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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

October 15, 2014


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, October 15, 2014.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Leslie Cunningham, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent:  James Cassidy, Jeffrey Devenney


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Cyril Walther, JSHS Principal
			Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			10 Visitors



A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the October Students of the Month:
	Cheyenne Christman – 6th Grade Student
	Aidan Riley – 6th Grade Student
	Jenna Campbell – Senior
	Larry Ferguson - Senior

2.	The following teachers were recognized as the October Teacher Spotlight:
	Mrs. Debra Cybulski - Elementary Teacher
	Mr. Dave Niekum - JSHS Teacher

3.	Mr. Walther, JSHS Principal and Mrs. Bobbi-Ann Barnes, Elementary Principal, held a presentation regarding the School Performance Profile.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None


VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None



GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the September 2014 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the September 2014 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the September and October 2014 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Accounts Payable for the September and October 2014 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Cheerleading Event
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to ratify the cheerleaders’ participation in the Miracle League of Pittsburgh at Casey’s Club House Field, 1151 Mayview Road, Upper St. Clair, Pennsylvania, on October 11, 2014.  Parents will sign waivers for the cheerleaders to travel in the school van and coach’s vehicle. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Avella Dance Team Handbook
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Avella Dance Team Handbook, per Attachment Athletic “A” to Revised Agenda. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	Mr. Paris reviewed the agenda items addressed at the Athletic Committee Meeting held on October 15, 2014.




B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Inventory Control
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the disposal/donation of the following items:
· Computer 04505
· Very old piano stored in shop room
· Items listed on Attachment B&G “A”

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Voting Board
PURPOSE:	Voting
PLACE:		JSHS Gym
DATES:	November 4, 2014

NAME:		Elementary Girls’ Intramural Basketball
PURPOSE:	Practice/Games
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	October 2014 – May 2015, including Sundays

NAME:		Avella Athletics Wrestling Team
PURPOSE:	Wrestling Match
PLACE:		JSHS Gym and Cafeteria
DATES:	January 3-4, 2015

NAME:		Avella Athletics Wrestling Team
PURPOSE:	Wrestling Match
PLACE:		JSHS Gym and Cafeteria
DATES:	February 7-8, 2015

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	A discussion was held regarding the Construction Bond for 2015. 

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

	a.	TowerMetrix, Inc.
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to terminate the Agreement between Avella Area School District and TowerMetrix, Inc., effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		b.	EduLink Inc.
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to reinstate the Agreement between Avella Area School District and EduLink Inc. to manage the teacher evaluation process, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Washington DC Trip
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Washington DC from April 29 – May 1, 2015, per Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

d.	7th Grade NASA Trip
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the 7th Grade NASA Trip to Wheeling Jesuit University on March 26, 2015.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Intermediate Unit 1 - Agreement
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Agreement regarding the Intermediate Unit 1 providing Title 1 supplemental education services to students of Avella Area School District attending nonpublic schools for the 2014-15 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	Mr. Walther, JSHS Principal, discussed the benefits of commencing a Vo-Ag Program in the Junior Senior High School.  The Board is interested in Mr. Walther pursuing further research for the program.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	McLean Architects - Invoice
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve McLean Architects’ invoice in the amount of $5,726 for Project #MA 1332-2, Gymnasium Bleacher Replacement at Avella JSHS, per Attachment Finance “A”

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE – No Report



B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve/ratify the following to the Substitute Teacher List for the 2014-15 school year.
	Lauren Fisher
	Brittany Robertson

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Volunteers for 2014-15 School Year
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following volunteers for the 2014-15 school year.  All clearances are on file.
	Susan Carl – Elementary School
	Melissa Dryer – Elementary School
	Tammy Lynn Gable – Elementary School
	Christine Snyder – JSHS 
	Cassandra Truckmorton – Elementary School
	Michael James Truckmorton – Elementary School
	Corrie Warner – Elementary School

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Katie Crawley, Dance Line Instructor Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept Katie Crawley’s resignation as Dance Line Instructor, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Dance Line Instructor Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to ratify the posting for a Dance Line Instructor for the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Kristina Kocher – Dance Line Instructor
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Kristina Kocher as the Dance Line Instructor for the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		f.	Nick Deutsch – Assistant Dance Line Instructor
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Nick Deutsch as the Assistant Dance Line Instructor for the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		g.	School Play
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Lynn Maidment-Clarchick as the Play Producer and Debora Descutner as the Play Director for the school play for the 2014-15 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

7.	POLICIES 

a.	An Open Forum Discussion/Workshop with Independence Township Supervisors will be held at the Meadowcroft Visitor’s Center on October 19, 2014 at 2:00 p.m.

	8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled November 6, 2014 at 7:45 a.m.

b.	Dr. Logue-Belden, Superintendent, reviewed the costs and involvement of the Raptor System.  The Board is not interested in pursuing the Raptor System at this time.

c.	The staff participated in the ALICE Training Program on October 13, 2014.  The training officers recommended for the Board to employ a School Resource Officer. The Board was in agreement for Dr. Logue-Belden to seek additional information regarding the position.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

a.	A Transportation Committee Meeting is scheduled November 12, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.

C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary





