Graves County Schools

Procedures for eligibility determination of Multiple Disabilities
In order to meet requirements for a Multiple Disability (MD) the student must have two suspected disabilities; one disability may not be speech/language, or a combination of deaf/blindness. The ARC must plan the assessments using the two different suspected disability planning forms to ensure all components for both have been completed in order to determine eligibility for a multiple disability.

A student can have more than one disabling condition.  However to determine a student has a Multiple Disability the conditions must cause severe educational needs that can not be accommodated through special education programs solely by the one impairment/disability.  The student must need the label of both disabilities in order to receive additional services that the one disability would not be able to serve.

Example 1-Not eligible for MD even though student may technically have 2 disabilities:

A student is diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder and meets the eligibility for OHI the ARC committee determines the student also has a mild mental disability. Does one category explain and offer services he/she needs or does the committee need to determine there is a multiple disability? The category of MMD can explain the impulsiveness and off task behaviors of ADD or ADHD. This student can receive any service he/she requires under the category of MMD without the additional category of MD. 
Example 2-Eligibile for MD:

A student is determined to meet eligibility for MMD and also meets eligibility with a Physical Impairment (PI).  The category of MMD cannot provide the student with the physical therapy services need for the PI.  This student would then qualify for services under the category of Multiple Disability for (MMD & PI).

The category of a Multiple Disability is only used when one category alone will not meet the needs and provide the services for the student. 

