FAQ: 2015 Project

What is the scope of the proposed project?

The project has three main components.  The first is to replace roofs at the Elementary/Middle School and the High School gymnasium.   These roofs are leaking and their 10-year warrantee is expired.  The new roofs will carry a 20-year warrantee.  Second, the track at Sentinel field was put down in 1984 and is well beyond its usable life.  While it is being replaced, the District will re-sod Sentinel Field and make the facility ADA compliant including a new multipurpose building at the north end of the field.  Finally District will renovate the auditorium, replace the remaining windows that were not done in the last project and repair the portico.
Didn’t the District just complete a building project?

The last building project was in 2007 and it addressed programmatic, code, health and safety issues.  Some of the items in this project were discussed at that time, but the scope would not allow all the work to be complete.
What is the tax impact of this proposal?

The will be no tax increase during the life of the project.  The State will pay for 50% of the work, and the District will be retiring debt.  In addition, the District is looking to establish a Capital Reserve fund that could be used to address future facility needs.
How will solar energy benefit the District?

The District is exploring the concept of solar energy as part of this project.  This will not be in the referendum, but a separate contract with a solar provider.  If this is feasible it could reduce energy costs, shrink our carbon footprint, and provide educational opportunities for our students.  Since we are replacing the roofs at both facilities, this is a good time to look at incorporating solar energy.
Besides the historic preservation, are there other items that make the auditorium renovation necessary?

The auditorium and other interior spaces still contain windows that were from the 1980 building project.  We were not able to replace them in 2007 and they are not energy efficient and a potential safety hazard.  In addition we are looking at the asbestos in that facility and are adding air conditioning to make it a year round venue for the school and community.

How will renovating the planetarium benefit students?

The planetarium was added in 1967 and it is in need of repair.  As part of this project we are hoping to upgrade the equipment and create a STEM lab that can be used by our students to enhance their education in math, science and technology.
Why is the track part of this project?

The track was put down in 1984 and is need or repair.  It was recoated last year and the contractor will not recoat it again because of its condition.  Athletic facilities do not generate building aid when done alone, but when they are part of a larger project building aid is provided.  Therefore it is fiscally wise to include this when addressing the roofs and other work at the High School.

Why are we adding lanes to the track?

The current track configuration prevents the District from hosting regional and state qualifying meets.  The plan is to increase the track to 8 lanes at the strait away and six around the perimeter.  This would allow us to host specialty meets as mentioned above.
What is the all-purpose building at the track and field facility?

This building will replace the current building and will house new ADA accessible restrooms, two team rooms, storage and concessions.  It will improve access to the teams that use the field that currently have to change in the school.

Will this project interfere with academic and athletic schedules?

We will work extremely hard to minimize the impact on academic and athletic programs.  Once the project is approved by the New York State Department of Education (NYS SED), we will determine the best times to complete the work in each area without impacting programs for the school and community.

What is the timeline for this project?

The vote is scheduled for May 19th from 12-8 at the High School Lobby and Hague Community Center.  This is the same date of the regular budget vote and by having them simultaneously; it prevents the need for two separate votes.  If the project is approved we will begin the design phase and submit documents to NYS SED.  We are hopping to begin work in the spring of 2016 and have substantial completion by the fall of 2017.

How will the community benefit from this project?

This facility upgrades in this project will benefit the community in many ways.  First, the athletic upgrades at Sentinel Field will support the community based athletic programs as well as those in the school.  The auditorium renovations will provide a great venue for the community programs that already use the facility as well as attract other groups in the future.  Finally, if the solar energy study is feasible, it could cut energy costs and reduce our carbon footprint.
