RTI: Speech-Language Pathology

Instructional Strategies 
Level I

Articulation

· Provide sound awareness activities. 
· Provide sound discrimination activities.

· Identify a target sound of the week.

· Develop a sound book
Language: Listening

· Keep directions simple; use short sentences.

· Ask students to repeat or paraphrase directions to determine whether they have been received accurately.

· Demonstrate directions with visual cues and examples.

· Encourage students to ask questions.

Language: Vocabulary Concepts
· Teach vocabulary words in context

· Encourage use of the dictionary.

· Teach synonyms and antonyms

· Teach attributes and categories

· Expand student’s sentences with adverbs and adjectives. 

· Introduce and review lesson vocabulary prior to presenting lessons.  

Language: Expression
· Model expected responses.

· Expand and model the student’s verbal expressions.

· Ask students to make up stories.

· Encourage students to verbalize rather than to use gestures or facial expressions.

· Stimulate expression by asking who, what, when, where, and why questions.

· Call on reluctant students when they have the answer. 

· Use correct and incorrect sentences; have students judge correctness. 

· Provide a statement; ask students to form a question.

· Provide a word; as students to form a sentence. 

· Stress verb tense being used. 

Fluency 
· Discourage interruptions when the student blocks (gets stuck) on a word.

· Do not fill in words; wait patiently showing interest.

· Minimize competition. 

· Remove time pressures in speaking.

· Observe the degree of fluency in speaking situations and encourage participation in fluent situations. 
· Do not ask the student to stop and start over; accept whatever quality of language is expressed. 

· Allow considerable flexibility in mode of responding (e.g., taped book reports, reports from seats). 

· Talk and act calmly. 

· Communicate positive regard for the content of communication and accept any quality.

· Facilitate nonverbal activities in which the student can succeed.

Voice  
· Seek medical interventions as appropriate by consulting with the school nurse regarding possible medical concerns (e.g., allergies, injuries, hearing loss). 
· Consult with parents; are they concerned?  Is the problem continual or seasonal?
· Monitor and note different situations for excessive yelling, screaming, shouting, or other verbal abuse; then reduce instances of abuse.  

· Observe for unnatural use of the voice (e.g., imitates car engines or bears growling).  Discuss this behavior with the student.  Monitor and reward reduction in vocal abuse.  
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