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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

September 12, 2012

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, September 12, 2012.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Thomas Graham, JSHS Principal
			Joel Kirsch, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			5 Visitors



A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES


	ROLL CALL


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION - None


REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM
1.	Jack Conn, 242 Fallen Timber Road, Avella, PA, requested to speak regarding the boys’ basketball coaching staff.




GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Board Minutes for the August 2012 Regular Board Meeting and Special Board Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the August 2012 Regular Board Meeting and Special Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of Accounts Payable for the August and September 2012 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Accounts Payable for the August and September 2012 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C”

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

	a.	Athletic Coach Performance Appraisal Form
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve replacing the current coach evaluation form with the PA State Athletic Directors Association Athletic Coach Performance Appraisal Form, effective immediately, per Attachment Athletic “A”.  (Submitted by Mr. Kania, AD)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	b.	Donation of Varsity Baseball Uniforms
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the donation of varsity baseball uniforms no longer used to the Avella Athletics, Inc.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

	c.	Additional Weight Room Coordinator
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Zachary Zebrasky to assist Jason Fogg with the weight room coordinator position at the contracted rate.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	d.	Additional Assistant Varsity Girls’ Basketball Coach
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve an additional Assistant Varsity Girls’ Basketball Coach position for the 2012-13 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	e.	Michael Drazich, Ass’t Varsity Girls’ Basketball Coach
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Michael Drazich as the additional Assistant Varsity Girls’ Basketball Coach for the 2012-13 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	f.	2012-13 Coaches
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following coaches for the 2012-13 school year:
Boys’ Basketball – Per MOU Board Approved 3/21/12
Joseph Hough	Head Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach
Jason Fogg	Assistant Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach
Jack Conn	Assistant Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach

Cheerleading
Susan Kubacka	Assistant Varsity Cheerleading Coach 
(Summer/Football and Basketball/Wrestling Seasons)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

g.	Michael Drazich, Head 7th/8th Grade Boys’ Basketball Coach - Resignation
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to accept Michael Drazich’s resignation as the Head 7th/8th Grade Boys’ Basketball Coach, effective end of 2011-12 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

	h.	7th/8th Head Boys’ Basketball Coach - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to post (advertise, if necessary) for a 7th/8th Grade Head Boys’ Basketball Coach for the 2012-13 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	i.	Katelyn Marquis – Tennis Team Volunteer
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Katelyn Marquis as a volunteer to the tennis team for the 2012-13 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Inventory Control
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve disposing of a non-repairable laptop computer, per Attachment B&G “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		b.	Use of School Facilities
Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to ratify the following Use of School Facilities:
NAME:		3rd-6th Grade Girls’ Basketball
PURPOSE:	Girls’ Basketball Program
PLACE:		Elementary Gym
DATES:	9/4/12 – 11/23/12

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	IU I – Title I Supplemental Education Services
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Agreement between the Avella Area School District and Intermediate Unit I to provide Title I Supplemental Education Services for the 2012-13 school year, per Attachment Curriculum “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE - Continued

		b.	Comprehensive Planning Committee
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris,
The Board of School Directors appoints Rachel Blosser to serve on the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	Agreement – Margaret Swanson, CRNP
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Agreement between Avella Area School District and Margaret Swanson, CRNP, to provide Physician Authorization Services, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

b.	A letter from the Washington County Community Foundation regarding discretionary grants was reviewed by the Board.
 
c.	Board Members interested in the PSBA 2012 Legislative Policy Council are to notify the Board Secretary.

d.	The Board directed the Board Secretary to email the board agendas with attachments beginning in October.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE – No Report

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Kelsey Cataldo, Second Grade Elementary Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Geresti, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to ratify Kelsey Cataldo to transfer to the Second Grade Elementary Teacher position from the Fifth Grade Elementary Teacher position, effective the first day of the 2012-13 school year, August 20, 2012. (Position vacant due to Katie Crawley transferring to the Title I/Reading Specialist position.)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		b.	Kristina Lynn Kocher, Fifth Grade Elementary Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to ratify Kristina Lynn Kocher to the position of Elementary Fifth Grade Teacher, full time temporary professional employee, per AEA Contract, effective September 10, 2012. (Position vacant due to Kelsey Cataldo transferring to Second Grade Classroom.)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

c.	2012-13 Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the following to the Substitute Teacher List for the 2012-13 school term.  All clearances are on file.
	Lisa Allen
	Lisa Conn
	Lynn DeiCas
	Diane Gibson
	Alyssa Korpiel
	Brian McDowell
	Cynthia Naser
	Ray Pratt
	Kara Ruffalo
	Bethany Songer
	Herman Charles Steeber
	Colleen Tatano
	Catherine Vorhes

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	d.	Substitute Position
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve the following substitute for the 2012-13 school year:
	Brandy Devenney, Substitute Aide, Secretary, Cafeteria Worker
	Marissa Peterson, Substitute Aide, Secretary, Cafeteria Worker

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Mr. Devenney abstained.  Motion carried 8-0-1.

	e.	Genia Mundorff, Part-Time Cafeteria Position
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve Genia Mundorff as a part-time cafeteria worker, 4 hour per day/180 days per year, effective September 13, 2012, per PSEA/NEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

	f.	Erin Wilson, Elementary Guidance Counselor - Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to regretfully accept the resignation of Erin Wilson, Elementary Guidance Counselor, effective October 17, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	g.	Elementary Guidance Counselor - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to ratify the posting for an Elementary Guidance Counselor position.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	h.	Yvonne Federouch, Guidance Counselor
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the request of Yvonne Federouch, JSHS Guidance Counselor, to transfer to the position of Elementary Guidance Counselor, effective October 18, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	i.	JSHS Guidance Counselor - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify the posting (advertisement if necessary) for a JSHS Guidance Counselor position.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

	j.	Homebound Instructor - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to ratify the posting for a Homebound Instructor for a 12th Grade Student with Multi-Disabilities.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

	k.	Courtney Newland, Bethany College Student Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Underwood, to approve Bethany College’s request for Courtney Newland’s student teacher placement to be with Mrs. Coates, Elementary School, from October 15 – December 7, 2012.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		l.	Kristi Dill, Food Service Director – Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to regretfully accept the resignation of Kristi Dill, Food Service Director, effective November 7, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

		m.	Food Service Director - Posting
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve a posting (advertisement, if necessary) for a Food Service Director.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

7.	POLICIES

	a.	Emergency Safety Plan
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Emergency Safety Plan for the 2012-13 school year, per Attachment Policies “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	Safety Committee meeting is scheduled October 4, 2012 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – No Report

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report



C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris, and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 9-0.


						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary

