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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

February 19, 2014

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, February 19, 2014.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel, negotiations and a student issue.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris
	Absent: Kevin Geresti, Donald Underwood


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Thomas Graham, JSHS Principal
			Cyril Walther, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			7 Visitors


A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES

	ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the February Students of the Month:
	Hope Cunningham – 6th Grade Student
	Kourtney Plymire – 6th Grade Student
	Alayne Johnson – Senior
	Dakota LeMaster - Senior



REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None



VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None

GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the January Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the January Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Accounts Payable for the January and February General Fund.

Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the Accounts Payable for the January and February General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	Rescind Assistant Football Coach Motion
		Per Jason Fogg, Athletic Director:
	Dominic Frank should have been approved as a Volunteer Football Coach, instead of an Assistant Football Coach, at the January 15, 2014 meeting.

	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to rescind the January 15, 2014 motion approving Dominic Frank as an Assistant Football Coach.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	b.	2014-15 Athletic Coaches
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following coaches for the 2014-15 school year:

Cheerleading
Susan Kubacka, Head Coach
Amy Rush, Assistant Coach

Football
Dominic Frank – Volunteer Coach
Gary Rankin – Volunteer Coach

B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

	b.	2014-15 Athletic Coaches - Continued

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	c.	2013-14 Track Coaches
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following Track Coaches for the 2013-14 school year:
Jessica Davis, Head Coach
Joelle Yamber, Assistant Coach

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	d.	Athletic Trainer – California University of Pennsylvania
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Article of Agreement for Graduate Athletic Training Internships with California University of Pennsylvania for the 2014-15 school year, and to include the same in the 2014-2015 Athletic Budget, at a cost of $16,000.    Attachment Athletic “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

	a.	Burgettstown Area School District EOP
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Inter-District Emergency Support Agreement between the Avella Area School District and the Burgettstown Area School District, per Attachment B&G “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	Use of Facilities
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

			*Pending Receipt of Certificate of Insurance
NAME:		ELF Entertainment, Inc.
PURPOSE:	Avella Elementary Fun Day/End of Year Picnic
PLACE:		High School Field
DATES:	May 27, 2014

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc.
PURPOSE:	Baseball, Softball, Spring/Wet Weather Practice
PLACE:		Gym, Bathrooms
DATES:	Spring 2014


B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

b.	Use of Facilities - Continued
NAME:		Avella Eagles Connection
PURPOSE:	Elementary Fun Nights
PLACE:		Elementary
DATES:	April 4, 11, 2014

NAME:		Girl Scouts Western PA
PURPOSE:	Girl Scout Daisy Program
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	February 25, 2014

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	2013-14 School Calendar
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the following revisions to the 2013-14 school calendar:

			Snow Day: 1/21/2014
			Makeup Snow Day: 4/25/2014

			Snow Day: 1/28/2014
			Makeup Snow Day: 4/24/2014

			Snow Day: 2/3/2014
			Makeup Snow Day: 4/23/2014

			Snow Day: 2/5/2014
			Makeup Snow Day: 4/22/2014

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	2014-15 School Calendar
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the Avella Area School District 2014-15 School Calendar, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	Washington County Watershed Alliance
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Washington County Watershed Alliance’s request for Avella Area School District science class students to participate in a project monitoring daily water with a conductivity measuring device, the CATTFish, per Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE - Continued

		d.	Keystone Education Consulting Group, L.L.C.
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Newman, to approve the Agreement between Avella Area School District and Keystone Education Consulting Group, L.L.C., effective February 20, 2014 to June 1, 2014, per Attachment Curriculum “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	NHS Human Services
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Letter of Collaborative Agreement between Avella Area School District and NHS Human Services (no cost to the District), per Attachment Curriculum “D”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

f.	7th Grade NASA Trip
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the 7th Grade NASA Trip to Wheeling Jesuit University, per Attachment Curriculum “E”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Extra-Curricular – IceoPlex at Southpointe
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the 7th/8th grade classes to go to the IceoPlex at Southpointe, tentative date is March 14, 2014.  The trip is paid for by the students: bus, admission, skate rental. Attachment Curriculum “F” 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		h.	Avella Community Library Representative
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to appoint Leslie Cunningham as the Board’s alternate to the Avella Community Library. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	Resolution – Intermediate Unit I
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Paris,  to approve the 2014-15 Intermediate Unit I General Operational Budget.  Section 914-A(6)(1) Act 102 of 1970, requires that the Intermediate Unit Budget be approved by at least a majority of the school districts comprising the Intermediate Unit.  Attachment Finance “A”

