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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

April 20, 2016


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, April 20, 2016.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Karen Birdsall, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, James Gagich, Tina Lengauer, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris
	

ADMINISTRATION:	Cyril Walther, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Sheryl Wright-Brown, JSHS Principal
			Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 

OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor



A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions 
1. The following students were recognized as the April Students of the Month:
Madeline Ansell - 6th Grade Student
Zoe Porbin - 6th Grade Student
Molly Smith - Senior
Jimmy Carroll - Senior

2. Alex Nikolopoulos, JSHS Guidance Counselor, was recognized for being the recipient of the 2016 Power Award for The Washington Health System Teen Outreach.

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None



GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the March 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the March 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the March and April 2016 General Fund.

Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Accounts Payable for the March and April 2016 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

a.	Dennis O’Neil, Head Tennis Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to accept the resignation of Dennis O’Neil as Head Tennis Coach for the 2016-17 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	Head Tennis Coach - Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to ratify a posting for a Head Tennis Coach for the 2016-17 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

c.	Clara Zatta, Head Cross Country Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to accept the resignation of Clara Zatta as Head Cross Country Coach for the 2016-17 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

d.	Head Cross Country Coach - Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve a posting for a Head Cross Country Coach (advertisement if necessary) for the 2016-17 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

e.	Jamie Scears, Assistant 7th/8th Grade Softball Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to accept the resignation of Jamie Sears as 7th/8th Grade Softball Coach for the 2015-16 school year, effective April 15, 2016. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

f.	Ryan Kinzler, Assistant 7th/8th Grade Softball Coach
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve Ryan Kinzler as the 7th/8th Grade Softball Coach for the 2015-16 school year, effective April 20, 2016. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

g.	2016-17 School Year Coaches
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the following coaches for the 2016-17 school year, per AEA Contract:

			Varsity Boys’ Basketball
			Gregory Papson – Head Coach

			Varsity Girls’ Basketball
			James Matalik – Head Coach
			James Morris – Assistant Coach

			7th/8th Grade Boys’ Basketball
			Jack Conn – Head Coach
			Ryan Kinzler – Assistant Coach

			Rifle
			Jim Mounts – Head Rifle Coach

			7th/8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball Coach
			JT Mylan – Head Coach
			Joelle Cooper – Assistant Coach

			Tennis
			Natalie Frank – Head Coach
			Ryan Kinzler – Assistant Coach

			Wrestling
			Dean Simonelli – Head Coach
			Aaron Margaria – Assistant Coach

B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
g.	2016-17 School Year Coaches - Continued

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Inventory Control
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve Zachary Zebrasky, Elementary Principal’s request  to dispose of the items listed on B&G “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	Use of School Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Avella Eagles Connection
PURPOSE:	4, 5, 6 Grade Dance
PLACE:		Elementary Gym/Cafeteria
DATE:		May 6, 2016


ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

c.	A discussion was held regarding the building of a sports complex on the school grounds.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	Intermediate Unit 1 – Social Work Services
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Requested Social Work Services from the Intermediate Unit 1 for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b. Student Expulsion
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to permanently expel Student “DA” from the Avella Area School District (after the review of 45 day placement), with the right to apply for readmission on or after January 23, 2017, subject to the conditions identified in the Agreement.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		c.	Consumer Math Course
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to direct the Administration to implement a Consumer Math course in the curriculum for the 2016-17 school year.

Course Description: In Consumer Math, students study and review arithmetic skills they can apply in their personal lives and in their future careers. The first semester of the course begins with a focus on occupational topics; it includes a focus on income, budgets, checking and savings accounts, shopping, and home expenses. In the second semester of Consumer Math, students learn about mortgages, home repairs and improvements, paying bills, automotive expenses including the purchase and maintenance of owning a vehicle, as well as life insurance and income taxes. Narrated slide shows help illustrate some of the more difficult content. Throughout the course, students participate in discussions with each other and their teacher and are exposed to various projects to aid them in their everyday lives.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

d. Austin Nardozi, Tuition Student – 2016-17 School Year
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Austin Nardozi to attend Ft. Cherry School District’s agricultural course of study for the 2016-17 school year.  Austin Nardozi will be in the 9th grade for the 2016-17 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE
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a.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $23,557.50, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Merit Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $3,624.30, per Attachment Finance “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

c.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Gurtner Construction Co., Inc. in the amount of $42,300.00, per Attachment Finance “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

d.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to East West Manufacturing & Supply Co., Inc. in the amount of $88,200.00, per Attachment Finance “D”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

e.	McLean Architects – Invoice
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $7,676.76 for Project #MA 1504-7, per Attachment Finance “E”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		f.	Rescind Motion - HTC Application for Service Contract
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve rescinding the following motion passed by the Board on January 20, 2016.    (This motion should have been approved after the ERate Form 470 was filed.)

