
LENA ANDERSON

Lena Anderson, Class of 1965, has been a leader in the White Plains-Greenburgh branch of the NAACP for more than 30 years and has served as President of the civil rights organization for the past ten years. 
Born in White Plains Hospital and the granddaughter of sharecroppers, Ms. Anderson was a member of the first freshman class when the “new” White Plains High School opened.  She was active in cheerleading, serving as captain in her senior year, and worked on class projects, like Prom Candy Sale, which raised enough to bring the popular rock and roll group The Thynes to the prom in the high school gym. 
Ms. Anderson was the first in her family to graduate from college when she earned a BA in English from Morgan State College.  She went on to receive a Masters in Special Education from Coppin State in 1971.  A lifetime learner, Ms. Anderson also studied Administration and Supervision at Columbia University and was awarded a JD from New York Law School in 1981.
After teaching stints in Kansas, West Virginia and Ossining, Ms. Anderson settled in at Woodlands High School where she taught, supervised and mentored special education programs for 30 years.  She served as Coordinator of Special Education Services for Middle/High School for the Greenburgh school district. 
A recognized expert in her field, she has conducted staff development workshops on IDEA and transition services for high school teachers and has led workshops for the Council of Exceptional Children Conferences in New York and at the national level.  Ms. Anderson is a Program Leader for Partner with Legacy, an innovative education consulting group helping under-performing schools.
Ms. Anderson joined the White Plains-Greenburgh NAACP branch in 1985 and served as Secretary and Vice President until becoming President in 2009.  She has focused the branch, founded in 1935, on issues of inequality and mistreatment and on voter registration and education.
Ms. Anderson’s daughter, Julia, is a graduate of White Plains High School and her godmother, Martha James, is the mother of WPHS Hall of Fame member and Olympic medalist Larry James.
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