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      Annual Town Meeting

August 15, 2020
William E. Norris School
34 Pomeroy Meadow Rd., Southampton, MA

Many volunteers came out to help with the Annual Town Meeting. The meeting was postponed due the COVID 19 pandemic, this meeting will make history. After many attempts to reschedule, the meeting took place on August 15, 2020 at Labrie field, to follow Governor Baker’s guidelines regarding social distancing and gathering restrictions. The weather held out and Town Moderator, Robert Floyd, opened the meeting at 9:00am with a quorum present, 117 registered voters were present. The workers were Kathy Ingram, Eileen Hamel, Sabina McCarthy, and Jessica Neiswender.
After the pledge of allegiance which was led by Tammy Walunas, a brief moment of silence, welcome message, and reading a disclosure statement, Mr. Moderator proceeded to read the warrant, and return warrant. He announced that the town meeting was being televised but not livestreamed. Town Clerk Luci Dalton swore in Karl Kuehner, who was unanimously elected Deputy Moderator for the year until the next Annual Town Meeting.
Mr. Moderator read an introduction on town meeting guidelines. 
Mr. Moderator then called for a motion for Article 1.
Article 1: Moved and seconded to see if the town will vote to transfer for two previous fiscal year bills totaling $1,748.29 to the Prior Year Bills Account for unpaid bills from previous Fiscal Years; 

$334.29  

WEX gas card    
Payment misapplied from FY19

$1,414.00 

MIIA Insurance
Deductible payment from FY 17

Said sum to be taken from Water Retained Earnings (WEX Gas Card $334.29), and Operating Stabilization (MIIA Insurance $1,414.00); or take any other action relative thereto.   

Article 1: passes 4/5 requirements unanimously
Article 2: Moved and seconded see if the Town will vote to fix salaries of all elected officials for the Fiscal Year 2021 for the period for July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021, and further, to raise and appropriate $17,691,925.83 monies as identified in the Town’s Annual Operating Budget from taxation, $27,700 from WPAT loan and $100,000 from Ambulance Fees, as attached, for Fiscal Year 2021; or take any other action relative thereto.          
               
Matt Roland, Selectboard member, made motion to amend the Fiscal year 2021 Operating Budget.  This amendment was discussed at the August 11th Southampton select Board Meeting and was voted to be approved by the Select Board.  
Motion: Move to amend the FY 21 Southampton Operating Budget as follows:

Amendment:
From


To

General Government Section

Assessor Admin Assistant

$300.00

$7,320.00

Town Clerk Assistant Wages

$205.73

$11,648.33



Total




$505.73

$18,968.33

And to fund these increases that $18,462.60 be added to the FY 2021 Unrestricted General Government Aid estimated State Aid Revenues for the Town of Southampton as was outlined in the Department of Local Services July 30, 2020 DLS Alert.
Amended General Government- passes by majority
Public Safety- passes unanimously

From


To

Education Section

Elementary School


$4,783,527.00

$4,810,263.00

Total




$4,783,527.00

$4,810,263.00

And to fund these increases $26,736.00 be added to the FY 2021 Chapter 70 estimated Sate Revenues for the Town of Southampton as was outlined in the Department of Local Services July 30, 2020 DLS Alert.

Amended Education Budget- passes unanimously

From


To
Public Works Section
Street Lighting


$4,000.00

$8,236.40

Total




$4,000.00

$8,236.40

And to fund these increases that $4,236.40 be added to the FY 2021 Unrestricted General Government Aid estimated State Aid Revenues for the Town of Southampton as was outlined in the Department of Local Services July 30, 2020 DLS Alert.

Amended Public Works Section- passes unanimously

Health and Human Services- passes majority

Culture Recreation- passes unanimously

Employee Benefits-passes unanimously

Debt Service-passes unanimously

Debt Service Interest- passes unanimously

Article 3: Moved and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds Two Hundred Thousand Fifty-Five Dollars ($200,055) to operate the Transfer Station Enterprise according to the following budget:

Wages 



34,272
                   
Operating Expenses               143,620      
Environmental Compliance   
 4,000   

Indirect Costs


18,163                      
Total 

                         200,055      

And that $175,107 be raised from Transfer Station Enterprise Revenues $6,785 to be taken from retained earnings and $18,163 to be appropriated in General Fund (Indirect Costs): or take any other action relative thereto.





