SENIOR CHECKLIST
The end is in sight and you are counting down the days to graduation!  Before you get an extreme case of “senior-it is”, map out the remaining steps for getting into the college of your choice.   Here’s a checklist of what needs to be done to ensure that you’re ready to hit the campus next fall.
THIS FALL

_____Narrow down your list of potential schools and contact them for an application and a new student information packet.  Research that info to make sure you’re aware of admission requirements and application deadlines.
_____Evaluate your finances. Need extra money for tuition, books or rent? Begin researching student loans online and plan to attend the financial aid workshop in January.
_____Attend College Nights and Career Fairs in your area. 
_____Register to take the ACT and/or the SAT again.  

_____Apply for the scholarships that you have found online and that your guidance counselor will give you.

_____Make it a goal to have all of your college applications done and sent in by Thanksgiving.

_____Apply for scholarships.
THIS WINTER AND SPRING

_____Apply for scholarships 
_____Remember, second semester grades are important and can affect your scholarship eligibility.

_____Attend the Financial Aid Workshop that will help you with filling out the  Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  If you did not make it to the financial aid workshop, be sure to pick up the information from your guidance counselor.  You can also download a copy of the FAFSA or file it electronically.  If you file electronically, you must register for a PIN number.  Complete the FAFSA and mail it as soon as possible after Jan. 1.  Priority deadline for most colleges is March 1st , however some colleges like the U of M have a Feb. 15th deadline.

_____Collect the prior year’s year-end financial information (such as tax forms and bank statements) for both you and your parents.  You will need the information to fill out the FAFSA.

_____The FAFSA should be processed in about four weeks.  At that point look for your Student Aid Report in the mail or online.  When you get it, verify the information and make any necessary corrections.  Make sure your colleges of choice receive the form.

_____Be prepared to submit a copy of your federal tax forms to the college(s) of your choice.
_____Apply for more scholarships.

_____Financial Aid Award letters will usually arrive before May 1.  Financial aid administrators at the colleges that accept you will verify the information from your FAFSA, determine your aid eligibility and send you a financial aid awards letter.  This letter will state the amount of aid for which you are eligible and the types of aid that make up your aid package.
_____Evaluate your options and make your college selection.  Sign and return the financial aid award letter, if required. Let the schools know what you decide – even if you don’t plan to attend.  That will free up a place for another student.

_____If you qualified for student or parent loans, get the right forms (promissory notes) and review lenders to see which one is right for you.

_____Apply for housing if you plan to live on-campus.

_____Finalize your summer job plans.

____You will be asked by the office and/or your guidance counselor where you would like your final transcript(s) sent. 

_____Write thank you notes for any scholarships you’ve received and for all graduation gifts.

_____Learn what it takes to be successful in college. Consider a first year experience course to learn how to study and be academically successful.

THIS SUMMER
_____Be aware of your freshman orientation dates.  Do not miss your orientation- you may not be able to register for class until you attend.

_____Save money from your summer jobs.  You’ll be glad you did!

_____Shop carefully for everything you will need for college.  That will help you avoid last-minute, expensive buying decisions.

_____Keep in touch with your college financial aid office to check the status of your finances.  Make sure everything is going according to plan.

_____Try to meet or talk to your new college roommate.  Discuss your expectations of each other (and decorating preferences), so you’ll have an easier time living together.

_____Any last minute details you need to wrap up?  If you’ve followed the above guidelines, you should be ready for college!  Your education is something no one can take away from you!  Make the most of it!
Take a break from facebook, tweeting and instant messaging and check out these activities and websites:

· Consider taking career exploration inventories or personality tests to find which professional area you may be best suited.  http://showmethefuture.org/game/index.cfm or http://www.mappingyourfuture.org  

· Check out possible careers. http://www.bls.gov/oco/ , www.acinet.org/acinet , First go to www.mtcis.intocareers.org  then click on high school – students have their own personal username and password.  Other users may log on using username-bakerhs and password-plan7ing. . www.iseek.org/ , www.khake.com , www.rileyguide.com/careers.html , www.asvabprogram.com , www.careerkey.org
· Test taking skills for math and science. http://www.march2success.com
· Get involved in community service groups and activities.  http://www.fourhcouncil.edu/ , http://www.habitat.org/ , www.bbbs.org , www.servenet.org , www.pointoflight.org , www.nationalserviceresources.org , www.nascc.org , www.volunteermatch.org , www.girlsinc.org 

· Start saving for college. http://www.collegeanswer.com/paying/content/pay_college_costs.jsp , www.themint.org , www.collegeboard.com , www.savingforcollege.com
· Job shadow. http://www.ja.org/ , http://www.jobshadow.org/about/
· Visit colleges to gather information and possible programs of study, gather scholarship information, and planning for college.  First go to www.safmt.org then click on the Montana Career Information System link. www.collegeboard.com, www.anycollege.com , www.collegeview.com, www.petersons.com, www.aie.org, www.wiredscholar.com , www.supercollege.com 
· To find out about college entrance exams and to test preparation.  www.act.org and www.collegeboard.com , www.number2.com
· To apply for financial aid and to learn more about it. www.fafsa.ed.gov , www.safmt.org, www.allstudentloan.org , www.educaid.com
· To learn about the benefits of the armed services, different branches, and financial assistance.  www.military.com, www.afrotc.com , www.goang.com , www.arng.army.mil , www.armyrotc.com , www.nrotc.navy.mil , www.airforce.com, www.goarmy.com , www.gocoastguard.com , www.navy.com www.marines.com 
