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Prevention/Control of Head Lice in Schools

School personnel shall actively pursue the prevention and control of head lice in the District’s schools by developing a consistent education, screening and follow-up program for all students in the attempt to establish and maintain a policy for head lice.

Principals and school personnel trained to identify live lice shall adhere to the following guidelines:

1) When students are observed/reported to have live head lice any time during the school year:

a. Playmates closely associated with the student and siblings of the student that attend the same school may be checked for live lice, which are defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as crawling lice. In general, school-wide checks are not necessary.

b. Parents of each student identified as having live lice will be contacted by a school Principal/designee advising them of the finding.

2) Principals or school/District personnel shall offer parents of students identified as having live lice:

a. Visual evidence of live lice and/or nits in the student’s hair.

b. Verbal and/or written information/direction for hair treatment and household procedures.
3) In all instances when personnel identify lice, they will take reasonable steps to confirm with the student and/or parent/guardian that the following have occurred:

a) The parent/guardian has combed the student’s hair with an actual lice/nit comb or applied special lice killing shampoo on the same or next day.

b) When the student returns to school after treatment, the school Principal/designee rechecked the student before s/he returned to the classroom. If live lice remained, steps 2 and 3 above were re-established.*
Attendance Notice

1. The child is expected to be treated, nits removed and back in school with a one (1) day turn-around, which will be excused.

2. If the student is sent home again, for the same occurrence failing a “recheck”, the absence will be unexcused.

3. Students who accumulate three (3) unexcused absences are considered truant.

4. Students failing to “re-check” for the same occurrence, three (3) or more times, or that have three (3) different infestations will be referred to FRYSC, then to the Director of Student Services who may involve the Department of Social Services. The case may also warrant Dependency/Neglect charges filed against the guardian/s through the County Attorney’s Office.

*The school staff does not treat students for lice or removal of nits. 
4) The school principal/designee shall follow up with students found with a second and subsequent case of live head lice to ensure that:

a) Prescribed medical treatment for live lice has been applied to the student’s hair no later than the next day.

b) Any second application required is applied within the manufacturer’s recommended time frame.

5) The Superintendent/designee shall:

a) Establish education/information programs on head lice control methods for school personnel, community members, students, and parents.

b) Provide each school with written materials on head lice control and prevention.

c) Direct each building Principal to assign personnel to administer these policies and procedures and maintain the lice protocol on each case of reported cases. All decisions pertaining to sending a child home, reinstating the child, and making referrals shall be made by the Principal.

STUDENT:________________________SCHOOL:_______________________GRADE:___

Dates Completed:



First Infestation:

_______
Report of suspicion of live lice made to school nurse/health aide.

_______
School nurse/health aide checks child for live lice.

_______
School nurse/health aide contacts parents to pick up. Parents will be shown evidence of live lice. Checklists will be given to parents to document what has been done to rid child of live lice.

_______
If unable to contact parents, a letter is sent to parents indicating a lice/nit problem has been detected. (Checklist to document actions to be taken will be attached.

_______
Upon return to school the school nurse/health aide rechecks child to see if live lice are gone.





Second Infestation
_______
Child sent home if live lice present.

_______
School nurse/health aide notifies FRYSC/Migrant (if eligible) of the problem.

_______
One of the above programs makes contact with parents and offers assistance.

_______
Upon return to school the school nurse/health aide rechecks child to determine if live lice are present







Third Infestation
_______
Child sent home if lice present

_______
School principal/designee reports problem to District School Health Coordinator.
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