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As you know, reading provides a strong foundation for our students’ success.  We are excited to be implementing a new AR program this year, one that is based online and provides our students with access to every AR test that is available.  We began using this program towards the end of spring, but this will be our first full school-year using the new program.
The packet which is attached to this letter explains in greater detail how our new AR program will work.  You will be able to use Home Connect to check your child’s scores, points, and word count from any computer – even at home.  You will also be able to look up any book your student reads and see if a test exists for that book.  In addition, you can sign up to receive email notification informing you of the results when you child completes a test.  Your child can tell you their username and password information to log in, or you can contact me for that information as well.
You can access both the Home Connect and AR Book Finder from the SES Library page.  This can be found at www.powell.kyschools.us, locate the SES home page, click on the Library tab, and the Home Connect and AR Book Finder buttons will appear on the right hand side.  Please contact me if you have any problems utilizing these valuable tools. 
Please take a few moments and read over the following packet to help build the excitement for your child.  If you have any questions, feel free to call or email me at (606)663-3311 or jessica.hall@powell.kyschools.us.
Sincerely,
Jessica Hall
Library Media Specialist
Stanton Elementary School
What is AR?

AR is a motivational reading program that we use in hopes of instilling the love of reading, exposing students to a variety of authors and genres, and reward them for their efforts.  After a student reads a book, he or she will take a test on the computer over the book.  The test consists of 5 to 10 multiple choice questions.  The student receives points for passing a test and then tries to accumulate a set amount of points, word count, or other goal that has been set.

Having access to AR online gives our school access to every test that AR creates.  It does NOT give access for you to take an AR test at home.

Is your book at home AR?  Is your book from the public library an AR book?  You can find out at www.arbookfind.com or at the link located on the SES library page.

Parents, thank you for your support in our efforts to produce lifelong readers.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher or the Library Media Specialist, Jessica Hall.


GOALS
This year, students will have a yearly goal, instead of a goal every six weeks.  Students will be encouraged to pace themselves throughout the year.  Read on to learn about the Percentage Clubs and Point Clubs.

Percentage Clubs will be based on total word count – how many words your child reads.  To see how many points your child has read, you will need to log-in to AR Home Connect (on my SES library website).  Once you are logged-in, the word count can be found directly underneath the Book Level average.  It is about 2/3 of the way down the page and is small, but it’s there!  You will need to be aware if you are looking at the “Current Marking Period” (current six weeks only) or the “School Year” (words read since the first day of school).  This can be adjusted in the drop down menu toward the middle of the page.  Students have practiced looking up their word count and should be familiar with how to do this.

To find out how many words a particular book has, you can look it up in the AR Bookfinder (www.arbookfind.com) or my SES library home page.
AR Percentage Clubs –
Super Star Readers at Work!

These clubs are based on a percentage of your yearly reading goal.  Each Monday, students will have their name announced on WSES and will receive their designated prize.  There is no time schedule for these clubs – you can meet them at any time during the year; the sooner the better!  So grab your books and get started! (Prizes/rewards listed are tentative based on availability.  Substitute prizes/rewards may be used.)

	10% Club
	Bronze Club
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	Tattoo and pencil

	25% Club
	Silver Club
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	STAR bracelet
Or 
sunglasses

	50% Club
	Gold Club
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	Name on the Hall of Fame Bulletin Board

	75% Club
	Emmy Club
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	Gold medallion

	100% Club
	Oscar Club
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	VIP Pass to attend the Oscar Party at the end of the year, a certificate, and a surprise at the Oscars Party


 Point Clubs

The only time points (rather than percentages) will be used to reward students will be when students reach an OUTSTANDING amount of points throughout the year.  This way, even our students who quickly reach the 100% Oscar Club will have something to keep working for.  Point Clubs will begin with 50 points earned.  When a student reaches each point goal for the school year, they will be inducted into that Point Club and receive the corresponding reward:  (Prizes/rewards listed are tentative based on availability.  Substitute prizes/rewards may be used.)

50 Point Club –   Bookmark
100 Point Club – Free DQ Treat
150 Point Club – Read a book on the WSES to the school
200 Point Club – McDonald’s Lunch
250 Point Club – Be the Principal or Librarian for an hour
300 Point Club – $25 in Book Fair bucks for the next Book Fair
350 Point Club – Name engraved on a plaque which will hang in our school


Details, Details, Details
Yearly Goal:
This year, goals will be calculated based on word count.  This will encourage students to read more books and/or chapter books for those that are ready.  Your goal is based on your grade level.  Each grade level will have the following goals:

Kindergarten:  25,000 words OR 25 points
1st grade:  75,000 words OR 75 points
2nd grade:  200,000 words 
3rd grade:  300,000 words
4th grade:  400,000 words
5th grade:  500,000 words

**Teachers may use their discretion to adjust goals based on individual student needs.  However, keep in mind that students will reach high goals if there are high expectations.**

Test Accuracy:
Individual test scores should be 60% correct or higher to be considered passing.  Students must maintain an overall average of 85% or better.  Slow down and enjoy the books you read.  Regardless of points earned or word count, your overall average must be 85% or higher in order to reach your goal.

Book Levels:
Does a 2.5 book level mean 2nd grader in the 5th month?  Not exactly.  This is strictly readability, not developmental.  This is why I strongly support allowing children who are remarkable readers to still read at their grade level.  If a child is reading above his/her grade level, then they will be allowed to read books from their grade level up to their highest level.  For example, a child in 4th grade whose reading level is 5.2-5.8 will be able to read and test on books 4.0-5.8.  Or, a child in 2nd grade whose reading level is 3.1-4.2 will be able to read and test on books 2.0-4.2.  We must remember to help children select books which are developmentally appropriate.  With that in mind, exceptions are made for students from time to time depending on the individual circumstance.  We must remember to be sensitive and discreet to all students in regard to reading levels.

Reading Range
The STAR test will give a recommended ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development) for each child.  The ZPD is a range of book levels which will foster the most growth for your child. Too easy = no growth, too hard = frustration.   For example, a student may have a ZPD of 3.2-4.1.  This range help students choose books that are just right for them.

**I know this is a lot of information to take in.  I suggest finding a safe place for this packet to refer to throughout the school year.  As with many new programs, we may adjust some of these guidelines as we figure out what works best for our students.  If any changes are made, you will be the first to know!  I feel it is very important to understand the educational processes your child participates in, and while the new AR program may at times appear overwhelming, I can assure you that it works!  Students will be excited about reading!  As always, contact me with any questions or concerns you may have!  I look forward to a great new year!**

(Portions of this informational packet has been modified from Montgomery Co. Librarian Wendy Rogers)
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