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In Attendance:  Maurice Ghysels, Katie Angioletti, Erin Reyes, Kristin Seuell, Joan Lambert, Jenny Freiermuth, Stacey Jones, Fiona Walker, Kate Kennedy, Stephanie Chen, Stacey Dekshenieks, Calla Griffith, Jill Wurster, Wendy Horton, Elizabeth Ouren, Carolyn Lynch, Tracy Watt, Joan Lambert, Kristen Gracia, Sharon Burns, Michelle Box, Chris Sewell

Meeting minutes were approved for September.

Are You In?  Run update 
Three chairs from Oak Knoll stepped up to be the chairs for the run.  

Treasurers Report 
Teresa  Bergeron
Not a lot of activity this month.  One deposit of almost $3K raised from all schools, and an approved spend for the MPAEF video.  We have almost $5K in bank, and we have spent $1,400 to date.

Parent Education 
Elizabeth Ouren
Next Sunday afternoon, October 12 is the Parent Education conference.  Please encourage others to sign up.  There are 100 parents signed up so far, and childcare has maxed out.  The speakers are Maurice Ghysels, who will kick off the event with a keynote, with Jennifer Coleman,  Erik Burmeister and Heidi Yamada talking about math and common core.   Alicia Bowman will speak about assessments and new report cards.  Willie How will address technology and students, and Jinny Maiwald (name correct?)  will speak on Resilient Children.  Please register by Monday, October 6, and walk ins will be allowed.

Directory 
Elizabeth Ouren for Tricia Barr
Business pages will be a different color in the directory to easily identify them. The rest of the directory will be white pages, with tabs to easiy locate school sections. The original data was received later than expected, but Tricia hopes to have the directory out by end of October,  or first week of November.  The next step is a review of the overall directory, and then a final approval and finalize.  There was a question about the mini directories. Elizabeth will ask Tricia and provide an update.

Audit 
Stacey Dekshenieks
We had an audit on July 31, and all is well.  The next audit will be in March 2015.




Superintendent Update
Maurice Ghysels
Maurice provided a brief update specifically around staff professional development, which is front and center around initiatives.  October 6 is a staff development day  where an overview of sessions teachers will be participating in was discussed.  Sessions include report cards, online tools, google forms, writers workshop and pilot programs including math expressions.  85% of these sessions are being taught by staff.

Maurice then provided an update on the Charter petition.  There will be a Community meeting on Tuesday, October 7 at Laurel School.  Oak Knoll will host a following meeting on Thursday, October 9 at 8:30am.  (Chris:  verify dates here). There is a lot of public discourse around this topic.  There will be a public hearing on Tuesday Oct 14th at 6:30pm at the TERC.  Feel free to invite others.  You are able to speak up to 3 min and share your thoughts.  On the evening October 27,  there will be a discussion on understanding the 16 components of making a decision for this petition.  By November 12, a decision will be made.  At the community meetings mentioned above, Joan, Maurice and Maria will speak about the petition, financial implications and answer Q and A.

Joan Lambert
Joan briefly reiterated what is in petition – the petition is asking for 4 classrooms next year (25 kids per class), and the school wants to grow to K-8, and will be at 450 kids total.  Petition available online on the MPCSD website.   Joan then discussed the facilities the charter school would need and stated they require 80 in district kids to sign up for charter in order to get facilities in district (prop 39 states this).  Facility request due in November, plus they will be asking for use of a gym, library, and other services.  Personnel from district is not included.  This is a district wide petition and issue that impacts all schools.  Please make sure each school is well aware of meetings and implications and feel free to reach out to and include the board in all communications.  Out of district students from basic aid (Las Lomitas, Woodside, etc) are covered 100% in costs, and from revenue limit district (RWC, Ravenswood) the district would get 70% reimbursement per student.  Current list of students is mixed.  Prop 39 requires district to provide an adequate facility.  One risk associated with this petition is our district plans well, and we did not plan for outside students coming into district.  Another challenge is the cultural implications when leveraging current campus’ and mixing students.  District is interested in introducing languages.  Evaluating Spanish immersion program – what are lessons learned, what does future look like, what are the appropriate standards?  Leadership team in parallel, not reacting, has been interested in world languages.  Conference in UT where there are promising practices in world languages.  Exploring options.  2007 first approved SI program as well as a Spanish for all program for K-5.  Recession came and district hit with state cuts, the district had to cut $800K out of budget which was penned to fund programs like the Spanish for all program.  Languages will be addressed in the December district meeting.  Kristen Gracia spoke up about Oak Knoll parents interest in language for all, and their Site Council is doing research on language programs this year.

Oak Knoll School Update
Kristen Gracia
Kristen provided a brief update on activities at Oak Knoll.  Their PTO campaign is over.  The school had a celebration with kids out on blacktop.  Oak Knoll Site Council heavily involved in this year’s goal setting.  Currently writing academic and social/emotional goals.  Kristen stated that the site plan is written around students.  Compassion is central theme at school.  There is a program around Compassion for the year.  Trimester 1 focused around empathy and why its important to connect and understand others, especially those with differences.  Kristen then spoke about the 3rd grade speech and debate program starting with the return of Coach Bryer.   4th grade lunch club is also starting up.   Site Council goal setting will be around mindset work (Kristen stated there is a noticeable jump in academics when we teach students about the brain).  The goal is to scale across the parent community so parents can speak same language as their students, and model behaviors for children.  Kristen also spoke about the online mindset course available to parents, and once completed, the family will get a car magnet that says “we have a growth mindset”.  This is a pilot program at Oak Knoll.

MPAEF Update
Kristin Seuell and Calla Griffith
Kristin and Calla spoke about the campaign number, which remains at 48% of goal. Campaign work continues through November 20.  Jim Taylor speaking at an organized event for donors, and there is also a foundation event at Menlo Grill.  All foundation donors invited.  (those at the $1,500 level).  Kristin spoke about shopping opportunities via online vendors and anything spent with these vendors will give 3-5% back to MPAEF.

Calla also spoke about the Boo Campaign – Community building Halloween event.  

Hillview School Update
Katie Angioletti
Katie mentioned that 60 students have already signed up for East Coast trip.  Mini course sign ups start next week.  Katie mentioned they have added 16-17 new positions to the mini course work this year.   Maurice stated it’s a deeply student savvy school.  Linda Creighton is doing work around student positive feedback vs consequences.  It’s currently mid trimester and conference time at Hillview.    There is a large staff contingent  who go to East Palo Alto with translators to give conferences to families coming from that area with the goal of building community and interest in their students academic lives.  Katie spoke about the Math adoption and assessments which are going well and growing steadily.  Willie is involved with district wide technology committee and is also addressing what is a successful wellness program for K-8 students.  On October 29, Erik will be addressing the Hillview dress code and Willie will talk about Edmoto. 

Encinal School Update
Erin Reyes
Fall family picnic was a hit.  Gaga court unveiled and students love it.  Digital Tattoo meeting hugely successful but under attended.  Erin mentioned that Oak Knoll will be hosting the same talk on October 27th and encouraged everyone to go.  Encinal hosts it’s Book fair the week of  October 14th.  

Laurel School Update
Stacey Jones
Stacey mentioned that the Laurel Book fair and picnic combination was a hit and something to consider again.

Next meeting:  November  7th at 8:45am.  Laurel PTO has snacks.
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