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE - Continued

b.	AIU Natural Gas Consortium Authorization Form
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Western Pennsylvania Natural Gas Consortium Authorization Form, per Attachment Finance “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	c.	RESOLUTION
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the following Resolution:

	Resolved, that the Board of School Directors for the Avella Area School District, hereby set the amount of bonds of the newly elected tax collectors for four years (2014-2017), West Middletown Borough for two years (2014-2015), and be set in the amount of thirty (30%) percent of the estimated amount of collections as follows:

	Cross Creek Township		Rachel W. Blosser, Tax Collector
	Assessed Value								$7,922,548
	Estimated Amount of Collections, School District				$   890,640

	Amount of Bond (30% of Collections)					$  267,192
	Hopewell Township		Beverly Paul, Tax Collector
	Assessed Value								$5,292,012
	Estimated Amount of Collections, School District				$   594,920

	Amount of Bond (30% of Collections)					$  178,476
	Independence Township	Thomas Simons, Tax Collector
	Assessed Value								$7,515,699
	Estimated Amount of Collections, School District				$   844,903

	Amount of Bond (30% of Collections)					$  253,471
	West Middletown Borough	Beverly Paul, Tax Collector
	Assessed Value								$   531,399
	Estimated Amount of Collections, School District				$     59,739

	Amount of Bond (30% of Collections)					$     17,921

	The Avella Area School District and Municipalities will share in the cost of these bonds on a prorated basis determined by the estimated amount of tax collected.

	This Resolution approved by the Board of School Directors for the Avella Area School District at its Regular Monthly Meeting on February 19, 2014.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	A Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled March 19, 2014 at 5:00 p.m.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE - Continued

		e.	Old Band Uniforms
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Ms. Newman, to authorize Nick Deutsch, Band Director, to arrange for the disposal of the old band uniforms the best manner possible.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		f.	Student Activity Account
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Mrs. Wright-Brown’s request to establish a Student Activity Account for the Holocaust trip.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

a.	A first reading was held of the Retirement Plan for Central Administrative Office Employees.  A motion will be on the March agenda.

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	2013-14 School Volunteers
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following volunteers for the 2013-14 school year.  All clearances are on file.
· Ashley Bell – Elementary School
· Amanda Frank – Elementary School
· Melinda Latynski – Dance Team
· M. Joyce Mankey – Dance team
· E. Alex Paris – General Sports Related

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, and Ms. Newman said “aye”.  Mr. Paris abstained.  Motion carried 6-0-1.

	b.	Dana Gatewood, Homebound Instructor – Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to accept Dana Gatewood’s resignation as a Homebound Instructor for a student with multi-disabilities, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	c.	Homebound Instructor for Student with Multi Disabilities – Posting
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve a posting (advertisement if necessary) for a Homebound Instructor for a student with multi-disabilities.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

7.	POLICIES

		a.	Adopt/Revise Policies
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to adopt/revise the following policies, effective February 19, 2014. (First reading held January 15, 2014)
· Family and Medical Leave – Add this policy to #800 Section under Operations, and remove FMLA Policies #335, #435, and #535
· #800-AR-1 - Records Retention Schedule

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	A first reading was held of the following policies
· #913- Nonschool Organizations/Groups/Individuals
· #220-Student Expression/Distribution and Posting of Materials

c.	A discussion was held of the following policies.  The Administration will review and make proposals for the 2014-15 school year.
· Grading Scale from Student Handbook
· #253 – Student Enrollment in Non-Avella Area School District Courses

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee meeting is scheduled March 6, 2014 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

a.	Network Administrator Position
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve a Network Administrator position.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

b.	Network Administrator Job Description
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the Network Administrator job description, per Attachment Technology “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	Network Administrator Advertisement
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve an advertisement for a Network Administrator.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report



EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. McConn called an Executive Session at 8:08 p.m. regarding personnel, with no further voting to occur.

C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

						Respectfully submitted,



						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary
