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Richard Schlesinger, Class of 1972, is an award-winning broadcast journalist, film production manager and executive producer who has been a lead reporter with CBS News 
for 34 years.
He has covered many national and international stories, ranging from mass shootings at Newtown, CT Elementary School and an Aurora, CO movie theatre to features such as a profile of actor Fyvush Finkel, a star of the Yiddish theatre.  During his career he has examined stories involving the economic realities of America’s middle class, marriage and divorce, the arts, and athletics and violence.
At White Plains High School Mr. Schlesinger was active in student government and actually started his career in news broadcasting by reading the morning announcements over the public address system from the principal’s office.  
He graduated from the University of Missouri and immediately launched his career in 1976 as a political reporter for WPLG-TV in Miami, FL, where he won a Sigma Delta Chi Award for journalism excellence.  He then moved to Washington, D.C. as Bureau Chief for the Post-Newsweek television stations.
Mr. Schlesinger joined CBS News in 1984 as a reporter in the network’s Miami bureau, where he covered stories throughout the southeastern U.S. and South America.  He moved to CBS News northeast bureau in 1987 and subsequently was a reporter for the CBS Evening News and served as a substitute anchor for the network’s morning news and weekend editions of the CBS Evening News.
Now, as a correspondent for 48 Hours, Mr. Schlesinger has gone head-to-head in interviews with killers, helped push long-term investigations into cold cases and continued reporting on-going stories for more than a dozen years.
He has earned two Alfred I. duPont-Columbia Awards.  The first was for the 1997 documentary CBS Reports: Enter the Jury Room and the second as part of the CBS team coverage of the Newtown Elementary School shooting in 2014.  He has also won 10 Emmy Awards and a prestigious Edward R. Murrow Award, given by the Radio and Television News Directors Association. 


