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AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1000 AVELLA ROAD
AVELLA, PA  15312

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

January 18, 2012


	The Regular Board Meeting of the Avella Area School District Board of Education was held in the Avella Jr. Sr. High School Library on Wednesday, January 18, 2012.  Mr. Corey McConn, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  An Executive Session was held prior to the meeting regarding personnel and contracts.  Debra Bentz, Board Secretary, held roll call and the following board members were present:


BOARD MEMBERS:	James Cassidy, Leslie Cunningham, Jeffrey Devenney, Kevin Geresti, Corey McConn, Michael Muhr, Jennifer Newman, Alex Paris
Absent: Donald Underwood 


ADMINISTRATION:	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden, Superintendent
			Laura Shola, Business Manager
			Timothy Beck, Jr. Sr. High School Principal
			Joel Kirsch, Elementary Principal
			Debra L. Bentz, Board Secretary 


OTHERS:		Rachel Lozosky, District Solicitor
			18 Visitors




A.	GENERAL PROCEDURES


	ROLL CALL


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION

1.	The following students were recognized as the January Students of the Month:
	Georgia Miller – Senior
	Jesse Descutner – Senior
	Samantha Dunkle – 6th Grade
	Alexia Pirillo – 6th Grade

2.	Dr. Janell Logue-Belden presented the State of the District Report.

REQUEST TO SPEAK AT THE BOARD MEETING - None

VISITORS REQUEST TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEM - None




GENERAL PROCEDURE ITEMS

1.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     ATTACHMENT “A”
	Board Members were furnished copies of Board Minutes for the December 2011 Reorganization and Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the December 2011 Reorganization and Regular Board Meeting Minutes.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 		      ATTACHMENT “B”
	Board Members were furnished copies of Accounts Payable for the December 2011 and January 2012 General Fund.

Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Newman, to approve the Accounts Payable for the December 2011 and January 2012 General Fund.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

3.	FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORTS                                           ATTACHMENT “C” 

4.	SOLICITOR’S REPORT				      ATTACHMENT “D”

5.	BOARD INSURANCE REPORT                           	      ATTACHMENT “E”


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

a.	The Avella Football Team has been placed in a new conference with Bentworth, Beth-Center, Carmichaels, Frazier, Geibel, Jefferson-Morgan, Mapletown, and West Greene.

	b.	Dance Team - Competition
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the Dance Team to attend a competition in Wildwood, New Jersey, from May 3-6, 2012.  The Dance Team members are responsible for all expenses of the competition.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

	c.	Dance Team – Dance Clinic in Pittsburgh
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Dance Team to attend/host a dance clinic in Pittsburgh on January 21, 2012.  Katie Crawley will drive the school van and transport 7 dance team members.  Parents are permitted to drive their own children.  The District is not responsible for parents driving another person’s child in their personal vehicle.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		d.	Assistant Track Coach – Lynn Clarchick
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Lynn Clarchick as the Assistant Track Coach for the 2011-12 school year, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		e.	7th/8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball Coaches
	Moved by Mr. Cassidy, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve the following 7th/8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball Coaches for the 2011-12 school year, per AEA Contract:
	Zachary Zebrasky – Head 7th/8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball Coach
	Kelsey Cataldo – Assistant 7th/8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball Coach

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

f.	Additional Assistant Softball Coach Position - 2011-12 Season
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve an additional Assistant Softball Coach for the 2011-12 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

g.	Lauren Yaquinto – Assistant Softball Coach
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Lauren Yaquinto as an additional Assistant Softball Coach for the 2011-12 school year, pending clearances, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.



B.	NEW BUSINESS

	1.	ATHLETIC COMMITTEE - Continued

h.	Tammy West - Assistant Softball Coach
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Tammy West as an Assistant Softball Coach for the 2011-12 school year, pending clearances, per AEA Contract.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

i.	Eric Shargots – Volunteer Softball Coach
Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Eric Shargots as a Volunteer Softball Coach for the 2011-12 school year, pending clearances and Volunteer Form.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		j.	2012-13 Head Coaches – Fall Sports
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve the following Head Coaches for the fall sports for the 2012-13 school year (Assistant Coaches will be on the February 2012 Agenda)

			Basketball – 7th/8th grade Girls
			Gilbert Cutruzzula, Head 7th/8th Grade Girls Basketball Coach
			Cross Country
			Clara Zatta, Head Cross Country Coach
			Football
			Ryan Cecchini, Head Varsity Football Coach
			Tennis
			Charles McGinnis, Head Tennis Coach
			Volleyball
			Stephanie Woodruff, Head Volleyball Coach

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		k.	ImPACT-PACE Program
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve Marc Kania, Athletic Director’s request, to sign up for the PACE Program through Dick’s Sporting Goods PACE Program Website, per Attachment Athletic “B”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

l.	A discussion was held regarding former students entering the backdoor of the gym and using weight room equipment.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

2.	BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

		a.	Inventory Control
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve the disposal of items listed on Attachment B&G “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

b.	A Buildings and Grounds Committee Meeting is scheduled February 16, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

a.	Clara Zatta, JSHS Teacher, presented a Teens and Drug Use Survey to be completed by students as a research plan.

b.	Graduation Project Presentations – School Calendar
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve a two hour delay for two school days, tentatively February 15 and 16, 2012, for graduation project presentations. 

