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425 N. Washington Avenue
Scranton, PA 18503

Workplace Safety Committee Meeting 
Minutes
04/26/2016

A regular meeting of the Scranton School District Workplace Safety Committee was held on April 26, 2016 in the board room of the Administration Building.

Chairperson: Jeff Brazil called the meeting to order at 3:47 PM
Secretary: Heather Moran
Attendance/Sign In

Present: Chris Lazor, Heather Moran, Jeff Brazil, Paula Giordano, Barb Sylvester, Sharon Albert, Leah Simms, Luann Lord, George Morgan, John Sinclair

Visitors:
None

Old Business:
· Safety Committee:
· Recertification – May 24th. There was some concern about teachers not being able to attend because they are in class at this time. Jeff will speak with Mr. Marichak regarding teacher’s concerns about class coverage. 
· OSHA training will be held at the Hilton in May. George has asked if anyone from our district would be able to attend. The cost is $179.00 per person. Jeff is going to see who is sponsoring the event and see if anything can be done. Jeff could not find information for this
· Submission and approval of updated committee Bylaws and Mission Statement postponed until next meeting.
· Safety committee website and email address up and running. There is now a form that can be submitted online to report any safety concerns. Employees will now have access to all meeting agendas and minutes. Employee and student incident reports have been uploaded. All webinar presentations have been uploaded for all employees to view if they choose. 
· Whittier – 
· Luann has brought forth a safety concern regarding directing traffic and interacting with parents when they drop their children off in the morning. Last week (all week) a mother of a Preschool student became very verbally abusive. Monday morning, there was also an issue with a father of a preschool student. This father also became verbally abusive. They were asked not to park in the bus zone. Signs were posted, by the City of Scranton, stating that parking is not allowed in the bus zone. Parents are refusing to move and parking there anywhere from 5 to 10 minutes each day. When asked to move they became very confrontational. The mother started screaming at Luann the moment her feet hit the sidewalk. And on Monday, when the father was asked not to park in the bus zone he became so angry that it made Luann stop and think about her own personal safety. The police were called and came out but there was nothing that could be done about the situation because they were not present at the time of incident. This brings concern for not only personal safety, but the safety of other custodians, teachers, principals, and our students. “In this day and age you do not know what is going to set someone off and trigger them to become violent, but I can tell you this today, I was terribly afraid being out there with these two parents who are very confrontational and cursing in front of the children. This is something that needs to be addressed before someone gets hurt. I don’t know what the answer is but perhaps we can look for some type of grant money that would pay for police presence at the start of the day. The safety of the children and employees needs to be considered.”  Principals will now be on the front line and responsible for controlling any situations. Maintenance will no longer be responsible for controlling traffic. 
· Magnet on the 3rd floor is not working. They wanted to put a wedge in the door but were stopped by maintenance. Jeff will check the door and check with Palumbo to see who installed the magnets on doors and what company services them. 
· Armstrong – 
· Heather has brought forth a concern regarding crosswalk/crossing guard safety. Last week someone ran right through the intersection while the crossing guard was crossing students. The driver, while on her cell phone, drove right through the intersection with no regard to the safety of the students, parents, and crossing guard. After parking her vehicle she proceeded to cross the street heading towards the school. The crossing guard yelled at her (while she remained on her cell phone). She continued on to enter the school building. A district badge was around her neck indicating that she was possibly an employee with the district. Another driver drove through the intersection again on Monday morning. With no regard to the fact that the crossing guard was in the middle of the street crossing students. This van parked to drop off his children for school. In both instances the drivers were fully aware that this is a school zone and children are crossing the street, as their intentions there were for similar nature. Is there something that can be done about this before someone is hit? A call has been placed to the Scranton Police Department requesting more police presence during drop off and pick up times. 
· Lights are out / not working on the front of the building. Fixed		
· Sumner 
· They have been having an issue with loitering after school hours. They have found remanence of illegal substances on steps near back room. Jeff will call the Scranton Police and ask them to patrol more.
· Prescott
· The AC in the room that they house the computer towers/servers is not producing enough cold air. There is some concern that the tower/server is going to overheat. Looking into a new AC system.
· Concerns have been expressed by some staff regarding building vulnerability due to locks and PA system. Hopefully this can be completed over the summer. 
· Door near library clicks when you stand in a certain spot. Almost as if there is a sensor. Door sounds as if it is unlocking, which would allow people to enter the building. Jeff will go to building to check on this. Trigaurd will come out and check buildings
· Plaza
· Parking lot full of potholes that need to be fixed. George mentioned that there may be some kind of agreement between the city and district. Jeff will check with the city. We are going to purchasing some patch for other projects. Plaza can be included in these repairs. 
· Elm Street steps are in bad shape. Rebar is sticking out and concrete is crumbling. The plan is rip them out. Students don’t really use these, and there is another set not far away. Summer if time allows
· Willard
· Exit sign is out. Not sure if it is because of battery or electrical. Jeff will check with the electricians
· There have been some issues with staff wedging doors open. 
· Administration Building
· There are no emergency action plans in place for the Administration Building. 
· Security is going to be hired for the building. We will be hiring 2 part time people with Act 120 training/certification. We hired someone, he was only here for a week before leaving 
· Aramark 
· Plaza – Carts that hold breakfast bags in the morning are being used to carry garbage bags during cleanup in the classrooms. Recommend leaving cans in the classroom. 
· Willard & Kennedy – Unsanitary situation occurs when a student removes a pint of milk from the cooler, places it on the table and does not drink it during lunch period. Unused milk is then picked up either by a cafeteria worker or teacher’s aid then put back into the milk cooler. This milk bas been touched by several people especially the child who is also eating his/her lunch and could possible contaminate the carton. Not to mention the time and temperature concerns. 
Aramark was notified.
· Follow-up discussion about garbage truck – A suggestion was made that we put a position up for bid requiring a CDL. If it were posted as such it would require a higher pay rate. It would be better option to hire a “helper”. With cuts to staff and budget we are not able to hire additional employees at this time. Maintenance supervisors will have a discussion with building maintenance and explain to them that they should be helping when the truck arrives.  


Next Meeting:
Re-certification Training May 24, 2016 @ 9:30 am

Adjournment:
There being no further business, motion to adjourn – Luann Lord @ 4:31 Motion seconded – Paula Giordano
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