Article 3 passes unanimously

Article 4: Moved and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds Eight Hundred Thirteen Thousand Thirty-Nine Dollars ($813,039) to operate the Water Enterprise, according to the following budget:

Wages 


           203,376
Operating Expenses               163,732
Capital Outlay

             133,900

Indirect Costs 


93,946


Debt Services 
                           218,085
Total 



813,039
 And that $675,526 be raised from Water Enterprise Revenues, $43,567 from retained earnings and $93,946 appropriated in General Fund (Indirect Costs); or take any other action relative thereto.       






        

Article 4 passes unanimously
Article 5: Moved and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $20,593.54 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund the replacement of the PA system at the Norris School; or take any other action relative thereto.                                     
Article 5 Passes meeting 2/3rds Majority
Article 6: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $25,000.00 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund the repair and sealing to the gutter system at the Norris School.









Article 6 passes unanimously meeting 2/3rds majority
Article 7: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $11,075.00 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund the replacement of the kitchen oven ($9,000.00) and the hood fire suppression system for the oven and range ($2,075) at the Norris School.


Article 7 - passes unanimously meeting 2/3rds majority
Article 8:  Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $23,000.00 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund the replacement of teacher’ laptops at the Norris School.








Article 8 passes meeting 2/3rds majority
Article 9: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer/appropriate $18,000.00 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Police Capital Budget to fund the replacement of the 12 portable radios at the Police Department.

                                                                                     
Article 9 passes 2/3rds Majority
Article 10: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $56,512.74 to purchase a new SUV Police Cruiser for the Police Department, and to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, to borrow the sum of $56,512.74 for said appropriation under applicable sections of Chapter 44 Sections 7 and 8 of the General Laws or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds and notes therefor.  Any premium received upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with M.G.L. c. 44, §20, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount.   

                                                    
Article 10 needed paper ballot to pass Aye 89 Nay 9 meeting 2/3rds majority
Article 11: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer/appropriate $8,100.00 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Fire Capital Budget to fund the replacement of the Thermal Imaging Cameras at the Fire Department.




                                                                                           
Article 11 passes unanimously meeting 2/3rds majority
Article 12: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $55,450.00 for its portion to purchase an upgrade to the HVAC system at Hampshire Regional High School and to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, to borrow the sum of $55,450.00 for said appropriation under applicable sections of Chapter 44 Sections 7 and 8 of the General Laws or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds and notes therefor.  Any premium received upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with M.G.L. c. 44, §20, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount.



Article 12 required paper ballot Ayes 97 Nay 8 passes meeting 2/3 majority
Article 13: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to set the limitation on expenditures for each Revolving Fund be established according to Article 13 of the August 15, 2020 Annual Town Meeting.

Article 13 passes unanimously.

Article 14: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to hear and act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee for fiscal year 2021 and to allocate sums of money from the Community Preservation Fund as presented in Article 14 of the Warrant of the August 15, 2020 Annual Town Meeting.


Article 14 passes unanimously

Article 15: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of  Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000) from Community Preservation Funds to the First Congregational Church for a handicap accessible ramp to the Community Cupboard Food Pantry to provide a means of a second exit, said funds to be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges-Historical Preservation Account.
                                                                                                                       
   

Article 15 passes by 2/3rds majority
Article 16: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) from Community Preservation Funds to the Conservation Commission to restore safe access to, and for the use of, the trails at the Manhan Meadows Sanctuary which were damaged in the microburst, said funds to be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges–Undesignated Account.
                                                                                                   
Article 16 passes unanimously to meet 2/3rds majority
Article 17: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of  Seventeen Thousand Dollars ($17,000) from Community Preservation Funds to the Conservation Commission for the required 20% Town match for a Mass Trails Grant to improve additional areas of the Manhan Meadows Sanctuary trails system, said funds to be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges–Open Space Account 
Article 17 passes unanimously 
Article 18: Moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of Fifty-Three Thousand Dollars ($53,000) from Community Preservation Funds to the Southampton Historical Society for restoration and stabilization of the Clark Chapman-House, said funds to be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges–Historic Preservation Account.     

Article 18 passes unanimously
A true copy of the minutes of the meeting
Attest:

Lucille A Dalton,

Town Clerk

Town of Southampton
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