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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

November 19, 2014

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, November 19, 2014.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Alex Paris
	Absent:  Kevin Geresti, Jennifer Newman, Donald Underwood

ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Cyril Walther, JSHS Principal
			Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary

OTHERS:		Rachel Lozosky, District Solicitor
			11 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the November Students of the Month:
	Trisha Brandenburg – 6th Grade Student
	Austin Ruschel – 6th Grade Student
	Joelle Dorsey – Senior
	Brandon Miller - Senior

2.	The following teachers were recognized as the November Teacher Spotlight:
	Mrs. Sherrill Ripley - Elementary Teacher
	Mrs. Lori Lochran - JSHS Teacher

3.	Mr. Greg Wargo, Network Administrator, presented to the Board “Broadcasting Events Live”.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING 

1.	Mr. Gary Smith, Boys’ Basketball Boosters, requested to speak to the Board regarding funding for the security at the Christmas Basketball Tournament.

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None




GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the October 2014 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the October 2014 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the October and November 2014 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Accounts Payable for the October and November 2014 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Boys’ Basketball Christmas Tournament
Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the request of the Boys’ Basketball Boosters for funding by the District in the amount of $600 to be used to cover the cost of the security for the Christmas tournament to be held at the Avella Area School District in December 2014. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Avella Eagles Connection
PURPOSE:	Santa’s Shop
PLACE:		Elementary
DATE:		November 17-21, 2014

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	Yellowstone and Grand Tetons Trip
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the science students to travel to Yellowstone National Park and the Grand Tetons from June 27 to July 3, 2016, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

b.	A discussion was held regarding issues with the online report cards.  The Principals will address the concerns at the December meeting.

c.	A discussion was held regarding publishing the honor roll in the Observer-Reporter.  The District Solicitor will review the Annual FERPA Notification and Opt Out Form for parents to sign.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

	a.	AIU – Gasoline/Diesel Consortium 
Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Authorization Form for Avella Area School District to participate in the Gasoline/Diesel Consortium for the 2015-16 school year, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Memorandum of Understanding – Color Guard Position
Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to ratify a Memorandum of Understanding splitting the Color Guard position between Alyssa Lee and Kristina Kocher for the 2014-15 school year, per Attachment Negotiations “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to accept the resignation of Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent, effective January 5, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		b.	Substitute Teachers for 2014-15 School Year
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following substitute teachers for the 2014-15 school year.  All clearances are on file.
		Alex Nikolopoulos

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		c.	Volunteers for 2014-15 School Year
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Devenney; to approve the following volunteers for the 2014-15 school year.  All clearances are on file.
	Edward Powers – JSHS Volunteer
	Matt Rado – Elementary Volunteer

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

		d.	School Resource Officer Advertisement
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Muhr; to approve an advertisement for a School Resource Officer.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

7.	POLICIES 

		a.	Policy Locker Search
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the revisions to Policy # 226, Locker Searches, per Attachment Policies “A”.  (District Solicitor recommends this policy be voted on at the November meeting and a second reading is not necessary.)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

	8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	A Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled December 4, 2014 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

a.	Transportation Agreement
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Transportation Agreement between the Avella Area School District and GG&C Bus Company, Inc., effective 2014-15 school year to 2020-21 school year, per Attachment Transportation “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. McConn called an Executive Session at 8:00 p.m. regarding personnel with no further voting to occur.


C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 6-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary





