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Educational surrogates are part of a decision-making team for children with disabilities who are considered a ward of the state and who have no parent or guardian. Educational surrogates fill the parental role to help make decisions regarding placement and education within school programs.
· In 2004, a federal law called the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (or IDEA) was put into place to ensure that children with disabilities were given appropriate services and education. IDEA requires that each child's rights are protected, even when there is no parent or guardian available.
Requirements
· According to IDEA, educational surrogates must be over the age of 18 with no conflicts of interest. The child's school district will perform a background check to ensure you do not have a criminal record.
Responsibilities
· Educational surrogates attend meetings to discuss the child's individualized education plan and also attend parent-teacher conferences. In both instances, your role is to be an advocate for the rights of the child.
Rights
· Once you have been appointed as an educational surrogate, you will receive the same rights that are generally given to a child's natural parent throughout the process of making educational decisions. This includes access to pertinent records and files regarding the student.





