District Council Meeting Minutes – March 13, 2015
In Attendance:  Carolyn Lynch, Wendy Horton, Tracy Watts, Tricia Barr, Allison Chao, Teresa Bergeron, Kate Kennedy, Erik Burmeister, Alka Gupta, Tara Moeller, Chris Sewell, Fiona Walker, Kristin Gracia, Erin Reyes, Winnie Root, Sharon Burns, Jill Vizas, Calla Griffith, Jennifer Kollman, Theresa Fox, Jill Kispert, Krista Glotzbach, Stephanie Chen, Jill Wurster, Maria Hilton, Alicia Bowman, Ginny Maiwald, Katie Angioletti, Stacy Dekshenieks
The meeting was called to order at 8:50am.  

The February 2015 meeting minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report (Teresa Bergeron)
Theresa went over financials from the last month.  There was one expense of $55.00, leaving a balance of $9,500.  Teri is awaiting a few expenses from Site Council, and other groups.   
Are you IN run Update (Tara Moeller)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tara Moeller provided an update on run.  This year’s goal is to raise $100K from the event.  An update on financials ($40K already secured) was discussed next, including an ask of $80,000.00 in the pipeline.  Krista Glotzbach will send out the target list and will see if anyone is connected to any contacts and can reach out and solicit donations.  Tara provided a branding update including updating the brand slightly.  The tagline moving forward will be, “Are you in?  Yes, we’re in!”  Also developing what branding looks like this year, next year when the run changes, and in the future.  Tara and team are focusing on the evolution of the run.
Recognition Update (Allison Chao)
Allison Chao gave an update on the HSA/CSA/Golden Oaks, and Presidents Group awards including 19 nominations so far.  All nominations are due in April with a final list due by May.   If you have questions, please reach out to Allison directly. 
Superintendent Update (Erik Burmeister)
Kudos to support team for making sure all is moving forward while Maurice is out on leave.  Liz Wiseman event was held at HIllview recently and although not as many attendees were there as hoped, the talk was very well received by audience.   Hillivew PTO has a upcoming Parent Ed series showcasing the movie, The Mask you Live In.  The PTO is also starting their recruiting efforts for next year.  Spanish Immersion teacher candidates needed for several schools.  There are seven recruitment fairs planned for the five open positions.  World Language roll out plans discussed, starting with global world language approach in Kindergarten and up.  Lastly, Smarter Balance assessments are in the works.  More information provided below. 
Education Update (Alicia Bowman)
Alicia provided an update on Smarter Balance. Testing opens the last week in April for grades 3-8, and grades 11.  These assessments are aligned to the Common Core standards and are very different than standards we’ve had in the past.  This new format allows for a variety of different ways for student to answer and is all completed on a computer.  For interested parents, there are resources available online.  There is no way to compare the old assessments vs. this new assessment.  This is due to the state creating a reporting format that cannot be compared with past tests.  Comparisons will begin next school year after the next testing cycle.  Jennifer Kollman discussed the math adoption process in grades 3-5.  Teachers unanimously supported the board getting approval for Math Expressions, which also aligns with the grades 6-8 curriculum using Big Ideas.  Teachers believe that students are getting concepts they have had a hard time grasping in the past and are feeling very confident about the Math Expressions adoption.  Soon, on the district website and in the PTO newsletters, a link will be shared with parents who can review Math Expressions and Big Ideas curriculum, and the seamless transition from one to the other.  A question was asked about the difference between Everyday Math and Math Expressions.  Everyday Math does not follow a sequence model, whereby number sense is heavily crafted in Math Expressions.  Kristin Gracia took time to discuss math with the Oak Knoll 5th graders, and found they preferred Math Expressions.  They claimed Math Expressions is more clear “we can get it”, students felt like they understood Math Expressions better.  Kristin said it’s all about the teacher and how they integrate the math learning into the curriculum.  If you Google Math Expressions, please make sure you Google “California Math Expressions”.  Ginny Maiwald then talked about our student population, and student safety and wellness.  Please check out Andrew Solomon’s Ted talk “The worst moments in our lives makes us who we are.”
School Board (Maria Hilton)
Maria spoke about the School Board meeting’s review of the community use act.  The Community Use Act assess’ the value of school resources.  Ahmad is currently going through the calculations and audits.  Next, Maria spoke about the online scheduling tool called School Dude, which handles all scheduling across the board.  Following, Maria spoke about the Immersion Charter School update.  The petitioners have not submitted an appeal yet to the state.  They would have had to already submit their petition for a school to open in the fall.  They can always resubmit their petition at any time.  Alternatively, the Moreland case has appealed to the state.  Now, there is a group of petitioners at the O’Connor site.  This site is located on a street where one side is from the Ravenswood School District and the other side of the street is Menlo Park School District.  Residents have the right to petition to be included in the other district.  Petitioners are meeting at Encinal on March 30 at 7pm in the TERC, and a meeting in April in their own district.  The vote will go to the Commission, not to MPCSD.
School Updates
Hillview Middle School  (Erik Burmeister)

Hillview School is a finalist in the Gold Ribbon program.  The school visitation happened on March 12.  Very rewarding.  The school will find out in spring if Hillview has been selected.  Big Ideas adoption is going very well.  The teachers are doing extremely well with the transition.  The big challenge will be for current 5th and 6th grade students and changing their approach to math.  Hillview will be offering a bridge course to compacted current 5th graders, and a 5th grade course will be available over the summer.  The dates for the summer program are June 22-July 19.  Erik next spoke about the 5th grade parent night at Hillview on April 7th.  At this meeting, one discussion point will be math pathways and how to approach this as you plan for middle school.  Next, a Smarter Balance overview was provided, as well as writing benchmarks for students, and how we communicate that progress with parents.  Erik mentioned that reading language benchmarks are being created as well.  Social studies and literacy progress was briefly discussed.  Science standards are being reviewed.  The school has adopted the next generation standards, but has not made significant changes to current programs.  It’s all working well now. Lastly, the Mini courses occur the week before spring break.

Laurel School  (Theresa Fox)

Theresa spoke about Smarter Balance and only 3rd grade will be taking Smarter Balance this year.  There is a focus on typing as well as the celebratory aspect of the smarter balance process.  This test is all about how much they know.  Theresa also mentioned the importance of bringing in Growth Mindset to classes as well as they prep for tests.

Encinal School  (Sharon Burns)

Sharon echoed what other principals discussed with regards to Smarter Balance, and also talked about Teachers Coaching .  The Week after school is out for summer, teachers have volunteered to come in for workshops and coaching opportunities.


Oak Knoll School (Kristin Gracia)

Kristin spoke about the positive feelings around Common Core and Smarter Balance.  The students are engaged in more discussions and are able to explain their thinking more.  Smarter Balance preparations were discussed including progress monitoring, and Kristin is meeting with each teacher 1:1 to determine what students need for this testing process.  Kristin spoke about some amendments to classrooms so that kids are comfortable for testing.  Focus on putting growth mindset to work.  Mindfulness lessons are happening at Oak Knoll and are well received.  Kristin spoke about the upcoming Willy Wonka production and excitement around it.  And, recently, the Idea box was introduced at Oak Knoll.  This gives the younger students the Opportunity to be heard rather than just upper grades.  
MPAEF (Calla Griffith)
Calla thanked Erik Burmeister and team for the Liz Wiseman event.  Calla also discussed the upcoming auction, which is on April 11.  This year, there are some changes to the auction online format.  There is also a philanthropic event being held prior to the auction.  Next, Calla spoke about fund a need to support music and performing arts in the school district.  There is an outreach program to non donors and major donors going on now.  Calla talked about the nominating process for the MPAEF board which is in the works.  The new slate will be presented in April.
Auditor Report (Stacy Dekshenieks)
Stacy discussed the details of the audit report. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 A.M. 
The next meeting will be April 3, 2015 and Laurel PTO will bring snacks.
