rame Inc. in the amount of $319,590.00, per Attachment Finance “E”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

h.	McLean Architects – Invoice
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $7,484.00 for Project #MA 1504-11, per Attachment Finance “F”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	i.	PA Educator.Net – Contract of Services
Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to renew the Contract of Services between Avella Area School District and PA Educator.Net for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Finance “G”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	A Negotiations Meeting is scheduled August 22, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	2016-17 Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Substitute Teacher List for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Personnel “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	2016-17 Substitute Support Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Substitute Support Personnel List for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Personnel “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Trudy Roney Photography, LLC - School Photographer
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Independent Contract Agreement between Trudy Roney Photography, LLC and the Avella Area School District for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Personnel “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

d.	2016-17 Volunteer List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following to the Volunteer List for the 2016-17 school year.  All clearances are on file.
	Renae Horner
	Barbara Humensky
Jean Lloyd
Carol Morgan
	Nicole Newman
	Holly Riley
	John Riley
	Laurel Rush
	Janice Stickle

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	Rebecca Hersan, Elementary Art Teacher - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept the resignation of Rebecca Hersan, part-time Elementary Art Teacher, effective July 27, 2016.  (Posting has been waived by Dan Davidson, AEA President.)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	Brieana DeNardo, Part-Time Elementary Art Teacher
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Brieana DeNardo to the part-time Elementary Art teacher position, temporary professional employee, per AEA Contract, effective August 25, 2016.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

g.	Permanent Teacher Contracts
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to award the following Permanent Teacher Contracts:

	Joelle Cooper, a Professional Employee Contract, following 3 years of satisfactory service with the District, effective August 19, 2016

	Jessica Davis, a Professional Employee Contract, following 3 years of satisfactory service with the District, effective August 19, 2016

Kristen Jakiel, a Professional Employee Contract, following 3 years of satisfactory service with the District, effective August 19, 2016

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

h.	Sarah Bogan, Spanish Teacher - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept the resignation of Sarah Bogan, Spanish Teacher, effective date will be determined by the Superintendent.  (Posting has been waived by Dan Davidson, AEA President.)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

7.	POLICIES

		a.	Student Handbooks
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the Elementary Center and JSHS Student Handbooks for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Policies “A”. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Teachers’ Handbook
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the Teachers’ Handbook for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Policies “B”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee meeting scheduled September 1, 2016 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

		a.	Bus/Van Driver List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Bus/Van Driver List for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Transportation “A” to Revised Agenda.  (GG&C is responsible for updating bus/van driver documentation on list with CAO before driving.)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Devenney called an Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. regarding contracts with no further voting to occur.





C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 p.m.  Motion carried.
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ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary

