HOW TO INCLUDE ELL STUDENTS

IN THE NEW ENVIRONMENT OF THEIR CLASSROOM


Provide A Welcoming Environment
There are many things you can do to welcome your ELL students and lower their anxiety level.  Teachers can appoint a student “buddy” to guide them through the day, and a home group for them to belong to.  For newcomers, this can be the support they need to feel comfortable and secure.  A sense of security and belonging is essential because it provides the social-emotional foundation needed to facilitate language acquisition (Boyle and Peregoy 15).
It is essential to include the ELL students in classroom activities.  Often, a mainstream teacher who is uncomfortable with the concept of teaching to a student who does not yet speak English will allow the student to hover on the edge of classroom activity.  This is unnecessary and unacceptable.   Teachers can use a variety of techniques to ensure that an ELL student's ability to participate is maximized.

Become Aware Of The ELL Student's Background
It is important for to gather information on the home culture of your ELL students.  Some basic research will give valuable insights into the expectations ELL students and their families will have regarding teaching and learning, as well as the different learning styles that are valued in their cultures.  Learning about the culture ELL students come from may also prevent you from inadvertently offending them in some way.  Being informed about students' cultural and personal backgrounds will prepare you to welcome the students into your classroom in the best possible way.

Utilize Multicultural Community Resources
ELL students may benefit from having a cultural liaison to interface between the home and school environments, providing support and fostering communication.  Also, community members or parents can visit the class, fostering education about the home culture of an ELL student.

Assess The Cultural Relevance And/Or Bias Of Materials
To help ELL students to learn, provide access to culturally relevant materials.  What is culturally relevant material to a mainstream student might initially be completely irrelevant to an ELL student.  An ELL student is unlikely to feel included in a classroom if the books and other materials are not multicultural.  Assess the materials that are used and supplement them when necessary.

Build Bridges To The ELL Student's Home Culture
The entire school becomes a more welcoming environment if multicultural materials are presented in hallways and classrooms.  Through honoring and including aspects of other cultures, the education of both ELL and mainstream students is enhanced.  Multicultural holidays can be celebrated as a vehicle for both enrichment and inclusion.

Provide Some First Language Support And Materials
In many cases, it can be very supportive and encouraging if a teacher acknowledges and validates the first language of an ELL student.  Here it is very important for the teacher to be perceptive of a student's attitude, because while some students will enjoy this, others will not want to be singled out as different from their peers.  Words and phrases from the student's first language can be displayed in class, and students can be asked to "name concepts and objects in their primary language and connect those names with their English counterparts" (Cunningham 124).  In literacy activities, ELL students can be encouraged to incorporate words from their first language to maintain the fluency of their communication.  Later, these words can be replaced by their English equivalents.

Another important way to validate ELL students' primary languages is to accept their accents.  Focus on the meaning of what they are communicating rather than their pronunciation.  Pronunciation will improve naturally without any correction from you.

How To Help ELL Students Participate And Succeed


Create a Team the ELL Professionals, paraprofessionals and Mainstream Teacher
The most important way to assist your ELL students is to use a team approach in your school.  Working together in an efficient and thoughtful way, strategies can be devised to make the content of their classes appropriate and accessible.  In addition, the ELL professionals and paraprofessionals can offer valuable pointers on how to maximize ELL students’ participation in the mainstream classroom.

Provide Cooperative Learning Opportunities
The benefits of small group work are not unique to ELL students, but ELL students benefit from this kind of classroom organization in an additional way.  Small group interaction provides them with the best language learning opportunity by allowing them to interact with other students in a meaningful situation.  They may also be more inclined to speak in small groups than during whole class activities.

Use Peer Tutors
Tutors can come from within the classroom or upper grades, and can be a more advanced student who shares the first language of your ELL student.

Establish Routine And Predictability
All students benefit from a degree of routine in the classroom, but for a newly arrived ELL student, routines are often the only source of stability in a disorienting situation.  Establishing or emphasizing routines will promote language learning.  When key words are repeated in a familiar context, ELL students are able to learn those words and to participate more fully in the classroom.

Use A Variety Of Assessment Procedures
Remember that ELL students will know more than they can show you.  Be sure to provide extra support to allow ELL students to perform on a level playing field with their peers whenever assessments are given.  This can take the form of practice tests, or extra help interpreting a tricky question.  Also remember that standardized tests are often culturally biased, and language proficiency tests should be augmented by teacher observation of student progress.

Use Appropriate Questioning Strategies
It is a good idea to discuss this with the ELL teacher in your school.  There are many strategies for making questions more understandable for ELL students.  Also, there are effective ways to question ELL students at different stages of language development.  Remember that questions can be posed using varying levels of language complexity and thought processes, offering opportunities for students of varying proficiency levels to participate (McCreedy, Schleppegrell, and Simich-Dudgeon 238).  Generally, good questions require the least amount of language proficiency on the part of the responder.  However, you as the questioner need to monitor the complexity of the question itself.  If you are aware of this, it is possible to ask a cognitively demanding question in a simple way.  If your ELL student is not able to answer the question, it may be that they did not understand the question or can't find the language to formulate the answer.  Finally, it is important to realize that ELL students will need extra "wait time" after a question is posed.  Be sure to allow the extra few seconds necessary for them to process the language.

Modify Speech And Teaching Style
There are simple ways in which you can level the playing field in a mainstream classroom without extensive preparation or drastic changes to lesson plans.  It is a good idea to use a degree of repetition and linguistically simplified restatement in the delivery.  Increase the use of nonverbal cues to convey meaning and facilitate understanding.  Gestures can go a long way in ensuring comprehension.  Also consider incorporating additional visual aids in the teaching, as well as activities that center around the arts.  ELL students will especially benefit from songs, drama, choral reading, and other such modes of expression.
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