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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

May 14, 2014

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, May 14, 2014.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and negotiations.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent: Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Cyril Walther, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			13 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the May Students of the Month:
	Corey Adams – Senior
	Megan Waddell – Senior
	Julianne Rush – 6th Grade Student
	Harry Martin – 6th Grade Student

2.	Congratulations to Maria Villotti, Travis Smith, Ryan Comfort, Zach Kagle and Tyler Fraysier for winning 1st place at the Washington County Envirothon.  Students will now be competing at the State level.

3.	Congratulations to Santino Paris, Taylor Powers and Emily Rush for being winners in the 75th Pittsburgh Science and Engineering Fair at Heinz Field.

4.	The WACTC National Technical Honor Society members were recognized.
 
5.	Dr. Logue-Belden, Superintendent, presented the April Progress Report.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None

GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the April Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the April Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the April and May General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the Accounts Payable for the April and May General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Allegheny Medical – Student Athlete Physicals
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Allegheny Medical Integrated Health Services to complete the student sport physicals for the 2014-15 school year, per Attachment Athletic “A”.  (Physicals are scheduled the week of June 9, 2014, Nurse’s Office, Elementary Building)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Head Varsity Softball Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to accept the resignation of Gary Yaquinto, Head Varsity Softball Coach, effective March 24, 2014.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Tammy West, Head Varsity Softball Coach
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to ratify Tammy West as Head Varsity Softball Coach for the 2013-14 school year.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

		d.	Head Varsity Softball Coach - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve a posting for a Head Varsity Softball Coach for the 2014-15 school year. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Inventory Control
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the disposal of items listed on revised Attachment B&G “A”.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	A discussion was held regarding the color samples for the gym floor.

c.	A Buildings & Grounds Committee Meeting will be scheduled before the June board meeting.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	A/P Testing and PSAT Testing
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the District’s payment of the costs associated with students’ participation in the tests administered by the College Board for students enrolled in Advanced Placement Classes, with the understanding that students enrolled in these courses will be required to take the AP tests, and the District’s payment of the PSAT Exam costs for junior students.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Elementary Reading Textbooks
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the purchase of the Elementary Reading Textbooks listed on Attachment Curriculum “B”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Keystone Education Consulting Group, L.L.C.
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Agreement between Avella Area School District and Keystone Education Consulting Group, L.L.C., effective June - August 2014, per Attachment Curriculum “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE - Continued

		d.	Intermediate Unit 1 – Social Work Services
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Social Work Services from the Intermediate Unit 1, for the 2014-15 school term, per Attachment Curriculum “D”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	Business Manager – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the renewal bond of Laura Shola, Business Manager, setting bond at $100,000, to begin July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, according to PA School Code Section 404.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Board Treasurer – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to appoint Donald Underwood as Board Treasurer with annual fee set at $500 for one year beginning July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, according to PA School Code Section 404, setting bond at $50,000.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Board Secretary – Renewal Bond
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to appoint Debra Bentz as Board Secretary, with annual fee set at $5,000 for four years, beginning July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2018, according to PA School Code Section 404, setting bond at $50,000.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

d.	2014-2015 Preliminary Budget
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the preliminary budget in the amount of $10,353,856 for the fiscal year 2014-2015 and set the millage at 123 mills, a 2.12 mill increase. Attachment Finance “B” to Agenda.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	Finance Committee Meetings are scheduled June 3 and June 18, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.

f.	Mailed received for the Avella Foundation will be addressed at the June meeting.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE - Continued

		g.	Real Estate Tax Assessments
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to authorize the filing of appeals to the Court of Common Pleas of Washington County relating to the real estate tax assessments of three properties owned by West Penn Coal Inc., identified as tax parcel I.D. Nos. 210-001-08-99-0001-36, 210-001-08-99-0002-36, and 350-001-08-99-0001-40.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

a.	A Negotiation Committee Meeting is scheduled May 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 

		b.	Cyril Walther, JSHS Principal - Rescind Motion 
	(Per Solicitor, the language in Mr. Walther’s motion will need to be revised to meet PSERS and auditor’s compliance.)

	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Newman, to rescind the motion approved on April 16, 2014, appointing Cyril Walther as JSHS Principal, effective June 1, 2014.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Cyril Walther, JSHS Principal
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Newman, to appoint Cyril Walther as Substitute JSHS Principal from a period of April 17 through June 30, 2014.  Effective June 1, 2014, Mr. Walther’s salary shall be $90,500, prorated through the remainder of the 2013-14 school year.  The Board further appoints Mr. Walther as the JSHS Principal effective July 1, 2014, with all provisions of the Act 93 Agreement pertaining to his position to apply.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Laura Lazzarotti, Junior Class Sponsor Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to accept the resignation of Laura Lazzarotti as Junior Class Sponsor, effective end of 2013-14 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Posting - Junior Class Sponsor
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the posting of a Junior Class Sponsor.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		c.	Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Debra Knox to the 2014-15 Substitute Teacher List.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	JSHS Secretarial Position
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Lori Ragan as a full time JSHS Secretary, per PSEA Contract, effective June 1, 2014.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	Elementary Secretary Posting 
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve a posting (advertisement if necessary) for a part-time Elementary Secretary position.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		f.	Extended School Year Program Coordinators
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Jessica Crum, Dana Gatewood and Kara Ruffalo as Extended School Year Program Coordinators, effective Summer 2014, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Extended School Year Program Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Colleen Jastrzebski as an Extended School Year Program Teacher, effective Summer 2014, 19 – One (1) Hour Sessions, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		h.	Extended School Year Program Special Education Aides
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Kathy Adams, Linda Gagliani, and Amy Rush as Extended School Year Program Special Education Aides, effective Summer 2014.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		i.	Camp Laugh-A-Lot Program Special Education Aide 
	No applicants



B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		j.	2014-15 Marching Band Positions
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following marching band positions for the 2014-15 school year:
Nick Deutsch, Band Director
Brady Amerson, Assistant Director
Jesse Rhoades, Drum Line Instructor
Kristina Kocher, Dance Line Instructor
Alyssa Lee, Color Guard Instructor

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		k.	Homebound Instructor - Posting 
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify a posting (advertisement if necessary) for a Homebound Instructor for an 8th Grade Special Education Student. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		l.	Kristin Jakiel, Homebound Instructor
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve Kristin Jakiel as Homebound Instructor for an 8th Grade Special Education Student, effective May 14, 2014. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

m.	Geraldine Coffield, Custodian – Unpaid Medical Leave
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve Geraldine Coffield’s request for an unpaid medical leave, effective June 20, 2014.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		n.	Intermediate Unit Emergency Substitute Program 
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Commitment Form for the Emergency Sub Program Coordinated by Intermediate Unit 1, per Attachment Personnel “A”. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		o.	A discussion was held regarding Substitute Teachers.

7.	POLICIES 

a.	Revisions to the Attendance Policy & Suicide Policy will be addressed at the June meeting. 



	8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee meeting is scheduled June 5, 2014 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report


C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


						Respectfully submitted,



						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary
