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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

July 18, 2012

	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, July 18, 2012.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Leslie Cunningham, Corey McConn, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris, Donald Underwood
	Absent: James Cassidy, Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti, Michael Muhr


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Joel Kirsch, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			6 Visitors



A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES


	ROLL CALL


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION - None


REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING 

1.	Bernadette Dayak requested to speak regarding placing individual banners in the gymnasium for the senior students involved in sports/band.


VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None




GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of the Board Minutes for the June 2012 Regular Board Meeting and Special Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the June 2012 Regular Board Meeting and Special Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of Accounts Payable for the June and July 2012 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Accounts Payable for the June and July 2012 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C” 

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	               No Revisions


B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	The Fall Sports Schedules were distributed to the Board.

	b.	Football Volunteers
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Daniel Cecchini and Steven Wright as volunteers to the football program for the 2012-13 school year.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

	c.	Volleyball Volunteer
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve Chelsea Monkey as a volunteer to the volleyball program for the 2012-13 school year.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

	d.	Cornerstone Care – Sport Physicals
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Cornerstone Care to complete the sport physicals for the 2012-13 school year, $15/per student.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

	e.	Volleyball Ticket Prices
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the following volleyball ticket prices, effective 2012-13 school year.
	Adults - $3.00
	Students - $1.00

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

f.	Athletic Committee Meeting is scheduled July 25, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Inventory Control
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the donation of an outdated Sharp Digital TV, Model #325C26B, to the Avella Community Library.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

b.	Use of School Facilities
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the following Use of School Facilities:

NAME:		Avella Athletics, Inc. – Tri-State Football League
PURPOSE:	Youth Football Games & Practices
PLACE:		High School Football Field, Weight & Locker Rooms
DATES:	2012-13 Season

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

c.	Thank you to Alex Paris for donating his company’s equipment and services to complete all of the tennis court repairs.

d.	The Safety Committee will address the letters from the Avella Volunteer Fire Department regarding a fire lane in front of the Elementary and High School buildings.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		a.	A discussion was held regarding the 2012 PSSA scores.

		b.	Washington Communities MH/MR Center, Inc.
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Letter of Agreement between the Avella Area School District and the Washington Communities MH/MR Center, Inc., for the school therapy program for Student Assistant Program (SAP), for the 2012-13 school year.  There is no charge to the District.  See Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

		a.	Steel City Therapy, LLC
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Contract between Steel City Therapy, LLC and Avella Area School District, effective September 1, 2012 through August 31, 2013, per Attachment Finance “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

		b.	Bull International, Inc. - Mower
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Bull International, Inc. bid in the amount of $4,749.00, for a Cub Commercial mower, per Attachment Finance “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

		c.	The Caring Mission
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Independent Contract Agreement between the Avella Area School District and Caring Mission Home Care, L.P., for the provision of the services of an appropriately licensed registered nurse to provide substitute nursing services to the District on an as needed basis, when a certified school nurse if not available, for the 2012-13 school year, per Attachment Finance “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Kristi Dill, Food Service Director
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Contract for Employment of Food Service Manager between Kristi Dill and the Avella Area School District, effective 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015, per Attachment Negotiations “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Contracted Medical/Dental Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Contracted Medical/Dental Personnel List for the 2012-13 school year, per Attachment Personnel “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

		b.	Security Personnel List
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Security Personnel List for the 2012-13 school year, per Attachment Personnel “B”.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

		c.	Jessica Dayton, Color Guard Instructor -Resignation
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to accept the resignation of Jessica Dayton as Color Guard Instructor, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

		d.	Color Guard Instructor - Posting
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Paris, to post (advertise, if necessary) for a Color Guard Instructor for the 2012-13 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

		e.	Volunteers
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the following volunteers for the 2012-13 school year.  All clearances on file.
	Dawn Szabo – Band
	Kristine McDowell - Band
	Katelyn Marquis – Band

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.
B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

f.	Administration Raises
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Administrative personnel raises, effective July 1, 2012, as per contracts listed on Attachment Personnel “C”.  Amounts have been budgeted and Performance Evaluations completed.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

g.	Non-Union Staff Raises
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve all non-union personnel raises, effective July 1, 2012, as per Attachment Personnel “D”.  Amounts have been budgeted and Performance Evaluations completed.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

h.	Cheryl Pattison - Retirement
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to regretfully accept the retirement of Cheryl Pattison, Cafeteria Worker, effective August 31, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

i.	Cafeteria Position - Eliminate
Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to eliminate one 7 hour cafeteria position, effective August 31, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

j.	Second Grade Elementary Teacher - Posting
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. McConn, to post (advertise, if necessary) for a Second Grade Elementary Teacher Position.  (Position available due to Katie Crawley’s transfer)

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

k.	The JSHS Principal interviews with the Board are scheduled July 30, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.

7.	POLICIES

		a.	Comprehensive Personnel Handbook
	Moved by Ms. Newman, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve the Comprehensive Personnel Handbook, per Attachment Policies “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

7.	POLICIES - Continued

b.	Facilities Manager’s Job Description
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Facilities Manager’s Job Description, effective immediately. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

c.	Policies
	Moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Mr. Paris, to adopt/revise the following policies, effective immediately, per letter dated June 13, 2012 from Barbara Graham, District Solicitor. (First Reading held 6/20/12)
· #200 – Enrollment of Students
· #202 – Eligibility of Non-Resident Students
· #205 – Post-Graduate Students
· #254 – Enrollment of Students Disciplined by Other School Entities
· #255 – Tuition Students
· #201 – Admission of Students to Kindergarten and First Grade
· #251 – Homeless Students

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.

		d.	A discussion was held regarding the Comprehensive Plan.

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	A Safety Committee meeting scheduled August 2, 2012 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
a.	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent, reported the IU is reconfiguring the network in order to provide firewall services to all its Districts.  

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
a.	A Transportation Committee Meeting will be scheduled to review Maple Road with GG&C.


C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Underwood, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. McConn, Ms. Newman, Mr. Paris and Mr. Underwood said “aye”.  Motion carried 5-0.


						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary