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

c.	Dr. Logue-Belden provided the Board with the following informational handouts:
· D. Richard Wynn Award – Tri-State Area School Study Council
· IU 1 Strategic Plan/End of Year Report 

		d.	Dr. Logue-Belden submitted the following grants for the District:
· Keystone Opportunity Grant
· Safe Schools Targeted Grant for Bullying
· Highmark Wellness Grant

		e.	Elizabeth Pompe, Senior – CCAC Classes
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Muhr, to approve Elizabeth Pompe’s request to attend CCAC to complete college courses during her Senior year, per Attachment Curriculum “D”)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		f.	Holocaust Museum Field Trip
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Mrs. Lazzarotti’s Sophomore English Class and Mrs. Repole’s American History Class to attend the Holocaust Museum in Washington DC on March 1, 2012.  The bus will depart at 6:30 a.m. and return approximately 8:30 p.m.  Admission is free.  Transportation will be provided by Central Cab. A $1,000 anonymous community donation was made toward the transportation costs.  Each student/chaperone will pay $25 towards the remaining transportation costs.  Students are responsible for meals.


B.	NEW BUSINESS

	3.	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

		f.	Holocaust Museum Field Trip - Continued

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

g.	Mrs. Lazzarotti, Student Newspaper Advisor, requested board members to complete forms to assist the students with an article for the school newspaper.

h.	The band trip scheduled for May 11-12, 2012 was cancelled due of lack of interest.

i.	Ms. Miller, Art Teacher, submitted a list of Avella students receiving art awards.

	4.	FINANCE COMMITTEE – No report.

	5.	NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

		a.	Musical Producers - MOU
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Avella Education Association and The Avella Area School District for Lynn Maidment-Clarchick and Debora Descutner to share the Musical Producer position for the 2011-12 school year, per Attachment Negotiations “A” to Revised Agenda.  

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

		a.	Zachary Zebrasky – Full Time Extended Sub Social Studies Teacher
	Moved by Mr. Paris, seconded by Mr. Devenney, to approve Zachary Zebrasky as the Full Time Extended Substitute Social Studies Teacher, effective January 19, 2012 until the last day of the 2011-12 school year, due to the retirement of John Jaros.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		b.	Homebound Instructor Posting
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, to ratify a posting for a Homebound Instructor for an 8th grade student.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		c.	Jessica Dayton, Homebound Instructor
	Moved by Mr. .Devenney, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve Jessica Dayton as the Homebound Instructor for an 8th grade student, 5 hours per week, per AEA Contract, effective January 23, 2012.

B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

		c.	Jessica Dayton, Homebound Instructor - Continued

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		d.	Homebound Instructor Resignation– Jessica Dayton
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve Jessica Dayton’s resignation as a Homebound Instructor for a 12th grade student, 5 hours per week, per AEA Contract, effective January 23, 2012.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		e.	Homebound Instructor Posting
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve a posting for a Homebound Instructor for a 12th grade student.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		f.	Security Personnel
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. McConn, to approve the following to the 2011-12 Security Personnel List, per request of James D. Geresti:
William Miller, 221 Humbert Lane, Washington, PA
James Combs, 473 Cross Creek Road, Avella, PA

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		g.	Volunteer – Rifle Team
	Moved by Mr. McConn, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve Kenneth Adams as a volunteer to the Rifle Team for the 2011-12 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		h.	Volunteer – Elementary School
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Amelia Gagich as a volunteer for the Elementary School for the 2011-12 school year.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

		i.	Bethany College Student Teachers
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve Bethany College’s request for placement of the following student teacher (all clearances are on file):
Brea Thrower – Elementary School – January 23..-March 2, 2012

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.
B.	NEW BUSINESS

	6.	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Continued

		j.	West Liberty University – Cheryl Rush
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Ms. Cunningham, to approve West Liberty University’s request for Cheryl Rush to complete 12 hours of observation in special education and 25 hours of observation in social studies, beginning the week of February 6.  (Mrs. Rush is approved as a volunteer in our district and her clearances are on file.)

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

k.	The following teachers were trained as SAP Team Members:  Jodi Morgan, Marie Smitsky, and Erin Wilson

7.	POLICIES
	
a.	A first reading was held of the following policies:
· Field Trip Permission Forms
· Recommended Update to Student Internet Policy
· Use of the District System by Employees/Other Authorized Users

8.	SAFETY COMMITTEE

a.	A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled February 2, 2012 at 7:45 a.m.

b.	Emergency Safety Plan 
	Moved by Mr. Muhr, seconded by Mr. Paris, to approve the Emergency Safety Plan, per Attachment Safety “A”.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

9.	TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

a.	Dr. Logue-Belden announced the new school website is complete.  The office staff is trained.  The teaching staff is scheduled to be trained.

b.	Dr. Logue-Belden reported she is in the process of investigating VOIP for District.  

10.	TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

		a.	2011-12 Transportation List
	Moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to approve Thomas David Jackson as a bus driver to the 2011-12 Bus/Van Driver List.  All clearances are on file.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.




C.	ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, moved by Mr. Devenney, seconded by Mr. Geresti, to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 p.m.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL:	Mr. Cassidy, Ms. Cunningham, Mr. Devenney, Mr. Geresti, Mr. McConn, Mr. Muhr, Ms. Newman, and Mr. Paris said “aye”.  Motion carried 8-0.

						Respectfully submitted,

						____________________________________
						Debra L. Bentz
						Board Secretary
