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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

December 3, 2014


	The Reorganization Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, December 3, 2014.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the Reorganization Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman
	Absent:  Kevin Geresti, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood

ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Cyril Walther Jr. Sr. High School Principal
			Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			3 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call

	Pledge of Allegiance

	Presentations/Recognitions - None

Request to Speak at the Board Meeting - None

Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None


B.	REORGANIZATION

	1.	NOMINATIONS FOR TEMPORARY PRESIDENT
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Newman, to nominate James Cassidy as Temporary President for the purpose of reorganization.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	No other nominations were made for Temporary President.

	


B.	REORGANIZATION - Continued

	1.	NOMINATIONS FOR TEMPORARY PRESIDENT - Continued

	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to close the nominations for Temporary President.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		Mr. Cassidy takes the chair as Temporary President.

2. NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Newman, to nominate Mr. Jeffrey Devenney as Board President. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	No other nominations were made for Board President.

	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to close the nominations for Board President. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Newman, to appoint Jeffrey Devenney as Board President. 

Mr. Jeffrey Devenney takes over the chair as Board President.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

3. NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD VICE-PRESIDENT
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Newman, to nominate Leslie Cunningham as Board Vice-President. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	No other nominations were made for Board Vice-President.

	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to close the nominations for Board Vice-President. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to appoint Leslie Cunningham as Board Vice-President. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	REORGANIZATION - Continued

	4.	DISTRICT SOLICITOR
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve Barbara Graham, Law Offices of Peacock, Keller & Ecker, LLP, as the District’s Solicitor for the 2015 year, per attached proposal letter dated November 21, 2014. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

5.	BOARD MEETINGS
Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve a tentative list of the 2015 meeting dates with meeting times beginning at 7:00 p.m.  All meetings are regular meetings.  The committee meetings will be non-voting and meet as needed and advertised.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

6.	FACSIMILE SIGNATURES
Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve permission for application to the Secretary of the Commonwealth to use facsimile signatures for the following bank accounts:
Cafeteria Fund Checks:		President and Secretary
General Fund Checks:		President, Treasurer and Secretary
Payroll Fund Checks:		Treasurer and Secretary

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

7.	AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENTS
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Officers of the Board to be authorized to draw orders for payrolls and for payments of bonds, interest, utilities and other pertinent bills as they come due.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

8.	BOARD COMMITTEES
The Board President asked the board members which committees they would like to serve on.  Committees are to be evenly distributed.   

Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Board Committee List for the 2015 year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.




C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to adjourn the Reorganization Meeting at 7:39 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.



						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary



AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES


December 3, 2014


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, December 3, 2014.  Mr. Jeffrey Devenney, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m., following the Reorganization Meeting.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman
	Absent:  Kevin Geresti, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Cyril Walther Jr. Sr. High School Principal
			Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			3 Visitors



A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	Roll Call


	Pledge of Allegiance


	Presentations/Recognitions - None


Request to Speak at the Board Meeting – None


Visitor’s Request to Speak on Agenda Items - None




GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the November 2014 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the November 2014 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the November and December 2014 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Accounts Payable for the November and December 2014 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”

B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Jeff Kusich, Assistant Wrestling Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to accept the resignation of Jeff Kusich as Assistant Wrestling Coach, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE – No Report

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	New York City Trip
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Junior and Sophomore classes to travel to New York City from March 10-12, 2015, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

b.	Barbara Graham, District Solicitor, provided forms to address FERPA issues implicated by publication of the student honor roll, and confidentiality issues related to the High School Cube platform.  The Board will review the recommended forms.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		c.	Holocaust Museum Field Trip
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Mrs. Lazzarotti’s Sophomore English Class and Mrs. Wright-Brown’s American History Class to attend the Holocaust Museum in Washington DC on February 19, 2015.  The bus will depart at 5:30 a.m. and return approximately 8:30 p.m.  Admission is free.  (Invitation will be extended to additional AP classes if there are vacant seats.)  The Board agreed to contribute $1500 towards the educational fieldtrip.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]
	a.	McLean Architects, LLC - Invoice
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $21,000 for Project #MA 1412.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE – No Report

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Cyril Walther, Acting Superintendent
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to appoint Cyril Walther to serve as the Acting Superintendent effective January 5, 2015, at the rate of $100 per day.  The appointment is for one year from the effective date or until a new Superintendent is appointed, whichever occurs first.  Mr. Walther will continue in his duties as high school principal while serving as Acting Superintendent.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		b.	Volunteers 2014-15 School Year
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following to the Volunteer List for the 2014-15 school year.
· Becky Narus – Dance Team

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

c.	Dr. Logue-Belden, Superintendent, reported the School Resource Officer had to be revised to School Police Officer for the Safe Schools Grant.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		d.	School Police Officer – Advertisement
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve an advertisement for a School Police Officer.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

7.	POLICIES – No Report

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled January 8, 2015 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

		a.	Broadcasting Events Live
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to authorize up to $500 for equipment needed for broadcasting events live for school activities.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report

C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary