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Application for Service Contract with Hickory Telephone Company, effective July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017, per Attachment.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		g.	Hickory Telephone Company – Application for Service Contract
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Application for Service Contract with Hickory Telephone Company, effective July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017, per Attachment Finance “F”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

h.	McLean Architects – Change Order
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve McLean Architect’s request for Change Order GC-2 for Liokareas Construction, dated April 18, 2016, per Attachment Finance “G”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

i.	McLean Architects – Application and Certification for Payment
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Application and Certificate for Payment to Liokareas Construction in the amount of $46,587.73, per Attachment Finance “H”, contingent upon confirmation by the Architect of receipt of all closeout documents including the maintenance bond, and the contractor’s execution of the Final Payment Application.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

j.	Finance Committee Meetings are scheduled April 20, May 11 and June 1, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Debra Cybulski – MOU Change of Retirement Date
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Dr. Lengauer, to approve Debra Cybulski’s request to change her retirement date from January 2018 to June 30, 2017, per Memorandum of Understanding, Attachment  Negotiations “A”. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b. Negotiations Committee Meetings are scheduled May 9 and May 18, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Support Staff Posting – 2 – Five (5) Hour Aide Positions
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to ratify the creation of and posting of 2 – five (5) hour Aide positions, effective July 1, 2016 or the day after the effective date of the elimination of the 7 hour aide positions and resulting furloughs approved last month.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		b.	Support Staff Posting – Four (4) Hour Aide Position
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve a posting for a four (4) hour Aide position.  (This position is vacant as a result of the bumping/bidding process resulting from the elimination of two 7 hour aide positions and the creation of two 5 hour aide positions.)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

c.	2016-17 School Year - JSHS Extra-Curricular Activities
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the following to the JSHS Extra-Curriculum Activities for the 2016-17 school year, per AEA Contract:
· Nicholas Deutsch – Band Director
· Bethany Songer – Assistant Band Director
· Ryan Kinzler – Assistant Band Director (Per MOU approved 3/16/16)
· Jesse Rhoades - Marching Band Drum Line Instructor
· Kristina Kocher – Color Guard Instructor
· Kristina Kocher - Winter Guard Dance Line Instructor
· Nicholas Deutsch - Assistant Winter Guard Dance Line Instructor
· Nicholas Deutsch - Choral Director
· Bethany Songer – Choral Director
· Lynn Clarchick -  Play Producer
· Debora Descutner – Play Director
· Nicholas Deutsch – Senior Class Sponsor
· Kara Ruffalo – Junior Class Sponsor
· Joelle Cooper – Sophomore Class Sponsor
· Sarah Bogan – Freshman Class Sponsor
· Laura Lazzarotti – 7th/8th Grade Class Sponsor
· Carrie Struth – Student Council Sponsor
· Lynn Akins – National Honor Society Sponsor
· Laura Lazzarotti – Newspaper Sponsor
· Natalie Frank – Yearbook Sponsor
· Kristen Jakiel – SADD Sponsor
· Jessica Miller – Art Club Sponsor
· Evelyn Breitigan – Community Service Sponsor
· Susan Kubacka – Head Varsity Cheerleading Coach
· Amy Rush – Assistant Varsity Cheerleading Coach

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

d.	2015-16 School Volunteers
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the following to the School Volunteer List for the 2015-16 school year:
· Kelly Jo Miller

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		e.	Extended School Year Program Guidance Counselor
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve Gina Graham as an Extended School Year Program Guidance Counselor,1 hour per week, effective Summer 2016, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		f.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve Sarah Jane Dille as a Substitute Foreign Language Teacher for the 2015-16 school year.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		g.	Kara Ruffalo, FMLA Leave
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve Kara Ruffalo’s request for FMLA Leave, effective April 12, 2016.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		h.	Intermediate Unit 1 - Emergency Substitute Program
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Birdsall, to approve the Commitment Form for the Emergency Substitute Program coordinated by the Intermediate Unit 1 for the 2016-17 school year, per Attachment Personnel “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

7.	POLICIES
a. A first reading was held of the following:
· Updated Support Staff Secretarial Job Descriptions – Policies “A”
· Naloxone Policy – Policies “B”

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee meeting is scheduled May 5, 2016 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report
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C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Birdsall, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Gagich, Dr. Lengauer, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.



						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary

