







April 1st, 2020

Dear parent/guardian,

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of immunization requirements that will impact incoming 7th grade students per Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 37.114.705 .  

Students entering 7th grade are required to have one dose of Td booster (tetanus/diphtheria) or Tdap booster (tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis).  The Tdap is preferred to provide protection against whooping cough, also known as pertussis, but is not required.

Exceptions to the Td booster requirement include:
· It has been less than 5 years since your child’s last DTP, DTaP, DT or Td
· Your soon-to-be 7th grader is less than 11 years old

Please contact your health care provider or local health department if your child needs this or any other vaccine.  For additional information about the vaccines and disease they protect against visit the Montana Immunization Program website at dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/immunization or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s website at cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/index.html.

Medication Exemption – ARM 37.114.715.  If your physician advises delaying the tetanus booster, then a medical exemption must be written by the medical provider and presented to the school one week prior to the first day of school next fall. The exemption must include: student name, vaccine being exempted, AND duration of the exemption.

Religious Exemption – ARM 37.114.716.  A claim of exemption from immunization requirements on religious grounds must be notarized annually and maintained on the Religious Exemption form (HES-113).  The form must be provided to the school prior to the school year by the student’s parent/legal guardian.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please remember you will need to provide proof of immunization (i.e., Certificate of Immunization [shot record]) on or before the first day of school. If Hellgate does not receive documentation regarding your child’s Td booster by Friday September 4th, 2020, they will not be allowed to attend school.  We encourage you to mail the documentation to:  Hellgate Middle School, Attn: Mrs. Smith , 2381 Flynn Lane, Missoula, MT  59808.  Forms may be faxed to (406)5417-7780 or emailed to dsmith@hellgate.k12.mt.us. 

If you have any questions, please contact Brayden at (406)240-8032.

Thank you in advance for keeping our students safe and healthy.


Brayden Byrne, BSN, RN
School Nurse

