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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

February 15, 2012


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, February 15, 2012.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris
Absent: James Cassidy, Donald Underwood 


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Timothy Beck, Jr. Sr. High School Principal
			Joel Kirsch, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Barbara Graham, District Solicitor
			6 Visitors




A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES


	ROLL CALL


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the February Students of the Month:
	Amanda Kaste – Senior
	Billie Jones – Senior
	Morgan Olsen – 6th Grade
	Austin Dever – 6th Grade

2.	Scott Grant, Case|Sabatini, District Auditors, presented the Auditor’s Report for the 2010-11 year.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None



GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of Board Minutes for the January 2012 Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the January 2012 Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of Accounts Payable for the January and February 2012 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Accounts Payable for the January and February 2012 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C” 

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

		a.	2012-13 Assistant Coaches – Fall Sports
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the following Assistant Coaches for the fall sports for the 2012-13 school year. 

			Basketball – 7th/8th Grade Girls
			Mike Drazich, Assistant 7th/8th Grade Girls Basketball Coach
			Cross Country
			Laura Lazzarotti, Assistant Cross Country Coach
			Tennis
			Thomas Moore, Assistant Head Tennis Coach

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Athletic Handbook Revision
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve Marc Kania, Athletic Director’s, request to revise the Athletic Handbook to authorize an athlete or manager to order a jacket after they have lettered one year in any sport.  They will be expected to prepay 100% of the cost of the jacket.  Athletic Attachment “A”

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

		c.	Posting – 7th/8th Grade Football Coach
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve a posting/advertisement for a 7th/8th Grade Football Coach for the 2012-13 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	d.	Athletic Trainer – California University of Pennsylvania
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Article of Agreement for Graduate Athletic Training Internships with California University of Pennsylvania for the 2012-13 school year, and to include the same in the 2012-2013 Athletic Budget, at a cost of $15,000.    Attachment Athletic “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	An Athletic Committee Meeting is scheduled for March 21, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

a.	A discussion was held regarding the tennis court quotes.  This item is tabled until the March 2012 meeting.

		b.	Dance Competition Fundraiser
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Linda Gilmore’s request to sponsor a Dance Fundraiser in memory of her daughter, Jenna Gilmore, at the Avella Area School District.  (The tentative date is May 5, 2012, but may need to be rescheduled depending on the Dance Team’s availability.)   Mrs. Gilmore will attend the board meeting to answer any questions.  Attachment B&G “B” 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	Dr. Logue-Belden reported the repair to the bar on the JSHS door has been completed.

d.	A discussion was held regarding the items addressed at the February 6, 2012 Buildings & Grounds Committee Meeting.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a.	A letter was received from the Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards of Southwestern, PA, regarding Jessica Miller, Art Teacher, receiving an outstanding teacher award.  




B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE - Continued

b.	NHS Human Services
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Letter of Collaborative Agreement between Avella Area School District and NHS Human Services (no cost to the District), per Attachment Curriculum “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		c.	2012-13 School Calendar
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the Avella Area School District 2012-13 School Calendar, per Attachment Curriculum “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

d.	Mr. Kirsch, Elementary Principal, announced that John W. Thrower Ready Mix donated $250 towards the 3rd Grade Field Trip.

e.	The SHASDA Student Recognition Dinner will be held February 23, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. at Upper St. Clair High School.

		f.	Intermediate Unit I Board of Directors
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the Intermediate Unit I Board of Directors Nominating Resolution, per Attachment Curriculum ”E” to Revised Agenda, nominating Donald Underwood to stand for election or appointment to the Intermediate Unit I Board of Directors.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE

a.	Mrs. Shola reported the payphones have been removed from the school building. 

b.	Resolution – Intermediate Unit I
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the 2012-13 Intermediate Unit I General Operational Budget.  Section 914-A(6)(1) Act 102 of 1970, requires that the Intermediate Unit Budget be approved by at least a majority of the school districts comprising the Intermediate Unit.  Attachment Finance “A”

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE - Continued

		c.	Aesop Customer Agreement
	Moved by Mr. Geresti, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the Customer Agreement with Aesop for substitute calling services for the 2011-12 and 2012-13 school years.  The initial setup fee will be $1,700, and subscription fees for each year will be $2,678.  Attachment Finance “B”

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Agreement – Margaret Swanson, CRNP
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Agreement between Avella Area School District and Margaret Swanson, CRNP, to provide Physician Authorization Services, per Attachment Finance “C”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

e.	Board members interested in attending the Intermediate Unit 1 banquet and annual convention on March 27, 2012, are to notify Debbie Bentz no later than Friday, February 17, 2012.

f.	Finance Committee Meetings are scheduled for March 7 and 28, April 18 and May 2, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.  A Committee of the Whole Meeting is scheduled June 6, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE – No Report

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Homebound Instructor – Vada Boback
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Vada Boback as the Homebound Instructor for a 12th grade student, 5 hours per week, per AEA Contract, effective February 16, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Substitute Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Amanda Greene to the 2011-12 Substitute Teacher List.  All clearances are on file. 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		c.	Sherrill Ripley - FMLA
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Sherrill Ripley’s request for Family Medical Leave Act, effective February 21, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		d.	Posting – Extended Day-to-Day Substitute Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve a posting for an Extended Day-to-Day Substitute Teacher for Mrs. Ripley.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		e.	2011-2012 Substitute Teacher List
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Brian McDowell and Chelsey Holloway to the 2011-12 Substitute Teacher List.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.


EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. McConn called an Executive Session at 8:02 p.m. regarding personnel.  The Board returned to regular session at 8:06 p.m.

Further action taken by the Board:


		f.	Michelle LeFebvre - Resignation
	Moved by Ms. Cunningham, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to accept Michelle LeFebvre’s resignation, effective March 2, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		g.	Posting – Music Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve a posting (advertisement, if necessary) for a Music Teacher.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

7.	POLICIES
	
a.	Adopted/Revised Policies:
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to adopt/revise the following policies, effective immediately.  (Policies were attached to January agenda.)
· Field Trip Permission Forms 
· Recommended Update to Student Internet Policy
· Use of the District System by Employees/Other Authorized Users 

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

		b.	Job Descriptions - Secretaries
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the Elementary and JSHS Secretary Job Descriptions, per Attachment Policies “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

c.	The following items were discussed:
· A/P Courses
· A/P Vo-Tech Course

d.	A first reading was held of the following policies:
· 216.1 Policy Governing the Collection, Classification, Maintenance and Disclosure of Student Records (Regular Education Records)
· 216.2 Policy Governing the Collection, Classification, Maintenance and Disclosure of Student Records (Special Education Records)

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE
a.	A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled March 1, 2012 at 7:45 a.m.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

	a.	Dr. Logue-Belden addressed the following items:
· Email Archive Barracuda
· Retention Policy 

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – No Report


C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. McConn, to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 7-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary
